
THE COURTS
Title 231—RULES OF
CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART I. GENERAL
[231 PA. CODE CH. 1920]

Amendments to the Rules of Civil Procedure Re-
lating to Domestic Relations Matters; Recom-
mendation 86

The Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee is
planning to recommend that the Supreme Court of Penn-
sylvania amend the Rules of Civil Procedure relating to
domestic relations matters as set forth herein. This
proposal has not been submitted for review by the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

Notes and explanatory comments which appear with
proposed amendments have been inserted by the commit-
tee for the convenience of those using the rules. Reports,
notes and comments will not constitute part of the rules
and will not be officially adopted or promulgated by the
Supreme Court.

The committee solicits and welcomes comments and
suggestions from all interested persons prior to submis-
sion of this proposal to the Supreme Court of Pennsylva-
nia. Please submit written comments no later than
Friday, January 12, 2007 directed to:

Patricia A. Miles, Esquire
Counsel, Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee

5035 Ritter Road, Suite 700
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055

FAX (717) 795-2175
E-mail: patricia.miles@pacourts.us

Deleted material is bold and bracketed. New material is
boldface.

By the Domestic Relations
Procedural Rules Committee

NANCY P. WALLITSCH, Esq.,
Chair

Annex A

TITLE 231. RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART I. GENERAL

CHAPTER 1920. ACTIONS OF DIVORCE OR FOR
ANNULMENT OF MARRIAGE

Rule 1920.14. Answer. Denial. Affidavit under Sec-
tion 3301(d) of the Divorce Code.

(a) The averments in the complaint as to the divorce or
annulment [ and ], all other claims which may be joined
under the [ Divorce Code ] Domestic Relations Code
and any petition for special relief under these rules
shall be deemed denied unless admitted by an answer.

* * * * *

Explanatory Comment—2007

Subdivision (a) has been amended to clarify that
the averments in a petition for special relief in a

divorce or annulment action are deemed to be
denied unless admitted by an answer.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2194. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

PART I. GENERAL
[231 PA. CODE CH. 3000]

Amendment of Rule 3129.3 Governing the Execu-
tion Sale of Real Property; No. 465 Civil Proce-
dural Rules; Doc. No. 5

Order

Per Curiam:

And Now, this 24th day of October, 2006 Pennsylvania
Rule of Civil Procedure 3129.3 is amended to read as
follows.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. 103(b) and shall be effective January 1, 2007.

Annex A

TITLE 231. RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART I. GENERAL

CHAPTER 3000. JUDGMENTS

Subchapter D. ENFORCEMENT OF MONEY
JUDGMENTS FOR THE PAYMENT OF MONEY

Rule 3129.3. Postponement of sale; new notice. Failure
of Plaintiff to Attend Sale.

(a) Except as provided by subdivision (b) or special
order of court, new notice shall be given as provided by
Rule 3129.2 if a sale of real property is stayed, continued,
postponed or adjourned.

(b) If the sale is stayed, continued, postponed or ad-
journed to a date certain within one hundred one
hundred thirty days of the scheduled sale, notice of
which sale was given as provided by Rule 3129.2,
and public announcement thereof, including the new date,
is made to the bidders assembled at the time and place
[ originally ] fixed for the sale, no new notice as pro-
vided by Rule 3129.2 shall be required, but there may
be only [ one such stay, continuance, postponement
or adjournment ] two such stays, continuances,
postponements or adjournments within the one
hundred thirty day period without new notice.

(c) If the plaintiff or a representative of the
plaintiff is not present at the sale, the real property
shall not be sold. The sheriff shall return the writ
of execution to the prothonotary and file a return
pursuant to Rule 3139 indicating that the real
property was not sold because the plaintiff or a
representative of the plaintiff was not present at
the sale. Thereafter, the writ may be reissued pur-
suant to Rule 3106.
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Explanatory Comment

Rule 3129.3(b)—Postponement of execution sale of real
property

Rule 3129.3(b) formerly provided for one postponement
of a sale of real property upon execution to a date within
one hundred days of the scheduled sale without giving
new notice of sale required by Rule 3129.2. The rule has
been amended to permit two postponements within a
period of one hundred thirty days of the scheduled sale
without giving new notice. The amendment provides
flexibility where more than one postponement is needed,
saving time and expense. New notice under Rule 3129.2
is required when additional postponements of the sale are
required.

Rule 3129.3(c)—Failure of plaintiff to appear at execution
sale of real property

Prior to the present amendment, the execution rules
did not provide for the instance when the plaintiff,
whether in person or by representative, does not attend
the sale of real property. New subdivision (c) of Rule
3129.3 addresses this issue. Subdivision (c) provides that,
if the plaintiff is not present at the sale, ‘‘the real
property shall not be sold.’’ In such a case, the sheriff is
directed to ‘‘return the writ of execution to the prothono-
tary and file a return pursuant to Rule 3139.’’ The
plaintiff may again seek to have the property sold but
must recommence the proceedings by having the writ of
execution reissued pursuant to Rule 3106 and giving new
notice under Rule 3129.2.

By the Civil Procedural Rules Committee
R. STANTON WETTICK, Jr.,

Chair
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2195. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL
COURT RULES

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Bail Money Applied to Fines, Costs and Restitu-

tion; AD 302-2006

Order

And Now, this 20th day of October, 2006, except where
a written bail assignment in satisfaction of attorneys’ fees
has been docketed prior to the imposition of sentence, in
all cases where the defendant has deposited cash bail, the
Clerk of Courts is authorized to apply cash bail deposited
by the defendant himself or herself to satisfy any court
costs, fines or restitution imposed under the sentence of
the court.

By the Court
S. GERALD CORSO,

President Judge.
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2196. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

UNION AND SNYDER COUNTIES
Adoption of Local Rules; No. MC-21-2006; CP-55-

AD-4-2006

Order

And Now, this 12th day of October, 2006, it is hereby
Ordered as follows:

1. Local Rule of Civil Procedure 17CV1301.l (A) is
hereby amended to change the amount in controversy
subject to compulsory arbitration from Thirty-Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($35,000) or less to Fifty Thousand Dollars
($50,000) or less. The Court accordingly hereby adopts the
Rule as set forth in Appendix ‘‘A.’’

2. The rule shall become effective thirty (30) days after
publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

3. The Court Administrator of the 17th Judicial Dis-
trict is ordered and directed to do the following:

3.1. File seven (7) certified copies of this Order and of
the pertinent Rules with the Administrative Office of
Pennsylvania Courts.

3.2. File two (2) certified copies and a computer dis-
kette containing this Order and the pertinent Rule with
the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin.

3.3. File one (1) certified copy of this Order and the
pertinent Rule with the Civil Procedural Rules Commit-
tee.

3.4. Provide one (1) copy of this Order and the Local
Rule to each member of the Union-Snyder County Bar
Association who maintain an active practice in Union or
Snyder Counties.

3.5. Keep continuously available for public inspection,
copies of this Order and the Local Rules.

By the Court
HAROLD F. WOELFEL, Jr.,

President Judge

APPENDIX ‘‘A’’

17CV1301.1 Cases for Submission.

A. Compulsory arbitration of matters as authorized by
Section 7361 of the Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. Section 101,
et seq. shall apply to all cases at issue where the amount
in controversy shall be Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000)
or less. The amount in controversy shall be determined
from the pleadings or by an agreement of reference filed
by the attorneys. The amount in controversy, when
determined from the pleadings, shall be the largest
amount claimed by any one party. In the event that a
case within arbitration limits is consolidated with a case
involving more than arbitration limits after the former
has been referred to a board of arbitrators, the order of
consolidation will remove the same from the jurisdiction
of the board of arbitrators.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2197. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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UNION AND SNYDER COUNTIES
Judicial Administration; No. MC-22-2006; CP-55-

AD-5-2006

Order
And Now, this 12th day of October, 2006, pursuant to

the requirements of Pa.R.Crim.P. 117, it is hereby Or-
dered that 17th Judicial District Rule of Criminal Proce-
dure, 17CR117 Coverage: Issuing Warrants; Preliminary
Arraignments and Summary Trials; and Setting and
Accepting Bail, be and the same is hereby adopted in the
following form:

17CR117 Coverage: Issuing Warrants; Prelimi-
nary Arraignments and Summary Trials; and
Setting and Accepting Bail

1. Magisterial District Judge offices shall be open to
meet the needs of the public and the court for regular
business on Mondays through Fridays, excluding
holidays, during hours established by Order of the
President Judge.
2. Continuous coverage for the issuance of search
warrants and arrest warrants, the holding of prelimi-
nary arraignments and summary trials, the setting
and accepting of bail and collateral, and the accepting
of complaints shall be by the traditional on-call
system as presently established. The President Judge
shall establish the schedule of assignment of Magiste-
rial District Judges to on-call duty.
3. An on-call Magisterial District Judge and the
Clerk of Courts shall accept bail in accordance with
the provisions of the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal
Procedure. Only the Clerk of Courts shall accept the
posting of realty.
It Is Further Ordered that seven (7) certified copies of

this Order shall be filed with the Administrative Office of
Pennsylvania Courts, that two (2) certified copies and one
(1) diskette shall be filed with the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, that
one (1) certified copy shall be filed with the Criminal
Procedural Rules Committee of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, and that one (1) copy shall be filed with

the Clerk of Courts of the 17th Judicial District, Snyder
County Branch, and with the Clerk of Courts of the 17th
Judicial District, Union County Branch.
By the Court

HAROLD F. WOELFEL, Jr.,
President Judge

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2198. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

YORK COUNTY
Fee Bill for the Office of the Register of Wills and

Clerk of Orphans’ Court; No. 67-01-0007

Administrative Order
And Now, this 23rd day of October, 2006, pursuant to

the provisions of 42 P. S. § 21032.1, the fee bill of the
Register of Wills and Clerk of Orphans’ Court, of York
County, Pennsylvania, is amended as indicated on the
proposed fee bill that follows. The fee bill shall be
effective the 1st day of January, 2007, upon due adver-
tisement as required by the Administrative Rules of
Court.

It Is Further Ordered that in accordance with Pa.R.C.P.
239, the District Court Administrator shall:

(a) File 7 certified copies thereof with the Administra-
tive Office of Pennsylvania Courts;

(b) Distribute 2 certified copies hereof to the Legisla-
tive Reference Bureau for Publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin;

(c) Cause a copy hereof to be published in the York
Legal Record once a week for 2 successive weeks at the
expense of the County of York; and

(d) Supervise the distribution thereof to all Judges and
all members of the Bar of this Court.

By the Court
RICHARD K. RENN,

President Judge

THE COURTS 6851
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[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2199. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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YORK COUNTY
Fee Bill for the Office of the Register of Wills and

Clerk of Orphans’ Court; No. 67-01-0007

Administrative Order

And Now, this 23rd day of October, 2006, pursuant to
the provisions of 42 P. S. § 21022.1, the fee bill of the
Register of Wills and Clerk of Orphans’ Court, of York
County, Pennsylvania, is amended as indicated on the
proposed fee bill that follows. The fee bill shall be
effective the 1st day of January, 2007, upon due adver-
tisement as required by the Administrative Rules of
Court.

It Is Further Ordered that in accordance with Pa.R.C.P.
239, the District Court Administrator shall:

(a) File 7 certified copies thereof with the Administra-
tive Office of Pennsylvania Courts;

(b) Distribute 2 certified copies hereof to the Legisla-
tive Reference Bureau for Publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin;

(c) Cause a copy hereof to be published in the York
Legal Record once a week for 2 successive weeks at the
expense of the County of York; and

(d) Supervise the distribution thereof to all Judges and
all members of the Bar of this Court.
By the Court

RICHARD K. RENN,
President Judge
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[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-2200. Filed for public inspection November 9, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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