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THE COURTS

Title 231—RULES
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART I. GENERAL
[231 PA. CODE CH. 1000]

Promulgation of New Rule 1012.1 Governing Mo-
tions for Admission Pro Hac Vice; Proposed
Recommendation No. 211

The Civil Procedural Rules Committee proposes that
the new Rule of Civil Procedure 1012.1 governing motions
for admission pro hac vice be promulgated, as set forth
herein. The proposed recommendation is being submitted
to the bench and bar for comments and suggestions prior
to its submission to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

All communications in reference to the proposed recom-
mendation should be sent not later than March 1, 2006
to:

Harold K. Don, Jr., Counsel
Civil Procedural Rules Committee
5035 Ritter Road, Suite 700
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055

or E-Mail to
civil.rules@pacourts.us

The Explanatory Comment which appears in connection
with the proposed recommendation has been inserted by
the Committee for the convenience of the bench and bar.
It will not constitute part of the rules of civil procedure or
be officially adopted or promulgated by the Court.

Annex A
TITLE 231. RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
PART I. GENERAL
CHAPTER 1000. ACTIONS
Subchapter A. CIVIL ACTION
VENUE AND PROCESS

Rule 1012.1. Admission Pro Hac Vice. Motion. Con-
tent.

(&) As used in this rule,

“candidate” means an attorney who is not admitted to
the bar of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, but is
admitted to the bar of and authorized to practice law in
the highest court of another state or foreign jurisdiction
and seeks admission pro hac vice;

Official Note: Pa.B.A.R. 301 states that the attorney
seeking admission pro hac vice cannot act as the attorney
of record.

“sponsor” means an attorney who is admitted to the bar
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and moves for the
admission of a candidate pro hac vice.

(b) The sponsor shall file a written motion for admis-
sion pro hac vice in the action for which admission is
sought. The verifications required by subdivisions (c) and
(d)(2) shall be attached to the motion.

(c) A candidate shall submit a verified statement

(1) identifying the jurisdictions in which he or she is or
has been licensed and the corresponding bar license
numbers. With respect to each jurisdiction identified, the
candidate shall state whether he or she

(i) is or has ever been suspended, disbarred, or other-
wise disciplined. The candidate shall provide a descrip-
tion of the circumstances for each occurrence of suspen-
sion, disbarment or other disciplinary action,

(i) is subject to any disciplinary proceedings. The
candidate shall provide a description of the circumstances
under which the disciplinary action has been brought,

(2) setting forth the number of pending actions in all
courts of record in Pennsylvania in which the candidate
has applied for admission pro hac vice, and the number of
actions in which the motion has been denied. If any
motion for admission pro hac vice has been denied, the
candidate shall list the caption, court and docket number
of the action, and describe the reasons for the denial of
the motion.

(3) stating that he or she shall comply with and be
bound by the applicable statutes, case law and procedural
rules of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including
the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct,

(4) stating that he or she shall submit to the jurisdic-
tion of the Pennsylvania courts and the Pennsylvania
Disciplinary Board with respect to acts and omissions
occurring during the appearance in the matter for which
admission pro hac vice is being sought,

(5) stating that he or she has consented to the appoint-
ment of the sponsor as the agent upon whom service of
process shall be made for all actions, including disciplin-
ary actions, that may arise out of the practice of law in
the matter for which admission pro hac vice is sought.

(d)(2) The sponsor shall enter an appearance as attor-
ney of record in the action on behalf of the party who the
candidate seeks to represent. Upon the motion being
granted, the sponsor, shall remain the attorney of record
for that party, and shall sign and serve, or be served with
as the case may be, all notices, orders, pleadings or other
papers filed in the action, and shall attend all proceedings
before the court unless excused by order of court. Atten-
dance of the sponsor at a deposition in discovery shall not
be required unless ordered by the court.

(2) The sponsor shall submit a verified statement

(i) stating that after reasonable investigation, he or she
reasonably believes the candidate to be a reputable and
competent attorney and is in a position to recommend the
candidate’'s admission,

(ii) setting forth the number of cases in all courts of
record in this Commonwealth in which he or she is acting
as the sponsor of a candidate for admission pro hac vice,
and

(iii) stating that all proceeds from the settlement of a
cause of action in which a candidate is granted admission
pro hac vice shall be distributed in accordance with Rule
1.15 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct.
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Official Note: Settlement funds must be placed in an
interest-bearing checking account as required by the
Rules of Professional Conduct for the purposes of IOLTA.

(e) The court shall grant the motion unless the court,
in its discretion, finds good cause for denial.

Official Note: Good cause may include one or more of
the following grounds:

(1) the admission may be detrimental to the prompt,
fair and efficient administration of justice,

(2) the admission may be detrimental to legitimate
interests of the parties to the proceedings other than the
client who the candidate proposes to represent,

(3) the client who the candidate proposes to represent
may be at risk of receiving inadequate representation and
cannot adequately appreciate that risk,

(4) the candidate is not competent or ethically fit to
practice law,

(5) the candidate is, in effect, practicing as a Pennsyl-
vania attorney, in light of the nature and extent of the
activities of the candidate in the Commonwealth, without
complying with the Pennsylvania requirements for the
admission to the bar. The court may weigh the number of
other admissions to practice sought and/or obtained by
the candidate from Pennsylvania courts, the question of
whether or not the candidate maintains an office in
Pennsylvania although the candidate is not admitted to
practice in Pennsylvania courts, and other relevant fac-
tors,

(6) the number of cases in all courts of record in this
Commonwealth in which the Pennsylvania attorney is
acting as the sponsor prohibits the adequate supervision
of the candidate,

(7) failure to comply with this rule, or

(8) any other reason the court, in its discretion, deems
appropriate.

(f) The court may revoke an admission pro hac vice sua
sponte or upon the motion of a party, if it determines,
after a hearing or other meaningful opportunity to re-
spond, the continued admission pro hac vice is inappro-
priate or inadvisable.

Explanatory Comment

The Civil Procedural Rules Committee is proposing the
promulgation of new Rule 1012.1 governing admission of
an attorney pro hac vice. The proposed rule achieves a
uniform statewide practice, provides information and
guidance to the court in the evaluation of a motion for
such an admission, and imposes obligations upon both the
attorney seeking admission and the attorney sponsoring
the admission.

Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 301 authorizes a
court to grant admission pro hac vice to an applicant
attorney provided that there is a Pennsylvania attorney
who has agreed to act as the attorney of record. Procedur-
ally, Rule 301 requires written notice of the motion to be
signed by the attorney of record, to recite all relevant
facts, and to be filed with the clerk of court or magisterial
district judge office in which the matter is pending. New
Rule 1012.1 supplements the Bar Admission rule by
requiring the motion to provide the court with certain
information regarding both the applicant attorney and
the attorney of record.

Subdivision (a) of Rule 1012.1 designates the applicant
attorney requesting admission pro hac vice as a “candi-
date” and the Pennsylvania attorney of record as a
“sponsor.”

Subdivision (b) requires the sponsor to file the motion
for admission pro hac vice in the action in which admis-
sion is sought. The motion must include verified state-
ments from both the candidate and the sponsor.

Subdivision (c) of the proposed rule governs the require-
ments of the candidate’s verification. One purpose of this
verification is to gather relevant information regarding
the candidate’s disciplinary history, if any, in all jurisdic-
tions in which he or she is licensed to practice law, as
well as to determine the extent of his or her admissions
pro hac vice in Pennsylvania. The proposed rule elimi-
nates the concern that there may be attorneys who are
not licensed in Pennsylvania, but routinely take on
Pennsylvania cases by seeking admission pro hac vice.

A second purpose of the candidate’s verification is to
ensure that the court exercises the same supervision over
an attorney admitted pro hac vice as over a Pennsylvania
attorney. The verification must contain statements by the
candidate with respect to (1) compliance with Pennsylva-
nia law, (2) submission to the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania
courts and the Pennsylvania Disciplinary Board, and (3)
consent to the appointment of the sponsor as agent for
service of process in actions arising out of the practice of
law in the matter for which admission is sought.

Subdivision (d) of the proposed rule governs the re-
quirements for the sponsor’'s verification and imposes
obligations upon him or her. The Pennsylvania attorney
acting as sponsor through statements in the verification
assumes the obligation to evaluate the candidate for
reputation and competency before agreeing to sponsor
him or her, and to supervise the candidate once admitted.
A court may deny the motion on the basis that the
Pennsylvania attorney is acting as sponsor in too many
cases to adequately supervise the candidate.

Subdivision (d)(1) also requires the sponsor to enter an
appearance as the attorney of record in the action on
behalf of the party whom the candidate seeks to represent
and to remain the attorney of record if the motion is
granted. Further, the sponsor is obligated to sign and
serve, or be served with, notices and papers filed in the
actions and, unless excused, to attend proceedings before
the court.

Subdivision (e) provides that the court must grant the
motion for admission pro hac vice unless it finds good
cause for denial. The note to subdivision (e) lists eight
grounds for good cause.

Subdivision (f) provides for the revocation of admission
pro hac vice either sua sponte by the court or upon
motion of a party.

By the Civil Procedural Rules Committee

R. STANTON WETTICK, Jr.,
Chair

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-172. Filed for public inspection February 3, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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Title 249—PHILADELPHIA
RULES

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY

Amended Municipal Court Rule of Criminal Proce-
dure 540—-Bail for Traffic Court Scofflaws; Gen-
eral Court Regulation No. 2006-01

Order

And Now, this 19th day of January, 2006, the Board of
Judges of Municipal Court having voted at the Board of
Judges’ meeting held on January 18, 2006 to amend
Municipal Court Rule of Criminal Procedure 540, It Is
Hereby Ordered that Municipal Court Rule of Criminal
Procedure 540 is amended as follows.

This General Court Regulation is issued in accordance
with Pa.R.Crim.P. 105 and, as required, the original
General Court Regulation shall be filed with the Protho-
notary in a Docket maintained for General Court Regula-
tions issued by the President Judge of the Municipal
Court of Philadelphia, and copies shall be submitted to
the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, the
Clerk of Quarter Sessions, and the Criminal Procedural
Rules Committee. Copies of the Order shall also be
submitted to American Lawyer Media, The Legal Intel-
ligencer, Jenkins Memorial Law Library, and the Law
Library for the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania,
and posted on the website of the First Judicial District:
http://courts.phila.gov.

By the Court

LOUIS J. PRESENZA,
President Judge

Rule of Criminal Procedure for the Philadelphia
Municipal Court

Rule 540 Bail for Traffic Court Scofflaws

A. Procedure When a Defendant Arrested Pursuant to
Traffic Court Warrants When Traffic Court Closed.

1. The defendant shall be taken without unnecessary
delay to a Philadelphia Police Offender Processing site or
county prison. The defendant shall be identified, and the
outstanding warrant(s) and total amount of any fine and
costs owed shall be confirmed.

2. The defendant shall appear before the Bail Commis-
sioner by means of two-way simultaneous audio-video
equipment for a warrant hearing. The proceeding before
the Bail Commissioner shall be as set forth below in
paragraph (B).

B. Proceeding Before the Bail Commissioner. Warrant
Hearing. Scheduling of Traffic Court Proceeding.

1. The Bail Commissioner shall determine whether the
defendant should be released pending the next Traffic
Court hearing, and if so, whether collateral must be
posted by the defendant to secure defendant's release
pending the next Traffic Court hearing. If the Bail
Commissioner determines that collateral must be posted,
the Bail Commissioner shall set collateral as provided in
Pa.R.Crim.P. 1034.

2. The Bail Commissioner shall schedule a hearing
before the Traffic Court using a Subpoena/Commitment
form.

3. The defendant shall sign the Subpoena/Commitment
form and shall be given a copy.

4. If the posting of collateral is ordered and is not
posted by or on behalf of the defendant, the defendant
shall be brought to the county prison and shall be
brought down for the scheduled Traffic Court proceeding.
Provided, however, that the defendant shall be released
promptly upon the posting of the collateral set by the Bail
Commissioner.

5. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Bail Commis-
sioner shall direct that all outstanding Traffic Court
warrants against the defendant be withdrawn.

Amended by the Municipal Court Board of Judges
on 18 January 2006.

Effective 1 March 2006.

Comment: Consistent with Pa.R.Crim.P. 1034 the Bail
Commissioner shall set collateral in a reasonable amount,
i.,e. an amount which upon consideration of the defen-
dant’s income and the defendant's expenses may be
reasonably posted by the defendant. It is the intention of
the court that most, if not all, defendants will be released
pending the date of the summary trial or hearing.
However, should Traffic Court records disclose that the
defendant has a history of failure to appear for Traffic
Court summary trials or hearings, especially after per-
sonal service of the notice of trial or scheduling order, the
Bail Commissioner may direct that the defendant be held
until the summary trial or hearing date and may be
released only upon payment of the full amount of collat-
eral or outstanding fines. Should the defendant be or-
dered held until the date of the summary trial or hearing,
the summary trial or hearing should be scheduled as soon
as practical.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-173. Filed for public inspection February 3, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL
COURT RULES

BEDFORD COUNTY

Local Rules Relating to Compulsory Arbitration;
Misc. Doc. No. 60036 for 2006

Order of Court

And now, January 4, 2006, the Court hereby amends
Rule L1302 of the Local Rules of Bedford County relating
to compulsory arbitration so as to provide as follows:

The chairman of the board of arbitration shall be paid
the sum of $200.00 for a hearing lasting one-half (1/2)
day. Each other member shall be paid the sum of $150.00
for a hearing lasting one-half (1/2) day. In the event a
hearing lasts a full day, the chairman shall be paid
$325.00 and each member shall be paid the sum of
$250.00. In the event the matter is settled and no hearing
is held, the chairman only shall be paid the sum of $75.00
for work performed in preparation for the hearing. Pay-
ment shall be made by the County of Bedford.

By the Court

DANIEL LEE HOWSARE,
President Judge
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-174. Filed for public inspection February 3, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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SUPREME COURT

Provisions for Electronic Filing of Statements of
Financial Interest; No. 282 Judicial Administra-
tion; Doc. No. 1

Order

And Now, this 23rd day of January, 2006, pursuant to
this Court’s Order of March 22, 2005, No. 271 Judicial
Administration Docket No. 1, provisions relating to a pilot
program for the electronic filing of statements of financial
interest for the Pennsylvania Unified Judicial System for
the 2004 reporting year were established.

Now, Therefore, It Is Ordered, effective immediately,
that the provisions of the aforementioned Order shall
continue in effect for the 2005 reporting year and all
subsequent reporting cycles, until further Order of this
Court.

RALPH J. CAPPY,
Chief Justice

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-175. Filed for public inspection February 3, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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