
THE COURTS
Title 231—RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
PART I. GENERAL

[ 231 PA. CODE CH. 200 ]
Damages for Delay

CHAPTER 200. BUSINESS OF COURTS

Rule 238. Damages for Delay in an Action for Bodily
Injury, Death or Property Damage.

* * * * *

Addendum to Explanatory Comment (2009)

The prime rate as set forth in the first edition of the
Wall Street Journal for a particular year is the basis for
calculating damages for delay under Pa.R.C.P. 238 as
revised November 7, 1988. The prime rate published in
the first edition of the Wall Street Journal for each of the
years specified is as follows:

Date of Publication
Prime Rate
Percentage

January 2, 2009 3 1/4
January 2, 2008 7 1/4
January 2, 2007 8 1/4
January 3, 2006 7 1/4
January 3, 2005 5 1/4
January 2, 2004 4
January 2, 2003 4 1/4
January 2, 2002 4 3/4
January 2, 2001 9 1/2
January 3, 2000 8 1/2
January 4, 1999 7 3/4
January 2, 1998 8 1/2

Official Note: The prime rate for the years 1980
through 1997 may be found in the Addendum to the
Explanatory Comment published in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin, volume 33, page 634 (2/1/03) and on the web site
of the Civil Procedural Rules Committee at [ http://
www.aopc.org ] http://www.pacourts.us.

By the Civil Procedural
Rules Committee

STEWART L. KURTZ,
Chair

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 09-66. Filed for public inspection January 16, 2009, 9:00 a.m.]

PART I. GENERAL
[ 231 PA. CODE CHS. 200 AND 2950 ]

Rescission of Rule 2951(a) and Amendment of
Rules 205.3, 236, 2955, 2956, 2957, 2962 and
2963 Governing Confession of Judgment; Civil
Procedural Rules; No. 506; Doc. No. 5

Order
Per Curiam:

And Now, this 29th day of December, 2008, Pennsylva-
nia Rule of Civil Procedure 2951(a) is rescinded. Pennsyl-
vania Rules of Civil Procedure 205.3, 236, 2955, 2956,
2957, 2962 and 2963 are amended to read as follows.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b) and shall be effective immediately.

Annex A

TITLE 231. RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART I. GENERAL

CHAPTER 200. BUSINESS OF COURTS

Rule 205.3. Filing Pleadings and Other Legal Pa-
pers with the Prothonotary. Originals and Copies.

(a) A party may file with the prothonotary an original
pleading or other legal paper, or a copy including a
facsimile copy provided that the copy shows that the
original pleading or other legal paper was properly signed
and, where applicable, verified. Except as otherwise pro-
vided by law, the copy shall be deemed the equivalent of
the original document.

Official Note: This rule does not authorize the filing of
legal papers with the prothonotary by facsimile transmis-
sion, but, rather, authorizes the filing of a non-original
facsimile or other copy. See Rule 205.1 governing the
manner of filing with the prothonotary.

See Rule 76 for the definition of facsimile copy.

The facsimile copy must be on paper of good quality.
See Pa.R.A.P. 124(a)(1).

[ This rule is not intended to alter the require-
ment of Rule 2951(c)(2) that a judgment by confes-
sion be entered pursuant to complaint if the origi-
nal cannot be produced for filing. ]

* * * * *

Rule 236. Notice by Prothonotary of Entry of Order
or Judgment.

(a) The prothonotary shall immediately give written
notice of the entry of

(1) a judgment entered by confession to the defendant
by ordinary mail [ at the address stated in the certifi-
cate of residence filed by the plaintiff ] together with
a copy of all documents filed with the prothonotary in
support of the confession of judgment. The plaintiff shall
provide the prothonotary with the required notice and
documents for mailing and a properly stamped and
addressed envelope; and

[ Official Note: See Rule 2951(a) as to the require-
ment of filing a certificate of the residence of the
plaintiff and of the defendant. ]
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* * * * *

CHAPTER 2950. CONFESSION OF JUDGMENT
FOR MONEY

Rule 2951. [ Methods ] Method of Proceeding.

[ (a)(1) Upon filing of the documents by subpara-
graph (2), the prothonotary shall enter judgment by
confession on a note, bond or other instrument
confessing judgment or authorizing confession by
an attorney at law or other person against the
person who executed it in favor of the original
holder or, unless expressly forbidden in the instru-
ment, in favor of the assignee or other transferee,
without the agency of an attorney and without the
filing of a complaint, for the amount which may
appear to be due from instrument. The judgment
may include interest computable from the instru-
ment.

(2) The documents to be filed in support of the
entry of judgment are

(i) the instrument,

(ii) an affidavit that the judgment is not being
entered by confession against a natural person in
connection with a consumer credit transaction, and

(iii) a certificate of residence of the plaintiff and
of the defendant.

Official Note: Section 2737(3) of the Judicial Code
provides that the prothonotary shall have the
power and the duty to ‘‘enter all civil judgments,
including judgments by confession.’’

A judgment by confession may be entered only in
the name of a holder, assignee or other transferee.
See Rule 2954.

For collection of attorneys’ fees under such a
judgment see Rule 2957. If an instrument autho-
rizes confession for a penal sum, judgment may be
entered in that amount.

If a judgment by confession on an instrument is
to be entered in a judicial district which has
implemented electronic filing, an electronic copy of
the instrument should be filed in support thereof.
Should an issue arise concerning the instrument,
any party at any time may request the production
of the original instrument for inspection pursuant
to Pa.R.C.P. No. 205.4(b)(5).

(b) ](a) [ If judgment by confession is authorized
by the instrument but may not be entered by the
prothonotary under subdivision (a), an ] An action
shall be commenced by filing with the prothonotary a
complaint substantially in the form provided by Rule
2952. [ Even though the instrument is one on which
judgment could be entered by the prothonotary
under subdivision (a), the plaintiff may proceed
under this subdivision.

(c) The action must be brought under subdivision
(b) if

(1) the instrument is more than ten years old or

(2) the original cannot be produced for filing or

(3) it requires the occurrence of a default or
condition precedent before judgment may be en-
tered, the occurrence of which cannot be ascer-
tained from the instrument itself, or

(4) the computation of the amount due requires
consideration of matters outside the instrument.

(d) ](b) If the instrument is more than twenty years
old, judgment may be entered only by leave of court after
notice and the filing of a complaint [ under Subdivision
(b) ].

[ (e) ](c) When [ the plaintiff proceeds under Sub-
division (b) and ] the original or a photostatic copy or
like reproduction of the instrument showing the defen-
dant’s signature is not attached to the complaint, judg-
ment may be entered only by leave of court after notice.

* * * * *

Rule 2955. Confession of Judgment.

(a) [ In an action commenced by a complaint
under Rule 2951(b), the ] The plaintiff shall file with
the complaint a confession of judgment substantially in
the form provided by Rule 2962.

* * * * *

Official Note: There are local rules in some counties
requiring the filing of an affidavit of non-military service.
See also the [ Soldiers, and Sailors ] Service-
members, Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.A. Appendix
§ [ 520 ] 521.

Rule 2956. Entry of Judgment.

The prothonotary shall enter judgment in conformity
with the confession.

Official Note: As to instruments more than 20 years
old see Rules 2951[ (d) ](b) and 2952(a)(9).

* * * * *

Rule 2957. Praecipe for Writ of Execution; Amount;
Items Claimed; Certification.

(a) Plaintiff may include the amount due, interest,
attorneys’ fees and costs in the praecipe for a writ of
execution under Rule 2963(5). [ Where judgment has
been entered under Rule 2951(a) and there has
been a record appearance of counsel at any stage of
the proceedings and attorneys’ fees are authorized
in the instrument, these fees may be included in
the praecipe for a writ of execution. ]

* * * * *

FORMS

Rule 2962. Confession of Judgment Where Action
Commenced by Complaint. Form.

The confession of judgment required by Rule 2955
shall be substantially in the following form:

* * * * *

[ Official Note: This form is not to be used when
judgment by confession is entered by the prothono-
tary under Rule 2951(a). ]
Rule 2963. Praecipe for Writ of Execution. Certifica-

tion. Form.

The praecipe for a writ of execution upon a confessed
judgment shall be substantially in the following form:

* * * * *
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(5) Amount due $
Interest from $
Attorneys’ fees* * $

[ [ Costs to be added ] ]
(Costs to be added) $

[ * * Where judgment has been entered under
Rule 2951(a), attorneys’ fees may be included if they
are authorized in the instrument and there has
been a record appearance of counsel at any stage of
the proceedings. ]

* * * * *
Explanatory Comment

Current Rule 2951 provides for two methods of confess-
ing judgment. Subdivision (a) allows the prothonotary,
upon the filing of certain documents in support of the
entry of judgment, to enter judgment by confession
without the filing of a complaint or a confession of
judgment signed by an attorney. Subdivision (b), on the
other hand, requires both the filing of a complaint and a
confession of judgment signed by an attorney. It has been
reported that the method prescribed in subdivision (a)
has been abused by lay persons. Furthermore, it is the
practice of counsel representing creditors to enter judg-
ments by confession pursuant to subdivision (b). They
seldom confess judgment pursuant to subdivision (a) and
subdivision (b) fully protects the creditor who seeks to
obtain a judgment by confession. Rule 2951 has been
amended by rescinding subdivision (a) so that all actions
for confessing judgment must be commenced by filing a
complaint. Rules 205.3, 236, 2955, 2956, 2957, 2962 and
2963 have also been amended to conform to the rescission
of Rule 2951(a).
By the Civil Procedural
Rules Committee

STEWART L. KURTZ,
Chair

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 09-67. Filed for public inspection January 16, 2009, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL
COURT RULES

BUCKS COUNTY
Order Amending Bucks County Administrative Or-

der No. 43; Regarding Transfer of Pennsylvania
State Police Criminal Summary Traffic Citations;
Criminal Division; No. MD-2654-2008

Order of Court
And Now, this 21st day of November, 2008, Bucks

County Administrative Order No. 43, is hereby amended
to read as follows:

And Now, to wit, this 25th day of May, 2001, in
accordance with Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Pro-
cedure, Rule 130 (A-6), it is hereby ordered and
directed that all Pennsylvania State Police criminal
summary traffic citations originating in the venue of
Magisterial District 07-1-01/Bensalem shall be filed
and heard in Magisterial District 07-1-04/Levittown.
It is further ordered and directed that all Pennsylva-
nia State Police criminal summary traffic citations

originating in the venue of 07-1-12/Bensalem shall be
filed and heard in Magisterial District 07-1-02/
Bristol.

The effective date for this amended order shall be
January 1, 2009.

This transfer of proceedings is ordered to better serve
the administration of justice in Bucks County, and in
particular, the named magisterial districts.

DAVID W. HECKLER,
President Judge

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 09-68. Filed for public inspection January 16, 2009, 9:00 a.m.]

LACKAWANNA COUNTY
Adult Probation Supervision Fund Fee Increase;

2008-MISC-8877

Administration Order

And Now, this 31st day of December, 2008, effective 30
days following publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin,
the monthly Adult Probation Supervision fee will increase
from $47.00 monthly to $52.00 monthly. This fee is
apportioned half (new amount $26.00) to the Adult Proba-
tion Supervision Fund (Account Line item No. 4010) and
half ($26.00) to the Adult Probation PBPP Supervision
Fund (per Act 35 of 1991/Account Line item No. 4528),
the latter of which is maintained by the Lackawanna
County Treasurer’s Office for the President Judge.

It is further ordered that, in accordance with Pa.R.C.P.
239, the District Court Administrator of Lackawanna
County, Pennsylvania, shall:

(a) File seven (7) certified copies hereof with the Ad-
ministrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts;

(b) Distribute two (2) certified copies hereof to the
Legislative Reference Bureau for Publication on the Penn-
sylvania Bulletin;

(c) File one (1) certified copy hereof with the Criminal
Rules Committee;

(d) Cause a copy hereof to be published one (1) time in
the Lackawanna Jurist at the expense of the County of
Lackawanna; and

(e) Supervise and distribute hereof all Judges of this
Court.

It is Further Ordered that copies of this Order are
directed to: the Court of Common Pleas; the District
Court Administrator; the Lackawanna County District
Attorney’s Office; the Lackawanna County Public Defend-
er’s Office; the Lackawanna County Clerk of Judicial
Records Office; the Lackawanna County Adult Probation
and Parole Office; and the Lackawanna County Treasur-
er’s Office.

By the Court
CHESTER T. HARHUT,

President Judge
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 09-69. Filed for public inspection January 16, 2009, 9:00 a.m.]
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SUPREME COURT
Revised Duty Assignment Schedule for Emergency

Petitions in the Year 2009; No. 325; Judicial
Administration; Doc. No. 1

Order

Per Curiam:

And Now, this 31st day of December, 2008, the order of
December 29, 2008, establishing the emergency duty
schedule for the year 2009 is vacated; the following duty
assignment schedule is hereby adopted for the handling
of emergency petitions in the year 2009.
January Justice J. Michael Eakin

Justice Seamus P.
McCaffery

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

February Justice Max Baer
Justice Jane C.

Greenspan

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

March Justice Thomas G. Saylor
Justice Debra Todd

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

April Justice J. Michael Eakin
Justice Seamus P.

McCaffery

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

May Justice Max Baer
Justice Jane C.

Greenspan

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

June Justice Thomas G. Saylor
Justice Debra Todd

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

July Justice J. Michael Eakin
Justice Seamus P.

McCaffery

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

August Justice Max Baer
Justice Jane C.

Greenspan

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

September Justice Thomas G. Saylor
Justice Debra Todd

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

October Justice J. Michael Eakin
Justice Seamus P.

McCaffery

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

November Justice Max Baer
Justice Jane C.

Greenspan

(Eastern District)
(Western District)

December Justice Thomas G. Saylor
Justice Debra Todd

(Eastern Distict)
(Western District)

PATRICIA NICOLA,
Chief Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 09-70. Filed for public inspection January 16, 2009, 9:00 a.m.]
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