
THE COURTS
Title 255—LOCAL

COURT RULES
BUCKS COUNTY

Venue Transfer of Civil/Landlord Tenant Filings
and Outlier Cases for District Court 07-2-03;
Administrative Order No. 87

Order of the Court
And Now, this 4th day of October, 2017, in accordance

with Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration No.
605(B)(6), it is hereby Ordered and Directed that all
Civil/Landlord Tenant filings and Outlier cases filed prior
to November 1, 2017 will be transferred to Magisterial
District Court 07-2-08, 962 Town Center, New Britain, PA
18901.

The effective date of this action shall be December 15,
2017.

The previously listed assignment of venue is ordered to
better serve the administration of justice in Bucks County
and in particular District Courts 07-2-08/New Britain and
07-2-03/Perkasie.
By the Court

JEFFREY L. FINLEY,
President Judge

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 17-1725. Filed for public inspection October 20, 2017, 9:00 a.m.]

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
Administrative Order Orphans’ Court Rules; OC

Admin Order No. 2017-002

Order of Court
And Now, this 2nd day of October 2017, it appearing

that the committee appointed by the Court for the
preparation of Orphans’ Local Rules of Court has pre-
pared and submitted the within Local Rules of Court, and
it further appearing that the recommendation of the
committee is appropriate and approved by the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania in accordance with Pa. O.C. Rule
1.5, it is therefore Ordered and Decreed that:

1. This Court adopted the Supreme Court Rules effec-
tive on September 1 2017, rescinding and replacing rules
1.1 through 13.3 and 17, and amending rules 14.1
through 16.12 of the Pennsylvania Orphans’ Court Rules.

2. The within ‘‘Local Orphans Court Rules’’ are hereby
approved, adopted and integrated with the Supreme
Court Orphans’ Court Rules, for the regulation of practice
and procedure in this Court, and In accordance with
Pa. O.C. Rule 1.5.

3. This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b) and shall be effective November 13,
2017 for all legal papers and pleadings filed as of that
date.

By the Court
EMIL GIORDANO,

Judge

ORPHANS’ COURT RULES
Rule N1.6.1. Mediation.

All interested parties in a matter may use mediation to
resolve issues pending before the Court, and, upon either
partial or complete resolution, may petition the Court to
approve the agreement of all interested parties as an
Order or Decree of the Court.

(a) all interested parties may engage the services of a
mediator, either prior to or after any party in interest has
filed a Pleading before the Court, including an Account
filed by a fiduciary for audit.

(b) All interested parties in a matter docketed before
the Court may request to engage in mediation at any
time during the pendency of the matter.

(c) In such request for mediation, all interested parties
shall identify:

(1) The proposed mediator and the proposed source of
payment of fees and costs of the mediator;

(2) Names and contact information of all interested
parties and any counsel who shall participate in the
mediation;

(3) Names and information regarding any interested
parties having diminished capacity or legal disability,
whose interest must be adequately protected; and

(4) The scheduled date for the initial mediation confer-
ence.

(d) All interested parties shall execute an agreement
for confidential mediation, which is not inconsistent with
this local rule, and which shall remain confidential.

(e) Mediation shall not delay the required filing of any
Pleading or ordered return dates, or the scheduling of
Court Hearings, unless specifically requested by joinder of
the interested parties and so ordered by the Court.

(f) The Court will respect the confidentiality of the
mediation process and of the mediator’s obligation of
confidentiality.

(g) Upon completion of mediation, all interested parties
shall sign a memorandum of principal terms, which either
shall acknowledge that no resolution was reached, or
shall embody the resolutions attained. This memorandum
of principal terms shall clearly state partial resolutions or
complete resolution attained. The memorandum of princi-
pal terms shall include a list of unresolved issues to be
determined by the Court. Where appropriate, the princi-
pal terms could provide for future review in light of
changed circumstances or change in the operative facts.
The memorandum of principal terms agreed upon, or the
statement of no resolution, shall be filed with the Court.

(h) In no event shall the terms agreed upon depart
from or violate any provisions of applicable law, specifi-
cally including the Older Adults Protective Services Act,
the Act of Dec. 18, 1996, P.L. 1125, No. 169 (35 P.S.
§§ 10225.101—10225.5102) as may be amended.

(i) The interested parties may request that the Court
approve the final mediated agreement, which embodies
the principal terms agreed upon in the memorandum
referenced above. The Court may grant approval in an
Order or Decree. Alternatively, the Court may recommend
any changes that the Court deems appropriate for ap-
proval. The parties to the mediation may accept the
Court’s recommendations, in which event the terms
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agreed upon, as modified, shall be approved, or the
parties may decline to accept the Court’s recommenda-
tions, in which event the matter is deemed not to have
resulted in an agreement.
Rule N2.5.1. Time for Calling of Accounts for Audit.

Accounts will be called for audit in open Court on such
dates as shall be determined by the Court.
Rule N2.6.1. Time for Filing of Accounts for Audit.

Accounts which are to be called for audit on a particu-
lar audit date shall be filed not later than the closing
date fixed for an audit date by the Court calendar.
Rule N5.10.1. Public Sale of Real Property, Addi-

tional Requirements.

(a) Sale by Personal Representative. A petition by a
fiduciary to sell real property at public sale, in addition to
the requirements of Pa. O.C. Rule 5.10 shall also set forth
in separate paragraphs:

(1) the name, residence and date of death of the
decedent; whether they died testate or intestate; and the
date of the grant of letters;

(2) that the personal representative is not otherwise
authorized to sell by the Act, or is not authorized or is
denied the power to do so by the Will, or that it is
desirable that the sale have the effect of a judicial sale,
stating the reasons;

(3) whether an inventory and appraisement have been
filed; the total value of the property shown therein and
the value at which the real property to be sold was
included therein;

(4) if the personal representative entered bond with the
Register, the name of the surety and the amount of such
bond;

(5) the names and relationships of all interested par-
ties; a brief description of their respective interests;
whether any of them are minors, incapacitated persons,
or deceased and if so, the names and the record of the
appointment of their fiduciaries, if any;

(6) a full description of the real property to be sold, the
improvements thereon, by whom it is occupied, its rental
value and the current valuation for local real estate tax
purposes; and

(7) sufficient facts to enable the Court to determine
that the sale is desirable for the proper administration
and distribution of the estate.

(b) Sale by Trustee. A petition by a trustee to sell real
property at public sale shall, in addition to the require-
ments of Pa. O.C. Rule 5.10, also set forth in separate
paragraphs:

(1) how title was acquired, stating the date and place
of probate of the Will or recording of the deed;

(2) a recital of the relevant provisions of the Will or
deed pertaining to the real property to be sold, and the
relevant history of the trust;

(3) the names and relationships of all interested par-
ties, a brief description of their respective interest,
whether any of them are minors, incapacitated persons or
deceased, and if so, the names and record of the appoint-
ment of their fiduciaries, if any;

(4) a full description of the real property to be sold, the
improvements thereon, by whom it is occupied, its rental
value and the current valuation for local real estate tax
purposes;

(5) that the trustee is not otherwise authorized to sell
by the Act, or is denied the power by the trust instru-
ment; or that it is advisable that the sale have the effect
of a judicial sale, stating the reasons; and

(6) sufficient facts to enable the Court to determine
that the proposed sale is for the best interest of the trust.

(c) Sale by Guardian of Minor. A petition by the
guardian of a minor to sell real property at public sale
shall, in addition to the requirements of Pa. O.C. Rule
5.10, also

(1) the age of the minor;

(2) the names of the minor’s next of kin and the notice
given them of the presentation of the petition;

(3) how title was acquired, stating the date and place
of probate of the Will or recording of the deed;

(4) a recital of the provisions of the Will or deed
relating to the real property to be sold;

(5) the nature and extent of the interest of the minor,
of the guardian, and of other persons in the real property;

(6) a full description of the real property to be sold, the
improvements thereon, by whom it is occupied, its rental
value and current valuation for local real estate tax
purposes; and

(7) sufficient facts to enable the Court to determine
that the proposed sale will be for the best interest of the
minor.

(d) Sale by Guardian of an Incapacitated Person. A
petition by the guardian of an incapacitated person to sell
real property at public sale shall, in addition to the
requirements of Pa. O.C. Rule 5.10, also set forth in
separate paragraphs;

(1) the date of adjudication of incompetency and of the
appointment of the guardian;

(2) the place of domicile and the current place of
residence of the incapacitated person;

(3) the date of filing of the inventory of the assets of
the incapacitated person with a summary thereof;

(4) the vocation of the incapacitated person and his
current earned income, if any;

(5) details concerning the persons residing within the
Commonwealth who are sui juris and would be entitled to
share in the estate if the incapacitated person were to die
at that time;

(6) a schedule of the names and addresses of the
creditors of the incapacitated person and the amounts of
their claims;

(7) description of the property and recital of record
title, the improvements thereon, by whom it is occupied,
its rental value and current valuation for local real estate
tax purposes;

(8) such facts as will enable the Court to determine
that the proposed sale is for the benefit of the incapaci-
tated person; and

(9) joinder of or proof of notice to all interested parties.

Rule N5.10.2. Notice. Confirmation.

(a) Notice. After the allowance of a petition for public
sale, notice of the public sale of real property shall be
given concurrently as follows:
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(1) by advertisement once a week for three (3) succes-
sive weeks in one or more newspapers of general circula-
tion published at or near the situs of the real property;
and

(2) by personal notice or registered or certified mail to
all interested parties, of the time and place of the
proposed sale, at least twenty (20) days prior thereto.

(b) Confirmation. If no objection is filed, the Court may
enter a Decree approving or confirming the sale upon
submission of a return of sale; which shall be in the form
of an affidavit, which shall set forth:

(1) the notice given as provided by (1) above;
(2) the price obtained; and
(3) the name and address of the purchaser and an

averment that they were the highest bidder.
Rule N5.11.1. Private Sale of Real Property, Exhib-

its.
The following exhibits shall be attached to a petition by

a personal representative, trustee, or guardian to sell real
estate at private sale;

(1) a copy of the Will, deed, or Decree by which the
fiduciary was appointed;

(2) any consents or joinders of all interested parties,
and the names and a copy of the notice which has been
given to those parties who do not consent or join, such
notice containing the date of the presentation of the
petition to the Court;

(3) consent by any mortgagee whose lien would other-
wise not be discharged by the sale or, if not attached, the
reason therefor;

(4) a copy of the agreement of sale; and

(5) affidavits as to value by two real estate appraisers.
Rule N5.11.2. Security.

The Court, in the Decree approving or confirming the
private sale, will fix the amount of bond or additional
security which the personal representative, trustee or
guardian shall be required to enter, or will excuse the
fiduciary from entering bond or additional security.
Rule N7.1.1. Discovery.

(a) The practice relating to discovery shall be by special
Order of the Court in each case.

(b) Leave of Court must be granted to obtain discovery
of any kind or the perpetuation of testimony. Requests
may be made by petition or oral motion, with proper
notice or consent of all parties.

(c) A petition to perpetuate testimony shall include the
averments required by Pa.R.C.P 1532.

Rule N7.1.2. Pre-Hearing Conference.

(a) In any proceeding before the Court, the Court may
direct the parties and counsel to appear for a pre-hearing
conference.

(b) At least five (5) business days prior to the date of
the pre-hearing conference, each party shall file with the
Clerk and serve upon each other party a written pre-
hearing statement which shall contain:

(1) a listing of the legal and factual issues and relief
requested;

(2) the names and addresses of all witnesses to be
called during the hearing and a statement as to whether
each witness is a fact witness or an expert witness;

(3) an identification of all exhibits to be used at any
hearing;

(4) any list of proposed stipulations or agreements;

(5) any proposed amendments to Pleadings;

(6) such other matters as may aid the Court in the
disposition of this action;

(7) an identification of hearing counsel, along with
counsel’s name, address, email address, telephone number
and facsimile number;

(8) an estimate of the length of the hearing; and

(9) a statement as to the status of settlement negotia-
tions.

Rule N9.1.1. Manner of Notice and to Whom Given
of Appointment of Master or Auditor.

(a) The Order of Appointment shall specify the matters
which are referred to the Master or Auditor.

(b) An Auditor or Master shall give at least twenty (20)
days written notice of their appointment and of the time
and place of the first hearing to all parties of record or
their attorneys of record by ordinary mail to each person’s
address of record.

(c) The Court may direct the notice of appointment and
of the time and place of the first hearing be given to other
persons in such manner as the Court may direct.

Rule N9.6.1. Notice of Intention to File.

An Auditor or Master shall give twenty (20) days’ notice
to all parties of record or their attorneys of record of the
Auditor’s or Master’s intention to file the report on a date
certain. The Auditor or Master shall include a copy of the
report with the notice.

Rule N9.7.1. Manner of Confirmation and Approval
of Reports.

(a) Objections to or a request for reconsideration of the
report must be filed with the Master or Auditor within
twenty (20) days of the date of the Notice of Intention to
File in Pa. O.C. Rule N9.6.1. A copy of the objections must
be served on all parties of record or their attorneys of
record.

(b) Objections must be in writing. Each objection must
be listed separately and precisely identify the basis of
objection.

(c) If objections are filed with the Master or Auditor
during the fifteen (15) day notice period, it shall then be
the duty of the Master or Auditor to re-examine their
report in light of the objections filed. Within thirty (30)
days of the filing of the objections, the Master or Auditor
will supplement their report by a full consideration of the
objections seriatim setting forth concisely in their supple-
mental report the reasons for sustaining or dismissing
each objection.

(d) The person filing objections to the report shall file a
Praecipe for argument in accordance with Northampton
County Court Rule of Civil Procedure No. N211.

(e) If no objections are filed to the report, the report
shall be filed with the Court and forwarded to the Judge
appointing the Master or Auditor for examination and the
entry of an appropriate Decree.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 17-1726. Filed for public inspection October 20, 2017, 9:00 a.m.]
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WESTMORELAND COUNTY
Public Access Local Rule; No. 3 of 2017

Amended Administrative Order of Court

And Now, this 2nd day of October, 2017, It Is Hereby
Ordered that the Order of Court dated September 28,
2017 is hereby amended to reflect that the rule is
numbered WJ511, not WJ510. The rule shall become
effective January 6, 2018.

By the Court
RICHARD E. McCORMICK, Jr.,

President Judge

Rule WJ511. Filing Documents to Conform to Pub-
lic Access Policy.

Pursuant to Section 7 of the Public Access Policy of the
Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania: Case Records of
the Appellate and Trial Courts, persons who file docu-
ments that contain confidential information as defined by
the Public Access Policy shall use and file the Confiden-
tial Information Form in order to comply with the Policy.
The form shall be available in each filing office as well as
on the Court Administration website, at http://www.co.
westmoreland.pa.us/2295/Local-Rules-of-Court.

Adopted 9-14-17 Effective 1-6-18
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 17-1727. Filed for public inspection October 20, 2017, 9:00 a.m.]

YORK COUNTY
Adoption of Local Rule of Judicial Administration

510; CP-67-AD-0000039-2017; 2017-MI-000261;
6717-0100

Administrative Order Adopting York County
Local Rule of Judicial Administration 510

And Now, this 4th day of October, 2017, it is Ordered
that York County Local Rule of Judicial Administration
510 is adopted, effective January 6, 2018.

The District Court Administrator shall publish this
order as may be required.
By the Court

JOSEPH C. ADAMS,
President Judge

Rule 510. Confidential Information Form.
Pursuant to Section 7 of the Public Access Policy of the

Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania: Case Records of
the Appellate and Trial Courts, persons who file docu-
ments that contain confidential information as defined by
the Policy shall use and file a Confidential Information
Form (CIF) or a Confidential Document Form (CDF), as
applicable, in order to comply with the Policy. Parties are
expressly prohibited from filing two versions of any
document, i.e., a redacted version and an unredacted
version. The forms shall be available in each filing office
as well as on the Public Records page of the UJS website
at http://www.pacourts.us/public-record-policies.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 17-1728. Filed for public inspection October 20, 2017, 9:00 a.m.]
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