
THE COURTS
Title 201—RULES OF

JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
[ 201 PA. CODE CH. 19 ]

Order Adopting Rule 1908 of the Rules of Judicial
Administration; No. 520 Judicial Administration
Doc.

Order

Per Curiam

And Now, this 3rd day of October, 2019, it is Ordered
pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania that Rule 1908 of the Pennsylvania Rules of
Judicial Administration is adopted in the form as follows.

To the extent that notice of proposed rulemaking would
be required by Rule 103 of the Pennsylvania Rules of
Judicial Administration or otherwise, the rule herein is
required in the interest of justice and efficient adminis-
tration.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and shall be effective in thirty days.

Annex A

TITLE 201. RULES OF JUDICIAL
ADMINISTRATION

CHAPTER 19. MISCELLANEOUS
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

FILLING OF VACANCIES

Rule 1908. Filling of vacancies.

When a court of common pleas is filling a vacancy to an
elected office under a statutory duty, the following proce-
dures shall apply:

(a) The Court shall receive applications from any inter-
ested candidates for the position pursuant to a deadline
established by the court.

(b) The names of all candidates under consideration
and any written application materials submitted by any
candidate are public information and shall be made
available to any member of the public upon request. The
following items included in any written application mate-
rials shall not be publicly released: the candidate’s Social
Security number; the candidate’s home address, personal
telephone number, and personal email address; and infor-
mation pertaining to the name, home address, or date of
birth of children under 17 years of age.

(c) Selection shall be by a vote of the commissioned
judges of the court, including the president judge. In the
event of a tie vote, the president judge will cast the
deciding vote.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1543. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 204—JUDICIAL SYSTEM
GENERAL PROVISIONS

PART II. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
[ 204 PA. CODE CH. 29 ]

Promulgation of Consumer Price Index Pursuant
to 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 3571(c)(4); No.
519 Judicial Administration Doc.

Order
Per Curiam

And Now, this 1st day of October, 2019, It Is Ordered
pursuant to Article V, Section 10(c) of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania and Section 3502(a) of the Judicial Code, 42
Pa.C.S. § 3502(a), that the Court Administrator of Penn-
sylvania is authorized to obtain and publish in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin the percentage increase in the
Consumer Price Index for calendar year 2018 as required
by Act 96 of 2010, 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 3571(c)(4)
(as amended).

Annex A
TITLE 204. JUDICIAL SYSTEM GENERAL

PROVISIONS
PART II. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

CHAPTER 29. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Subchapter K. COSTS, FINES AND FEES

§ 29.401a. Consumer Price Index—costs and fines.
Pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Pennsylvania

Constitution, and 42 Pa.C.S. § 1721, the Supreme Court
has authorized the Court Administrator of Pennsylvania
to obtain and publish in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on or
before November 30 the percentage increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index for calendar year 2018 as required by
Act 96 of 2010, 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 3571(c)(4) (as
amended). See, No. 519 Judicial Administration Docket.

The Court Administrator of Pennsylvania reports that
the percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index, All
Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average, for calendar year
2018 was 1.9% percent. (See, U.S. Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Series CUUROOOOSAO,
March 4, 2019.)

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1544. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 204—JUDICIAL SYSTEM
GENERAL PROVISIONS

[ 204 PA. CODE CH. 29 ]
Promulgation of Financial Regulations Pursuant to

42 Pa.C.S. § 3502(a); No. 518 Judicial Adminis-
tration Doc.

Order

Per Curiam And Now, this 1st day of October, 2019, It Is
Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10(c) of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and Section 3502(a) of the
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Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. § 3502(a), that the Court
Administrator of Pennsylvania is authorized to promul-
gate the following Financial Regulations. The costs out-
lined in the Financial Regulations are effective as of
January 1, 2020. To the extent that notice of proposed
rule-making may be required by Pa.R.J.A. No. 103, the
immediate promulgation of the regulations is hereby
found to be in the interests of efficient administration.

This Order is to be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b) and is effective immediately.

Annex A

TITLE 204. JUDICIAL SYSTEM GENERAL
PROVISIONS

PART II. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

CHAPTER 29. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Subchapter K. COSTS, FINES AND FEES

§ 29.401. Scope.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court, pursuant to Art. V,
§ 10 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, and 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 1721, has authorized by Administrative Order, the
Court Administrator of Pennsylvania to promulgate regu-
lations relating to the accounting methods to be utilized
in connection with the collection of fees and costs charged
and collected by prothonotaries, and clerks of courts of all
courts of common pleas, or by any officials designated to
perform the functions thereof, as well as by the minor
judiciary, including magisterial district judges, and judges
and staff of all divisions of the Philadelphia Municipal
Court.

Under authority of said Administrative Order and
pursuant to the authority vested in the governing author-
ity under 42 Pa.C.S. § 3502(a) of the Judicial Code, the
following regulations are adopted to implement Act 96 of
2010, 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 3571(c)(4) (as
amended).

§ 29.402. 42 Pa.C.S. § 1725.1. Costs.

(a) Civil cases.—In calendar year 2020, the costs to be
charged by magisterial district judges in every civil case,
except as otherwise provided in this section, shall be as
follows:

(1) Actions involving $500 or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55.00
(2) Actions involving more than $500 but not

more than $2,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $73.00
(3) Actions involving more than $2,000 but not

more than $4,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $91.50
(4) Actions involving between $4,001 and

$12,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $137.00
(5) Landlord-tenant actions involving $2,000 or

less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $82.00
(6) Landlord-tenant actions involving more

than $2,000 but not more than $4,000 . . . . . . . . . . . $100.50
(7) Landlord-tenant actions involving more

than $4,000 but not more than $12,000. . . . . . . . . . $137.00
(8) Order of execution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $41.00
(9) Objection to levy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50
(10) Reinstatement of complaint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.50
(11) Entering Transcript on Appeal or

Certiorari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00

Said costs shall not include, however, the cost of
postage and registered mail which shall be borne by the
plaintiff.

(a.1) Custody cases.—In calendar year 2020, the cost
(in addition to the cost provided by general rule) to be
charged by the court of common pleas shall be as follows:

(1) Custody cases, except as provided in sec-
tion 1725(c)(2)(v). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.50

(b) Criminal cases.—In calendar year 2020, the costs to
be charged by the minor judiciary or by the court of
common pleas where appropriate in every criminal case,
except as otherwise provided in this section, shall be as
follows:

(1) Summary conviction, except motor vehicle
cases. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $52.00

(2) Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases,
other than paragraph (3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $41.00

(3) Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases,
hearing demanded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00

(4) Misdemeanor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $59.50
(5) Felony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $68.50

Such costs shall not include, however, the cost of
postage and registered mail which shall be paid by the
defendant upon conviction.

(c) Unclassified costs or charges.—In calendar year
2020, the costs to be charged by the minor judiciary in
the following instances not readily classifiable shall be as
follows:

(1) Entering transcript of judgment from
another member of the minor judiciary . . . . . . . . . . $9.50

(2) Marrying each couple, making record
thereof, and certificate to the parties . . . . . . . . . . . . $46.00

(3) Granting emergency relief pursuant to
23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to protection from
abuse) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50

(4) Issuing a search warrant (except as
provided in subsection (d)) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50

(5) Any other issuance not otherwise provided
in this subsection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50
§ 29.403. 42 Pa.C.S. § 3571.

In calendar year 2020, Commonwealth portion of fines,
etc.

* * * * *
(c) Costs in magisterial district judge proceedings.
(2) Amounts payable to the Commonwealth:
(i) Summary conviction, except motor vehicle

cases. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.20

(ii) Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases
other than subparagraph (iii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.20

(iii) Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases,
hearing demanded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.20

(iv) Misdemeanor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23.80
(v) Felony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36.50
(vi) Assumpsit or trespass involving:
(A) $500 or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22.90
(B) More than $500 but not more than

$2,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36.50
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(C) More than $2,000 but not more than
$4,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $54.90

(D) Between $4,001 and $12,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $91.35
(vii) Landlord-tenant proceeding involving:
(A) $2,000 or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36.40
(B) More than $2,000 but not more than

$4,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45.65
(C) More than $4,000 but not more than

$12,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $63.95
(viii) Objection to levy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.25
(ix) Order of execution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27.30
(x) Issuing a search warrant (except as

provided in section 1725.1(d) (relating to costs)) . . $12.95
(xi) Order of possession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00
(xii) Custody cases (except as provided in

section 1725(c)(2)(v)) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.80
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1545. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 204—JUDICIAL SYSTEM
GENERAL PROVISIONS

PART V. PROFESSIONAL ETHICS AND CONDUCT
[ 204 PA. CODE CH. 83 ]

Amendment of Rules 102, 201, 217 and 219 of the
Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement; No. 185 Dis-
ciplinary Rules Doc.

Order
Per Curiam

And Now, this 2nd day of October, 2019, upon the
recommendation of the Disciplinary Board of the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania; the proposal having been submit-
ted without publication in the interests of justice and
efficient administration pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. No.
103(a)(3):

It Is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania that Rules 102, 201, 217
and 219 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Disciplinary En-
forcement are amended in the following form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and shall be effective in 30 days.

Annex A
TITLE 204. JUDICIAL SYSTEM GENERAL

PROVISIONS
PART V. PROFFESSIONAL ETHICS AND

CONDUCT
Subpart B. DISCIPLINARY ENFORCEMENT
CHAPTER 83. PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF

DISCIPLINARY ENFORCEMENT
Subchapter A. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

Rule 102. Definitions.
* * * * *

Administrative suspension—Status of an attorney, after
Court order, who: failed to pay the annual fee and/or file

the form required by subdivisions (a) and (d) of Enforce-
ment Rule 219; was reported to the Court by the Pennsyl-
vania Continuing Legal Education Board under Rule
111(b), Pa.R.C.L.E., for having failed to satisfy the re-
quirements of the Pennsylvania Rules for Continuing
Legal Education; failed to pay any expenses taxed pursu-
ant to Enforcement Rule 208(g); or failed to meet the
requirements for maintaining a limited law license as a
Limited In-House Corporate Counsel, a foreign legal
consultant, an attorney participant in defender [ and ] or
legal services programs [ pursuant to Pa.B.A.R. 311,
or ], a military attorney, or attorney spouse of an
active-duty service member.

Attorney—Includes any person subject to these rules.

‘‘Attorney participant in defender or legal services
programs.’’ An attorney holding a limited admission
to practice under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule
311 (relating to limited admission of participants in
defender or legal services programs).

Attorney Registration Office—The administrative divi-
sion of the Disciplinary Board which governs the annual
registration of every attorney admitted to, or engaging in,
the practice of law in this Commonwealth, with the
exception of attorneys admitted to practice pro hac vice
under Pa.B.A.R. 301.

‘‘Attorney spouse of an active-duty service mem-
ber.’’ An attorney holding a limited admission to
practice under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule
304 (relating to limited admission of spouses of
active-duty members of the United States Uni-
formed Services).

Board—The Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania.

* * * * *

‘‘Legal Counsel.’’ Counsel to the Board and Special
Counsel.

‘‘Limited In-House Corporate Counsel.’’ An attor-
ney holding a limited admission to practice under
Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 302 (relating to
limited admission of in-house corporate counsel).

Military attorney—An attorney holding a limited admis-
sion to practice under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule
303 (relating to limited admission of military attorneys).

Petitioner-attorney—Includes any person subject to
these rules who has filed a petition for reinstatement to
the practice of law.

Practice of law—Includes the provision of legal services
as a foreign legal consultant [ or ], military attorney,
[ or ] attorney spouse of an active-duty service
member, attorney participant in defender or legal
services programs, or pursuant to a Limited In-House
Corporate Counsel License.

* * * * *

Subchapter B. MISCONDUCT

Rule 201. Jurisdiction.

(a) The exclusive disciplinary jurisdiction of the Su-
preme Court and the Board under these rules extends to:

(1) Any attorney admitted to practice law in this
Commonwealth.
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Official Note: The jurisdiction of the Board under this
paragraph includes jurisdiction over a foreign legal con-
sultant, military attorney, attorney spouse of an
active-duty service member, attorney participant in
defender or legal services programs, or a person
holding a Limited In-House Corporate Counsel License.
See the definitions of ‘‘attorney,’’ ‘‘practice of law’’ and
‘‘respondent-attorney’’ in Rule 102.

* * * * *

Rule 217. Formerly admitted attorneys.

* * * * *

(h) Within ten days after the effective date of an order
of disbarment or suspension for a period longer than one
year, the formerly admitted attorney shall surrender to
the Board the certificate issued by the Attorney Registra-
tion Office under Rule 219(e) (relating to annual registra-
tion of attorneys) for the current year, along with any
certificate of good standing issued under Pennsylvania
Bar Admission Rule 201(d) (relating to certification of
good standing), certificate of admission issued under
Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 231(d)(3) (relating to
action by Prothonotary), certificate of licensure issued
under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 341(e)(3) (relat-
ing to motion for licensure), Limited In-House Corporate
Counsel License issued under Pennsylvania Bar Admis-
sion Rule 302 (relating to limited in-house corporate
counsel license) [ or ], limited certificate of admission
issued under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 303 (re-
lating to limited admission of military attorneys), limited
certificate of admission issued under Pennsylvania
Bar Admission Rule 304 (relating to limited admis-
sion of attorney spouses of active-duty service
members), or limited certificate of admission issued
under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 311 (relat-
ing to attorney participants in defender or legal
services programs). The Board may destroy the annual
certificate issued under Rule 219(e), but shall retain any
other documents surrendered under this subdivision and
shall return those documents to the formerly admitted
attorney in the event that he or she is subsequently
reinstated.

* * * * *

Rule 219. Annual registration of attorneys.

* * * * *

(d) On or before July 1 of each year, all attorneys
required by this rule to pay an annual fee shall electroni-
cally file with the Attorney Registration Office an elec-
tronically endorsed form prescribed by the Attorney Reg-
istration Office in accordance with the following
procedures:

(1) The form shall set forth:

(i) The date on which the attorney was admitted to
practice, licensed as a foreign legal consultant, granted
limited admission as an attorney participant in defender
[ and ] or legal services programs [ pursuant to
Pa.B.A.R. 311, or ], issued a Limited-In-House Corporate
Counsel License, or granted limited admission as an
attorney spouse of an active-duty service member,
and a list of all courts (except courts of this Common-
wealth) and jurisdictions in which the person has ever
been licensed to practice law, with the current status
thereof.

* * * * *

(4) Upon original admission to the bar of this Common-
wealth, licensure as a Foreign Legal Consultant, issuance
of a Limited In-House Corporate Counsel License, [ or ]
limited admission as an attorney participant in defender
[ and ] or legal services programs [ pursuant to
Pa.B.A.R. 311 ], or limited admission as an attorney
spouse of an active-duty service member, a person
shall concurrently file a form under this subdivision for
the current assessment year, but no annual fee shall be
payable for the assessment year in which originally
admitted or licensed.

* * * * *
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1546. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 234—RULES OF
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

[ 234 PA. CODE CH. 9 ]
Order Revising the Comments of Rules 900 and

901; No. 514 Criminal Procedural Rules Doc.

Order

Per Curiam

And Now, this 1st day of October, 2019, upon the
recommendation of the Criminal Procedural Rules Com-
mittee; the proposal not having been published before
adoption in the interests of justice and efficient adminis-
tration, and a Final Report to be published with this
Order:

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania that the Comments to Penn-
sylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure 900 and 901 are
revised, in the following form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and shall be effective immediately.

Annex A

TITLE 234. RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

CHAPTER 9. POST-CONVICTION COLLATERAL
PROCEEDINGS

Rule 900. Scope; Notice In Death Penalty Cases.

(A) The rules in Chapter 9 apply to capital and
noncapital cases under the Post Conviction Relief Act, 42
Pa.C.S. §§ 9541—9546, as amended by Act 1995-32 (SS1).

(B) Notice in Death Penalty Cases

In all death penalty cases upon the Supreme Court’s
affirmance of the judgment of a death sentence, the
Prothonotary shall include in the mailing required by
Pa.R.A.P. 2521 (Entry of Judgment or Other Order) the
following information concerning the Post Conviction Re-
lief Act and the procedures under Chapter 9 of the Rules
of Criminal Procedure. ‘‘Parties’’ as used in Pa.R.A.P. 2521
shall include the defendant, the defendant’s counsel, and
the attorney for the Commonwealth for the purposes of
this rule.

(1) A petition for post-conviction collateral relief must
be filed within one year of the date the judgment becomes
final, except as otherwise provided by statute.
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(2) As provided in 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(b)(3), a judgment
becomes final at the conclusion of direct review, which
includes discretionary review in the Supreme Court of the
United States and the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, or
at the expiration of time for seeking the review.

(3) (a) If the defendant fails to file a petition within the
one-year time limit, the action may be barred. See 42
Pa.C.S. § 9545(b).

(b) Any issues that could have been raised in the
post-conviction proceeding, but were not, may be waived.
See 42 Pa.C.S. § 9544(b).

(4) Pursuant to Rule 904 (Appointment of Counsel; in
Forma Pauperis), the trial judge will appoint new counsel
for the purpose of post-conviction collateral review, un-
less:

(a) the defendant has elected to proceed pro se or waive
post-conviction collateral proceedings, and the judge finds,
after a colloquy on the record, that the defendant is
competent and the defendant’s election is knowing, intelli-
gent, and voluntary;

(b) the defendant requests continued representation by
original trial counsel or direct appeal counsel, and the
judge finds, after a colloquy on the record, that the
petitioner’s election constitutes a knowing, intelligent,
and voluntary waiver of a claim that counsel was ineffec-
tive; or

(c) the judge finds, after a colloquy on the record, that
the defendant has engaged counsel who has entered, or
will promptly enter, an appearance for the collateral
review proceedings.

Comment

The 1995 amendments to the Post Conviction Relief Act
specifically provide that, ‘‘except as specifically provided
otherwise, all provisions of this subchapter shall apply to
capital and noncapital cases.’’ See 42 Pa.C.S. § 9542.

See Rule 909 (Procedures for Petitions in Death Penalty
Cases: Stays of Execution of Sentence; Hearing; Disposi-
tion) concerning requests for, and length of, stays of
execution in death penalty cases.

[ Under the 1995 amendments to the PCRA, a
petition for post-conviction relief, including second
and subsequent petitions, must be filed ‘‘within one
year of the date the judgment becomes final,’’ 42
Pa.C.S. § 9545(b)(1), unless one of the statutory
exceptions applies, see 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(b)(1)(i)—
(iii). Any petition invoking one of these exceptions
must be filed within 60 days of the date the claim
could have been presented. See 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 9545(b)(2). ] For time limits for filing a petition
for post-conviction relief and any exceptions, see
42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(b).

See Rule 904 for the procedures for the appointment of
counsel.

Pursuant to paragraph (B), the Supreme Court’s Pro-
thonotary must include with the mailing required by Rule
of Appellate Procedure 2521 (Entry of Judgment or Other
Order) the information set forth in paragraph (B)(1)—(4).
Rule 2521 requires, inter alia, on the date a judgment or
order is entered, that the prothonotary is to send to all
parties by first class mail a copy of any opinion, or
judgment, or order.

Official Note: Rule 1500 adopted August 11, 1997,
effective immediately; Comment revised July 23, 1999,
effective September 1, 1999; renumbered Rule 900 and
amended March 1, 2000, effective April 1, 2001; amended
March 26, 2002, effective July 1, 2002[ . ]; Comment
revised October 1, 2019, effective immediately.

Committee Explanatory Reports:

Final Report explaining the August 11, 1997 adoption of
Rule 1500 published with the Court’s Order at 27 Pa.B.
4305 (August 23, 1997).

Final Report explaining the July 23, 1999 Comment
revision concerning stays published with the Court’s
Order at 29 Pa.B. 4167 (August 7, 1999).

Final Report explaining the March 1, 2000 reorganiza-
tion and renumbering of the rules published with the
Court’s Order at 30 Pa.B. 1477 (March 18, 2000).

Final Report explaining the March 26, 2002 amend-
ments providing for notice in death penalty cases pub-
lished with the Court’s Order at 32 Pa.B. 1841 (April 13,
2002).

Final Report explaining the October 1, 2019 Com-
ment revision concerning time limitation for rais-
ing exceptions to filing restrictions published with
the Court’s Order at 49 Pa.B. 6066 (October 19,
2019).

Rule 901. Initiation of Post-Conviction Collateral
Proceedings.

(A) A petition for post-conviction collateral relief shall
be filed within one year of the date the judgment becomes
final, except as otherwise provided by statute.

(B) A proceeding for post-conviction collateral relief
shall be initiated by filing a petition and 3 copies with the
clerk of the court in which the defendant was convicted
and sentenced. The petition shall be verified by the
defendant.

Comment

The rules in Chapter 9 govern proceedings to obtain
relief authorized by the Post Conviction Relief Act, 42
Pa.C.S. §§ 9541 et seq. (hereinafter PCRA).

By statute, a court may not entertain a request for any
form of relief in anticipation of the filing of a petition for
post-conviction collateral relief. See 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(a).
For stays of execution, see 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(c) and Rule
909(A).

The petition for post-conviction relief under these rules
is not intended to be a substitute for or a limitation on
the availability of appeal or a post-sentence motion. See
Pa.Rs.Crim.P. 720 and 811. Rather, the Chapter 9 Rules
are intended to require that, in a single proceeding, the
defendant must raise and the judge must dispose of all
grounds for relief available after conviction and exhaus-
tion of the appellate process, either by affirmance or by
the failure to take a timely appeal.

Except as provided in Rule 902(E)(2) for death penalty
cases, no discovery is permitted at any stage of the
proceedings, except upon leave of the court with a
showing of exceptional circumstances. See Rule 902(E)(1),
which implements 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(d)(2).

As used in the Chapter 9 Rules, ‘‘petition for post-
conviction collateral relief ’’ and ‘‘petition’’ are intended to
include an amended petition filed pursuant to Rule 905,
except where the context indicates otherwise.
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[ Under the 1995 amendments to the PCRA, a
petition for post-conviction relief, including second
and subsequent petitions, must be filed ‘‘within one
year of the date the judgment becomes final,’’ 42
Pa.C.S. § 9545(b)(1), unless one of the statutory
exceptions applies, see 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(b)(1)(i)—
(iii). Any petition invoking one of these exceptions
must be filed within 60 days of the date the claim
could have been presented. See 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 9545(b)(2). ] For time limits for filing a petition
for post-conviction relief and any exceptions, see 42
Pa.C.S. § 9545(b).

The 1995 amendments to the PCRA apply to petitions
filed on or after January 16, 1996. A petitioner whose
judgment has become final on or before the effective date
of the Act is deemed to have filed a timely petition under
the Act if the first petition is filed within one year of the
effective date of the Act. See Section 3 of Act 1995-32
(SS1).

For the purposes of the PCRA, a judgment becomes
final at the conclusion of direct review, which includes
discretionary review in the Supreme Court of the United
States and the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, or at the
expiration of time for seeking the review. See 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 9545(b)(3).

Official Note: Previous Rule 1501 adopted January
24, 1968, effective August 1, 1968; amended November
25, 1968, effective February 3, 1969; amended February
15, 1974, effective immediately; rescinded December 11,
1981, effective June 27, 1982; rescission vacated June 4,
1982; rescinded November 9, 1984, effective January 2,
1985. Former Rule 1501 adopted November 9, 1984,
effective January 2, 1985; rescinded February 1, 1989,
effective July 1, 1989, and replaced by present Rule 902.
Present Rule 1501 adopted February 1, 1989, effective
July 1, 1989; amended March 22, 1993, effective January
1, 1994; amended August 11, 1997, effective immediately;
Comment revised July 23, 1999, effective September 1,
1999; renumbered Rule 901 and amended March 1, 2000,
effective April 1, 2001; Comment revised June 4, 2004,
effective November 1, 2004; Comment revised October
1, 2019, effective immediately.

Committee Explanatory Reports:

Final Report explaining the March 22, 1993 amend-
ments published with the Court’s Order at 23 Pa.B. 1699
(April 10, 1993).

Final Report explaining the August 11, 1997 amend-
ments published with the Court’s Order at 27 Pa.B. 4305
(August 23, 1997).

Final Report explaining the July 23, 1999 Comment
revision concerning stays published with the Court’s
Order at 29 Pa.B. 4167 (August 7, 1999).

Final Report explaining the March 1, 2000 reorganiza-
tion and renumbering of the rules published with the
Court’s Order at 30 Pa.B. 1477 (March 18, 2000).

Final Report explaining the October 1, 2019 Com-
ment revision concerning time limitation for rais-
ing exceptions to filing restrictions published with
the Court’s Order at 49 Pa.B. 6066 (October 19,
2019).

FINAL REPORT1

Revision of the Comments to Pa.Rs.Crim.P.
900 and 901

Petitions Invoking Exceptions to the Time
Limitations of the PCRA

On October 1, 2019, effective immediately, upon the
recommendation of the Criminal Procedural Rules Com-
mittee, the Court revised the Comments to Rule 900
(Scope; Notice in Death Penalty Cases) and Rule 901
(Initiation Of Post-Conviction Collateral Proceedings) to
reflect changes in the Post Conviction Relief Act (PCRA),
42 Pa.C.S. § 9541 et seq., regarding the timing for raising
exceptions to the Act’s one-year limitation for filing the
petition.

This rule change is a technical correction to the Com-
ments to Rule 900 and 901. The Post Conviction Relief
Act provides that petitions for post-conviction relief must
be filed within one year of the date that the judgment
becomes final but also provides for exceptions to this time
limitation. See 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(b)(1). The time limit for
raising these exceptions is contained in 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 9545(b)(2). In 1995, the limitations were set at 60 days
of the date when the claim could have been presented. In
December 2018, this statutory section was amended to
increase the time limitation for raising the exception from
60 days to one year.

The Comments to Rules 900 (Scope; Notice in Death
Penalty Cases) and 901 (Initiation of Post-Conviction
Collateral Proceedings) reference Section 9545(b)(2) but
contain the earlier 60-day time limitation rather than the
current one-year time limitation. The Committee con-
cluded that the Comments to these rules should be
updated. Rather than change the specific time, the Com-
mittee believed it better to provide a cross-reference that
did not contain the specific time limitation in the statute.
In that way, the Comment would not need to be revised if
the time limitation in the statute is amended again.
Therefore, the following language containing the specific
time limitation has been replaced with the statement,
‘‘For time limits for filing a petition for post-conviction
relief and any exceptions, see 42 Pa.C.S. § 9545(b).’’

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1547. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 237—JUVENILE RULES
PART I. RULES

[ 237 PA. CODE CH. 1 ]
Order Amending Rule 191 of the Pennsylvania

Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure; No. 804
Supreme Court Rules Doc.

Order

Per Curiam

And Now, this 1st day of October, 2019, upon the
recommendation of the Juvenile Court Procedural Rules
Committee, the proposal having been published for public
comment at 49 Pa.B. 1897 (April 20, 2019):

1 The Committee’s Final Reports should not be confused with the official Committee
Comments to the rules. Also, note that the Supreme Court does not adopt the
Committee’s Comments or the contents of the Committee’s explanatory Final Reports.
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It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania that Pennsylvania Rule of
Juvenile Court Procedure 191 is amended in the following
form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with
Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and shall be effective on January 1,
2020.

Annex A

TITLE 237. JUVENILE RULES

PART I. RULES

Subpart A. DELINQUENCY MATTERS

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

PART D. JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICERS

Rule 191. Juvenile Court Hearing Officer’s Find-
ings and Recommendation to the Judge.

A. Announcement of Findings and Recommendation. At
the conclusion of the hearing, the juvenile court hearing
officer shall announce in open court on the record, the
juvenile court hearing officer’s findings and recommenda-
tion to the judge.

B. Delinquency Recommendation. If a recommendation
includes an adjudication of delinquency:

1) the juvenile shall be advised of the right to chal-
lenge the recommendation pursuant to Rule 192, as set
forth in paragraph (E); and

2) a colloquy and inquiry of post-dispositional rights
shall be conducted pursuant to Rule 512(C).

C. Submission of Papers and Contents of Recommenda-
tion. Within one business day, the juvenile court hearing
officer shall submit a summary of the recommendation to
the juvenile court judge. If requested, a copy of the
summary shall be given to the juvenile’s attorney, the
juvenile, if unrepresented, the attorney for the Common-
wealth, and the juvenile probation officer. The summary
shall specifically state a recommendation to the judge.

D. Judicial Action. The judge shall by order:

1) accept the recommendation;

2) reject the recommendation and issue an order with a
different disposition;

3) send the recommendation back to the juvenile court
hearing officer for more specific findings; or

4) schedule a rehearing under Rule 192 within seven
days.

E. Advisement of Right to Challenge Recommen-
dation of Adjudication of Delinquency. The hearing
officer shall advise the juvenile of the right to
challenge the hearing officer’s recommendation
substantially in the following form:

RIGHT TO CHALLENGE RECOMMENDATION
OF HEARING OFFICER

In re : JD
(Juvenile) :

: Delinquent Act(s):
:
:
:

ADVISEMENT

1) You can disagree with the hearing officer’s
recommendation. You can ask for a new hearing
before a judge. If you want a new hearing, you
must request a new hearing in writing within three
days from today and say why you want a new
hearing.

2) You have the right to have a lawyer help you
file your request. If your lawyer (who is helping
you today) cannot or will not file the request for
you, the court will appoint a new lawyer to help
you.

3) Here’s what could happen if you ask for a new
hearing:

a) the court can deny your request for a new
hearing within seven days after you ask for a new
hearing; or

b) the court can give you a new hearing within
seven days after you ask for a new hearing.

Comment

The juvenile court may promulgate a form for juvenile
court hearing officers to use. The summary of the recom-
mendation may take the form of a court order to be
adopted by the court.

The requirements of paragraph (B) are intended to
ensure the juvenile is advised of the right to challenge
the juvenile court hearing officer’s recommendation and
post-dispositional rights in the event the judge accepts
the recommendation. If a party challenges the juvenile
court hearing officer’s decision, the copy of the summary
may be used as an attachment in a motion for a
rehearing in front of the judge.

The juvenile court hearing officer’s decision is subject to
approval of the judge. When the judge, in rejecting the
juvenile court hearing officer’s recommendation, modifies
a factual determination, a rehearing is to be conducted.
The judge may reject the juvenile court hearing officer’s
findings and enter a new finding or disposition without a
rehearing if there is no modification of factual determina-
tions. See In re Perry, 459 A.2d 789 (Pa. Super. 1983). The
juvenile waives the right to complain of double jeopardy if
the Commonwealth requests a rehearing before the judge.
See In re Stephens, 419 A.2d 1244 (Pa. Super. 1980).

Nothing in this rule prohibits the court from modifying
conclusions of law made by the juvenile court hearing
officer.

The form contained in paragraph (E) is intended
to advise juveniles in writing of their right to
challenge the recommendation of a delinquency
adjudication by a juvenile court hearing officer
pursuant to Rule 192 by requesting a rehearing
before a juvenile court judge. This form is in
addition to the form contained in Rule 512(C)
advising a juvenile of post-dispositional rights.

Official Note: Rule 191 adopted April 1, 2005, effec-
tive April 1, 2006. Amended April 6, 2017, effective
September 1, 2017. Amended May 4, 2018, effective July
1, 2018. Amended October 1, 2019, effective January
1, 2020.
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Committee Explanatory Reports:

Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 191
published with the Court’s Order at 35 Pa.B. 2214 (April
16, 2005).

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 191
published with the Court’s Order at 47 Pa.B. 2313 (April
22, 2017).

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 191
published with the Court’s Order at 48 Pa.B. 2939 (May
19, 2018).

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule
191 published with the Court’s Order at 49 Pa.B.
6066 (October 19, 2019).

JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURAL RULES
COMMITTEE

FINAL REPORT1

Amendment of Pa.R.J.C.P. 191

On October 1, 2019, the Supreme Court amended Rule
of Juvenile Court Procedure 191 to provide a written
advisement to juveniles of their right to challenge a
Juvenile Court Hearing Officer’s recommendation of an
adjudication of delinquency.

Currently, Pa.R.J.C.P. 191(B)(1) requires a Juvenile
Court Hearing Officer to advise a juvenile of the right to
challenge a recommendation for an adjudication of delin-
quency pursuant to Pa.R.J.C.P. 192. The Juvenile Court
Procedural Rules Committee (‘‘Committee’’) believed such
an advisement should thoroughly advise the juvenile of
the right to challenge a recommendation. Further, it
should be done so in writing using ‘‘plain language’’ more
easily understood by juveniles. A rule-based form would
ensure that sufficient and necessary information is pro-
vided to juveniles throughout Pennsylvania. This ap-
proach is consistent with the written information pro-
vided to a juvenile advising of post-dispositional rights.
See Pa.R.J.C.P. 191(B)(2); Pa.R.J.C.P. 512(C). The require-
ment for a written advisement pursuant to Pa.R.J.C.P.
191(B)(1) is only intended when there is a recommenda-
tion for an adjudication of delinquency; it is not intended
for other types of recommendations.

The amendment will become effective January 1, 2020.
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1548. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 249—PHILADELPHIA RULES
PHILADELPHIA COUNTY

Rescission, Amendment and Adoption of Philadel-
phia Court of Common Pleas Criminal Rules;
President Judge General Court Regulation No.
14 of 2019

Order

And Now, this 20th day of September, 2019, the Board
of Judges of Philadelphia County having voted at the
Board of Judges’ meeting held on September 19, 2019, to
rescind, amend, and adopt the Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas Criminal Rules following this Order, and
as required by Pa.R.J.A. 103, the Supreme Court Crimi-
nal Procedural Rules Committee has reviewed the follow-
ing rules and has determined that they are not inconsis-
tent with the applicable statewide rules and has
authorized their promulgation.

Now, therefore, it is hereby Ordered and Decreed that
the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Criminal Rules
are rescinded, amended and adopted, as follows, effective
December 2, 2019.

This General Court Regulation is issued in accordance
with Pa.R.J.A. 103 and shall be filed with the Office of
Judicial Records (formerly the Prothonotary, Clerk of
Courts and Clerk of Quarter Sessions) in a docket
maintained for General Court Regulation issued by the
First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. As required by
Pa.R.J.A. 103(d)(5)(ii), two certified copies of this General
Court Regulation and rules shall be distributed to the
Legislative Reference Bureau, together with a copy on a
computer diskette, for publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. As required by Pa.R.J.A. 103(d)(6) one certified
copy of this General Court Regulation and rules shall be
filed with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts, shall be published on the website of the First
Judicial District at http://www.philacourts.us, and shall
be incorporated in the compiled set of local rules no later
than 30 days following publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. Copies of the General Court Regulation and
local rules shall also be published in The Legal Intel-
ligencer and will be submitted to American Lawyer
Media, Jenkins Memorial Law Library, and the Law
Library for the First Judicial District.

By the Court
HONORABLE IDEE C. FOX,

President Judge
Court of Common Pleas

1 The Committee’s Final Report should not be confused with the official Committee
Comments to the rules. Also note that the Supreme Court does not adopt the
Committee’s Comments or the contents of the Committee’s explanatory Final Reports.
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Amendments, Rescission and Adoption of Philadelphia Criminal Rules—Court of Common Pleas

Current # Local Rule Page # Comment
1 *100. Scope of Rules 1 No changes
2 *102. Citing the Local Criminal Procedure Rules 1 Amended
3 *103. Definitions 1 Amended. Added definition

of ‘‘Defendant’s Service
Address’’

4 *104. Design of Forms 1 No Changes
5 *105. Local Rules 1 No Changes
6 *107. Contents of Subpoena 1 No Changes
7 *115. Recording and Transcribing Court Proceedings 2 Amended
8 *122. Appointment of Counsel in the First Judicial District Reserved
9 122 *122-1. Standards for Appointment of Counsel 3 Amended
10 122-1 *122-2. Standards for Appointment in Homicide Cases 4 Amended
11 122-2 *122-3. Standards for Appointment of Appellate Counsel in

cases where the death Penalty has been imposed
5 New Rule

12 122-3 *122-4. Standards for Appointment of Appellate Counsel in
cases where the death penalty has not been imposed

5 Amended

13 122-4 *122-5. Standards for Appointment of PCRA Counsel in cases
where the death penalty has not been imposed or of counsel in
other Post-Conviction Evidentiary Hearings

5 Amended

14 122-5 *122-6. Standards for Appointment in Felony Cases 6 Amended
15 *122-6. Standards for Appointment of Counsel in

Misdemeanor Cases
6 Rescinded

16 *122-7. Experience Exception to Standards 7 Amended
17 *122-8. Performance Standards; Processing Complaints 7 Amended
18 *122-9. Remedial Measures 9 Rescinded
19 *122-10. Appointment of Counsel in Multiple Defendant Cases 9 Rescinded
20 *122-11. Compensation Rates for Court-Appointed Counsel 10 Rescinded. Reserved
21 *122-12. Guidelines for Court-Appointed Counsel Who

Request Compensation and Reimbursement in Criminal Cases
13 Rescinded. Reserved

22 *122-13. Procedure in Cases Involving Ineffective Assistance
of Counsel

15 Rescinded

23 *122-14. Attorneys with Twenty (20) or More Cases 16 Rescinded
24 *202. Approval of Search Warrant Applications by the

Attorney for the Commonwealth
16 No Changes

25 *435. Cases in which the Defendant is Minor 17 Rescinded. New Rule
26 *462. Trial De Novo. Summary Appeals 17 Amended
27 *507. Approval of Police Complaints and Arrest Warrant

Affidavits by the Attorney for the Commonwealth
17 No Changes

28 *515. Bench Warrant Hearings 17 Rescinded
29 520 *529. Regulations Pertaining to Bail, Court of Common Pleas

and Municipal Court
17 Amended

30 *528. Ten Percent (10%) Deposit of Bail 20 Amended
31 *530. Duties and Powers of Bail Agency. Pretrial Services

Division
21 No Changes

32 *536. Procedures upon Violation of Conditions: Revocation of
Release and Forfeiture; Bail Pieces; Exoneration of Surety

21 Amended

33 *540. Preliminary Arraignment 22 Rescinded
34 *542. Preliminary Hearing 23 Rescinded
35 *556. Indicting Grand Jury 23 Amended
36 *556.2. Philadelphia County Indicting Grand Jury Procedures

and Protocols
23 Amended

37 *571. Arraignment 31 Amended
38 *576. Pilot Program: Electronic Filing 31 Amended
39 *588. Motion for Return of Property. Post-Deprivation Hearing 34 No Changes
40 *600. Motions/Filing 35 Rescinded
41 *605. Motions Court/Criminal Calendar Program and

Homicide Cases
36 Rescinded

42 *610. Motions-Criminal List Program Cases 37 Rescinded
43 *620. Procedure for Filing and Entertaining Rule 1100 (&

Rule 6013) Motions
37 Rescinded

44 *630. Application to Suppress Evidence in Municipal Court
Cases

38 Rescinded

45 *640. Recording of Sentence 39 Rescinded
46 *645. Stay Pending Appeal of Municipal Court Judgment 39 Rescinded
47 *650. Post-Trial 39 Rescinded
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Proposed Amendments, Rescission and Adoption of Philadelphia Criminal Rules—Court of Common Pleas

Current # Local Rule Page # Comment
48 *655. Hearings on Post-trial Motions and Deferred Sentences 40 Rescinded
49 *660. Sentencing-Fines-Indigents 40 Rescinded
50 *670. Funeral Orders-Prisoners 40 Amended
51 *680. Prisoners’ Bring-ups 41 Rescinded
52 700 *780. Confiscation and Disposition of Firearms 41 Amended
53 705 *785. Rule Governing Analysis and Destruction of Narcotic

and Dangerous Drugs
42 Amended

54 *708. Violation of Probation or Parole 44 No Changes
55 *710. Guilty Pleas Refused by Trial Judge 46 Amended
56 *800. Continuances in Common Pleas Felony and Municipal

Court Cases
46 Rescinded

57 *801. Continuances at Preliminary Hearings 48 Rescinded
58 805 *786. Criminal Court Priority List and Busy Slips 49 Amended
59 *810. Applications for Continuances 50 Rescinded
60 *820. Continuances Involving Defendants in Custody 51 Rescinded
61 *900. State and Federal Prisoners in Philadelphia County

Prison System
51 Rescinded

62 *910. Probation Detainer and Violation Procedure 52 Rescinded
63 *920. Appeals Procedure 52 Rescinded
64 *950. Post Conviction Hearing Act Procedure 52 Rescinded

PHILADELPHIA COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS TRIAL DIVISION, CRIMINAL

Philadelphia Criminal Rules of Procedure
Chapter 1. Scope of Rules, Construction and

Definitions, Local Rules.
Rule *100. Scope of Rules.

These local rules shall govern criminal proceedings in
the Trial Division of the Court of Common Pleas of
Philadelphia County unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided.

Note: Unless otherwise noted, adopted June 4, 2014,
effective July 21, 2014.
Rule *102. Citing the Philadelphia Criminal Rules.

These rules shall be known as the Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas Criminal Rules and shall be cited as
‘‘Phila. Crim. R.’’

Rule *103. Definitions.

The following words, phrases and descriptive functions
shall clarify and supplement the definitions set forth in
Pa.R.Crim.P. 102 and 42 Pa.C.S. § 102 et seq.:

‘‘Office of Judicial Records.’’ The office formerly known
as the Office of the Clerk of Quarter Sessions (which was
abolished by the Council of the City of Philadelphia
effective on July 1, 2010) and the Clerk of the Courts.
The Office of Judicial Records is responsible for maintain-
ing the official criminal case file, maintaining docket
entries in each criminal case, and performing such other
duties as required by law.

‘‘Defendant’s Service Address.’’ Beginning at the prelimi-
nary arraignment and continuing until final disposition of
the case, including the payment of all fines, costs and
restitution ordered to be paid, the defendant shall provide
a current address upon which service of all notices may
be made. Defendant shall update any change of address
within ten (10) business days of the defendant’s move by
contacting the Office of Court Compliance, Room 370 City
Hall, Philadelphia, PA 19107 or by email at OCC@courts.
phila.gov.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019

Rule *104. Design of Forms.

All local forms shall comply with the Pennsylvania and
Philadelphia Rules of Criminal Procedures, shall be ap-
proved by the Administrative Judge of the Trial Division,
may be amended from time to time at the direction of the
Administrative Judge of the Trial Division, and shall
become effective upon compliance with Pa.R.Crim.P. 105.
All local forms shall be posted on the First Judicial
District’s website (www.philacourts.us/forms).

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019

Rule *105. Local Rules.

The term ‘‘local rule’’ shall include General Court
Regulations and Administrative Orders issued by the
Administrative Judge of the Trial Division and President
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas.

Rule *107. Contents of Subpoena.

(A) Forms. Consistent with the requirements of
Pa.R.Crim.P. 107, a Personal Appearance Subpoena and
Subpoena Duces Tecum are adopted substantially as
appended to these rules, and may be amended from time
to time. All parties shall request subpoenas from the
Office of Judicial Records which shall issue same upon
payment of any requisite fees.

(B) A subpoena may be used to command a person to
attend and to produce documents or things at trial or
hearing in an action or proceeding pending in court.

(C) Subpoenas Served on the First Judicial District or
any of its employees. All subpoenas directed to the First
Judicial District or any of its employees shall be served
on the Deputy Court Administrator for Legal Services,
Room 369 City Hall, Philadelphia, PA who has been
designated as the agent for acceptance of service of
process and subpoenas directed to the First Judicial
District or any of its employees.

Explanatory Note: Act 81 of 2006 requires the payment
of $43.00 plus mileage to the ‘‘First Judicial District of
Pennsylvania’’ if District records are subpoenaed.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
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Rule *115. Recording and Transcribing Court Pro-
ceedings.

The making, preserving, transcribing and requests for
transcripts of proceedings in the First Judicial District of
Pennsylvania shall be governed by Pennsylvania Rule of
Judicial Administration No. 4001 et seq., and Philadel-
phia Rule of Judicial Administration No. *4007 et seq.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
Rule *122. Appointment of Counsel in the First

Judicial District of Pennsylvania. [ RESERVED ]
Rule *122-1. Standards for Appointment of Counsel.

(A) Lists of Qualified Attorneys
The Criminal Listing Department will maintain a list

of attorneys qualified for appointment in each of the
following categories of cases:

(1) Capital Homicide Lead Counsel
(2) Capital Homicide-Penalty Phase Mitigation Counsel
(3) Non-Capital Homicide
(4) Capital homicide appellate
(5) Non-capital homicide appellate
(6) Homicide PCRA
(7) PCRA
(8) Felony
(9) Misdemeanor
(B) Selection of Attorneys
(1) Each attorney who desires appointment in each of

the above categories of cases must fill out the appropriate
Application for Court Appointment Certification which
shall be updated from time to time by the President
Judge and the Administrative Judge of the Trial Division,
shall reference the necessary qualifications, and shall be
posted on the websites of the First Judicial District and
the Philadelphia Bar Association. The Application will be
submitted to a Screening Committee of the Philadelphia
Bar Association. The Screening Committee shall consist of
members appointed by the Board of Judges of Philadel-
phia County. Neither the Chief Defender, nor any attor-
ney from the Defender Association of Philadelphia, nor
any attorney from the District Attorney’s Office shall be
eligible for appointment to the Screening Committee. In
making such appointments, the Board of Judges shall
consider the recommendation of the Criminal Justice
Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association, which shall
submit to the Board of Judges a list of not less than
fifteen names. Each member of the Screening Committee
must be familiar with the practice of criminal law in
Philadelphia.

(2) The Screening Committee will periodically review
all Applications submitted, and will designate attorneys
who are qualified for handling each category of case; the
Screening Committee will maintain such lists of attor-
neys. It will be the duty of the Screening Committee to
review these lists regularly, to add new applicants who
meet the qualifications.

No member of the Screening Committee will be permit-
ted to accept an appointment during the member’s term
on the Screening Committee.

(3) The Criminal Justice Section of the Philadelphia
Bar Association is authorized to adopt rules of procedure
governing: the recommendation of the members for the
Screening Committee, the frequency of meetings, and the
methods for establishing and maintaining lists of quali-
fied attorneys.

(4) From time-to-time, the lists of approved attorneys
will be made available to the judges authorized to make
appointments.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
Rule *122-2. Standards for Appointment in Homi-

cide Trial Cases.
(A) Qualifications for Counsel
An attorney may be appointed as counsel only if that

attorney:
(1) Has been admitted to the bar of the Pennsylvania

Supreme Court, or admitted to practice pro hac vice;
(2) Is an active trial and/or appellate practitioner who

carries a current criminal caseload with at least three
years litigation experience (trial and/or appellate) in the
field of criminal law in this or any other jurisdiction;

(3) Has prior experience as lead counsel in no fewer
than ten criminal trials which were tried to completion in
this or any other jurisdiction;

(4) Has been lead counsel in at least five felony trials
within the past two year period;

(5) Is familiar with the practice and procedure of the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, and the Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas, and is reasonably available to accept
appointments;

(6) Has prior experience as counsel in no fewer than
five major felony jury criminal trials which were tried to
completion in this or any other jurisdiction in the last
three years. ‘‘Tried to completion’’ shall include trials in
which the jury is discharged at the conclusion of the case
without reaching a verdict; and

(7) Any attorney who also desires to be court-appointed
in capital cases must meet the educational and experien-
tial criteria set forth in Pa.R.Crim.P. 801.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
Rule *122-3. Standards for Appointment of Appel-

late Counsel in Cases Where the Death Penalty
Has Been Imposed.
(A) Qualifications for Counsel
An attorney may be appointed as appellate counsel in

cases in which the death penalty has been imposed only if
that attorney:

(1) Has been admitted to the Bar of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court, or admitted to practice pro hac vice;

(2) Meets the educational and experiential criteria set
forth in Pa.R.Crim.P. 801;

(3) Has submitted a writing sample to the Screening
Committee for one of the cases that meets the Rule 801
requirements; and

(4) Is readily available to accept appointments.
Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December

2, 2019
Rule *122-4. Standards for Appointment of Appel-

late Counsel in Cases Where the Death Penalty
Has Not Been Imposed.
(A) Qualifications for Counsel

An attorney may be appointed as appellate counsel in
cases in which the death penalty has not been imposed
only if that attorney:

(1) Has been admitted to the Bar of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court, or admitted to practice pro hac vice;
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(2) Has provided a writing sample to the Screening
Committee for one of the cases which meet the require-
ments referenced in paragraph 3 below;

(3) Has filed briefs within the past two years, as
appellate counsel in either the Pennsylvania Supreme or
Superior Court in no fewer than three criminal cases, or
has otherwise demonstrated to the Screening Committee
appellate experience and a knowledge of Pennsylvania
appellate practice comparable with the requirements set
forth in Rule *122-3;

(4) Is readily available to accept appointments.
Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December

2, 2019
Rule *122-5. Standards for Appointment of Counsel

in Non-Capital Homicide PCRA and all other
PCRA Cases.
(A) Qualifications for Counsel
An attorney may be appointed as counsel in PCRA and

other post-conviction matters, only if that attorney:
(1) Has been admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court

of Pennsylvania or has been admitted to practice pro hac
vice;

(2) Has experience, within the past two years, as PCRA
counsel in no fewer than two cases in which a PCRA
hearing has been held, or has completed one Continuing
Legal Education program on Pennsylvania post-conviction
practice within the past year;

(3) Has participated in the preparation and litigation of
three criminal adversarial hearings where factual issues
were contested, and has comparable experience. (This
may include the two PCRA hearings required in para-
graph 2.);

(4) Is readily available to accept appointments.
Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December

2, 2019
Rule *122.6. Standards for Appointment in Felony

Cases.
(A) Qualifications for Counsel
An attorney may be appointed as counsel only if that

attorney:
(1) Has been admitted to the bar of the Pennsylvania

Supreme Court, or admitted to practice pro hac vice;
(2) Is an active trial and/or appellate practitioner with

at least two years litigation experience (trial and/or
appellate) in the field of criminal law in this or any other
jurisdiction;

(3) Has prior experience as counsel in no fewer than
five criminal trials which were tried to completion in this
or any other jurisdiction in the last three years;

(4) Has been lead counsel in at least two felony trials
within the past two year period, or has completed at least
one Continuing Legal Education program in the field of
criminal law within the past year and has comparable
experience;

(5) Is familiar with the practice and procedure of the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, and the Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas, and is reasonably available to accept
appointments;

(6) Has prior experience as counsel in no fewer than
five felony criminal trials which were tried to completion
in this or any other jurisdiction. ‘‘Tried to completion’’
shall include trials in which the jury is discharged at the

conclusion of the case without reaching a verdict. No
more than two of the required five trials shall consist of
major felony juvenile cases; and

(7) All attorneys certified in this category automatically
shall be certified to handle non- homicide appellate and
non-homicide PCRA matters.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
Rule *122-6. Standards for Appointment of Counsel

in Misdemeanor Cases.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019

Rule *122-7. Experience Exception to Standards.

(A) If any applicant fails to meet any of the above
specified standards, the Screening Committee, after con-
ducting a personal interview with the applicant, may rate
the applicant to be qualified if the applicant’s experience,
knowledge and training are clearly equivalent to the
standards for the category in which the applicant seeks
qualification, except as otherwise required by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 801.

(B) Even if the applicant meets all of the specific
standards in any category, but it appears to the Selection
Committee that the applicant’s experience, knowledge,
training and/or past performance in specific cases, may
show the need for more training or supervision, the
Screening Committee may require the applicant to appear
before the Screening Committee for a personal interview,
after which the Screening Committee may approve the
applicant, or may require the applicant to undergo speci-
fied remedial measures before being approved. If the
applicant refused to undergo those measures, or if after
completing the measures, the Screening Committee still
rejects the application, then the applicant may appeal the
disapproval as provided in Rule *122-8.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
Rule *122-8. Performance Standards; Processing

Complaints.

(A) General: The Screening Committee may refuse to
approve applicants as provided in Rule *122-7(B), or may
impose remedial measures, if the applicant fails to meet
the performance standards set forth in this Rule.

(B) Processing Complaints.

Any complaint about the performance of any court-
appointed counsel shall be submitted, as applicable, to
the President Judge, the Trial Division Administrative
Judge, the Supervising Judge of the Trial Division, or
their designees, for their review and appropriate disposi-
tion. Copies may, at the discretion of the President Judge,
Administrative Judge, Supervising Judge or their desig-
nees, be sent to the Screening Committee, or its designee,
for its review, recommendation or other disposition as
may be requested by the applicable Judge. All informa-
tion provided to the Screening Committee shall remain
confidential.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019
Rule *122-9. Remedial Measures.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019
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Rule *122-10. Appointment of Counsel in Multiple
Defendant Cases.
Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-

ber 2, 2019. The subject matter of this rule is addressed
in Rule *122.
Rule *122-11. Payment Authorization Process for

First Judicial District of Pennsylvania Court-
Appointed Counsel.
RESERVED

Rule *122-12. Compensation Rates for Court-
Appointed Counsel.
RESERVED

Rule *122-13. Procedure in Cases Involving Ineffec-
tive Assistance of Counsel.
Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-

ber 2, 2019.
Rule *122-14. Attorneys with Twenty (20) or More

Cases.
Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-

ber 2, 2019.
Rule *202. Approval of Search Warrant Applications

by the Attorney for the Commonwealth.
The District Attorney of Philadelphia County having

filed a certification pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 202, no
search warrants shall be submitted to any judicial officer
unless it has first been reviewed and approved by an
attorney for the Commonwealth.

Note: Former Philadelphia Criminal Rule 402. Renum-
bered June 4, 2014, effective July 21, 2014.
Rule *435. Cases in which the Defendant is a Minor.

(A) In all cases, the preliminary arraignment will be
held by the Philadelphia Municipal Court’s Arraignment
Court Magistrates.

(B) The Arraignment Court Magistrate shall schedule
all Direct File Juvenile cases before a Municipal Court
Judge or a Common Pleas Court Judge, as appropriate,
for a status conference pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 595.

(1) If the Defendant has not filed a motion for transfer
to juvenile proceedings pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 596, the
case shall be scheduled for trial in the Court of Common
Pleas Trial Division.

(2) If the Defendant has filed a motion for transfer and
the motion is denied, the case shall be scheduled for trial
in the Court of Common Pleas Trial Division.

(3) If the Defendant has filed a motion for transfer and
the motion is granted, the case will be listed for appropri-
ate action in Family Court.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019.
Rule *462. Trial De Novo. Summary Appeals.

The Court of Common Pleas may schedule a status
conference prior to the de novo summary trial. In the
event the attorney for the Commonwealth and the defen-
dant reach a negotiated plea, the plea may be entered
before a Trial Commissioner and, upon approval by a
judge, the negotiated sentence will be recorded. In the
event a negotiated plea is not reached or is not approved
by the Court, the case shall be heard de novo by a judge
of the Court of Common Pleas sitting without a jury.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019.

Rule *507. Approval of Police Complaints and Ar-
rest Warrant Affidavits by the Attorney for the
Commonwealth.

The District Attorney of Philadelphia County having
filed a certification pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 507, crimi-
nal complaints and arrest warrant affidavits by police
officers, as defined in the Rules of Criminal Procedure,
charging any misdemeanor or felony shall not be submit-
ted to any judicial officer unless it has first been reviewed
and approved by an attorney for the Commonwealth.

Note: Former Philadelphia Criminal Rule 401. Renum-
bered June 4, 2014, effective July 21, 2014.

Rule 515. Bench Warrant Hearings.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019. General subject matter addressed by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 150, 430 and 431.

Rule *529. Regulations Pertaining to Bail, Court of
Common Pleas and Municipal Court.

(A) Initial Determination of Bail. Upon defendant’s
arrest, the initial determination of bail, where bail is
applicable, to insure the defendant’s appearance at pro-
ceedings concerning the charges for which the defendant
was arrested shall be made at Preliminary Arraignment
by the Arraignment Court Magistrate regularly assigned.
Appeals from the Arraignment Court Magistrate’s deci-
sion shall be heard only by the Emergency Municipal
Court Bail Appeal Judge specifically assigned by the
Municipal Court President Judge. No other Municipal
Court Judge may make such initial determination of bail,
except upon prior written order of the President Judge of
the Municipal Court, or, in the case of a Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, both the President Judge of the
Municipal Court and the President Judge of the Court of
Common Pleas.

(B) Modification of Bail.

(1) Modifications as to the form and amount of bail
made as part of the Preliminary Hearing or Municipal
Court trial shall be made only by the Judge assigned to
the Preliminary Hearing or Municipal Court trial.

(2) Any modification as to the form and amount of bail
between Preliminary Arraignment and Common Pleas
Court trial (except as part of the Preliminary Hearing or
Municipal Court trial) shall be made only by the Judge
regularly assigned to the Common Pleas Court Criminal
Motion Court, or on weekends and Court holidays to the
Judge assigned in advance for this purpose by the
President Judge of the Common Pleas Court.

(3) An application for modification of bail shall be in
writing and shall include the defendant’s name, address,
CPCMS number, the charges, the present bail, the date
and name of the Judge or Arraignment Court Magistrate
who presided at the Preliminary Arraignment or Munici-
pal Court trial. During the business hours of Court
operation (9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday), the
application shall be filed with the Office of Judicial
Records, which shall schedule the time and place of the
hearing to be held in the Motion Court. The District
Attorney shall be served with notice of the application by
counsel for the applicant at least twenty-four (24) hours
before the scheduled hearing unless waived by the Motion
Court Judge or the District Attorney.

(4) No Judge shall rule upon such application without
first providing the attorney for the defendant and the
District Attorney opportunity to be heard and present
evidence.
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(5) The defendant need not be present. If defendant’s
counsel wishes to have the defendant present during the
business hours of Court operation, counsel must request
an appropriate bring-down order.

(6) All evidence offered at hearings held in Motion
Court shall be stenographically recorded. Evidence pre-
sented on weekends, or Court holidays need not be so
recorded.

(7) At the conclusion of the hearing, whether steno-
graphically recorded or not, the Judge shall issue a
written order as to the amount and form of bail on a
certificate provided by the clerk. Copies of the certificate
which shall include the CPCMS number, shall be issued
forthwith by the Court and a copy provided to counsel.

(C) Modification at Trial. Once a case has been as-
signed to an individual Judge for trial, only that Judge
may consider an application to modify the amount or
form of bail. If the existing bail shall have been set by
another Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, the Trial
Judge shall not modify such order, except upon proof to
his satisfaction of the existence of one of the reasons
stated in Subsection B(8) of this Rule.

(D) Habeas Corpus Bail. Bail-pending proceedings on a
petition for writ of habeas Corpus shall be determined by
the Judge regularly assigned to the Criminal Motion
Court, or, on weekends and Court holidays, by the Judge
assigned pursuant to Subsection B of this Rule to hear
bail applications. No other Judge may make such initial
determination of bail on the petition, except upon written
order of the President Judge.

(1) The amount and form of bail pending the petition
shall be determined according to the procedures required
by Subsection B of this Rule.

(2) If bail on the charges has been previously set by
another Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, the Judge
receiving the petition shall set bail on the petition in like
amount and form. Any bail bond or other form of security
accepted by the Court for defendant’s release on the
charges shall likewise be accepted for release on the
petition.

(3) If bail on the charges was set by a Municipal Court
Judge or has not been set at all, the Judge receiving the
petition shall set bail as provided in these Rules and such
bail shall apply both to the petition and the charges and
shall supersede any bail on the charges as may have been
set.

(E) Appeal by Way of Re-Arrest. When a re-arrest is
effected by the Commonwealth following dismissal of the
earlier proceeding because of lack or want of prosecution,
the Preliminary Arraignment shall be conducted as pro-
vided in Pa.R.Crim.P. 544.

When a re-arrest is taken in the nature of an appeal by
the Commonwealth from an earlier dismissal, the Judge
assigned to the Common Pleas Court Motion Court shall
hold the Preliminary Arraignment. The Preliminary
Hearing shall likewise be scheduled in the Court of
Common Pleas as provided in Pa.R.Crim.P. 544.

Note: Former Philadelphia Criminal Rule 500. Renum-
bered June 4, 2014, effective July 21, 2014.

Amended September 20, 2019, effective December 2,
2019.
Rule *528. Ten Percent (10%) Deposit of Bail.

(A) Any defendant who has been properly granted bail
may obtain their release from custody as provided herein
by depositing with the Office of Judicial Records a sum of

money equal to ten percent (10%) of the full amount of
the bail, but in no event less than twenty-five dollars
($25), and by executing a bail bond. A private individual
who is not a surety company or bail bondsman may act as
a third-party surety and execute the aforementioned bail
bond on behalf of the defendant. Except as provided in
this section, no other individual or business entity may
act as a third-party surety unless approved by the
Administrative Governing Board of the First Judicial
District of Pennsylvania upon filing a petition pursuant to
Pa.R.Crim.P. 531 and applicable local rules of court.

(B) With respect to deposited bail pursuant to subsec-
tion (A), the Court is empowered to designate a minimum
sum of money which shall be retained by the Court.

(C) Should the defendant fail to appear as required by
the bail bond, and not appear in court within ninety (90)
days after notice of the forfeiture, as provided by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 536(A)(2)(c), the amount deposited shall be
forfeited and a judgment will be entered for the balance
of the total bail ordered. Forfeitures and bail judgments
shall only be reduced or vacated pursuant to Philadelphia
Criminal Rule *536 and other applicable local rules of
court.

(D) Upon the full and final disposition of the criminal
case in which bail has been deposited:

(1) the bail deposit shall be returned in full, as pro-
vided in Pa.R.Crim.P. 535, if the defendant has appeared
as required at all times for all court hearings and other
events as required by the bail bond; or

(2) the bail deposit, less the retention amount autho-
rized pursuant to subsection (B), shall be returned if the
defendant has not appeared as required at all times for
all court hearings and other events as required by the
bail bond.

(E) A defendant or a third party surety as defined in
this rule may post realty as security for bail. In this
event, an encumbrance shall be created immediately on
such realty before the defendant may be admitted to bail.
The said encumbrance shall remain in force until the case
is disposed as provided in subsection (D).

Realty posted as security for bail shall be valued in an
amount equal to the assessed value of the realty used for
determining tax liability on the realty. Only realty with
an unencumbered assessed value equal to, or in excess of,
the full amount of bail shall be accepted as security for
the bail.
Comment:

Subsection (A) authorizes posting cash bail with the
Office of Judicial Records.

Subsection (B) authorizes the Court to designate, con-
sistent with Pa.R.Crim.P. 535(D), the fee to administer
the cash bail program. The retention figures designated
by the Court are 30% (thirty percent) of the amount of
the deposit or 3% (three percent) of the total amount of
the bail. However, the Court has directed that the
maximum amount retained shall not exceed $1,500 re-
gardless of the total amount of the bail or the amount of
the cash deposit, and that in no event shall the amount
retained by the Court be less than $10 (ten dollars).

Subsection (C) provides guidance regarding the forfei-
ture of the bail deposit and entry of a judgment for the
balance of the bail ordered as well as reduction and
vacation of same.

Subsection (D) provides that the entire bail deposit will
be returned if the defendant appears for all court hear-
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ings and events, and that the retention amount estab-
lished in subsection (B) shall be retained if the defendant
does not appear as required.

Subsection (E) controls real estate posted as bail.

Note: Star Rule *4008.1, adopted May 17, 1973; Star
Rule *4009.1, adopted May 17, 1973, and Star Rule
*4010(c), adopted May 20, 1971. General Court Regula-
tion 73-5, July 2, 1973; comment amended by General
Court Regulation 80-13, effective July 1, 1980; comment
amended by General Court Regulation 88-4; effective
June 1, 1988. Former Phila. Crim. R. 506. Comment
amended and rule renumbered on April 20, 2012 by
Administrative Governing Board Order 03 of 2012.
Amended October 10, 2018, effective immediately.

Rule *530. Duties and Powers of Bail Agency. Pre-
trial Services Division.

In all cases where the defendant is released on bail,
whether the bail be nominal or substantial, and including
cases where the defendant is released on his own recogni-
zance, the Pretrial Services Division may be designated
as surety for the defendant. Such designation shall not
relieve the defendant or any third-party surety of any
obligation imposed by these rules or other provisions of
law.

Where the Pretrial Services Division is designated as a
surety, the defendant shall be subject to all reasonable
supervisory rules and regulations imposed by the Pretrial
Services Division. Where the defendant fails or refuses to
comply with these rules, he may be brought before the
Court to determine whether additional bail shall be set in
the case.

Note: Former Phila. Crim. R. 506. Renumbered June 4,
2014, effective July 21, 2014.

Rule *536. Procedures upon Violation of Condi-
tions: Revocation of Release and Forfeiture; Bail
Pieces; Exoneration of Surety.

(A) The presiding Judge may issue a bench warrant
and order bail to be forfeited whenever the defendant
does not appear on a day indicated, within one hour of
the scheduled Court action.

At preliminary arraignment each defendant shall be
given written notice of his next Court appearance. This
notice shall state the date, time and place of the required
appearance. It shall be the responsibility of the defendant
to appear for any scheduled Court action. The defendant
shall be served with written notice of any subsequent
Court action, but failure to receive notice will not relieve
the defendant of the responsibility of appearing.

THE SURETY IS UNDER OBLIGATION TO PRO-
DUCE THE DEFENDANT FOR ALL REQUIRED
COURT APPEARANCES UNDER PENALTY OF FOR-
FEITURE OF THE SURETY’S BAIL BOND. NO OTHER
NOTICE TO THE SURETY SHALL BE REQUIRED.

(B) Any bench warrant issued may be withdrawn by
the presiding Judge or Administrative Judge, for proper
cause. A bail order sue-out may be withdrawn by the
presiding Judge or Administrative Judge at any time
before judgment is entered thereon.

(C) Rescinded.

(D) No bail order sue-out which is reduced to judgment
may be rescinded or altered, except by the President
Judge of the Common Pleas Court or the President
Judge’s designee, in accordance with the following proce-
dure:

(1) The surety shall file a petition with the Office of
Judicial Records as may be provided from time to time.

(2) A hearing will be scheduled before a designated
Court Officer at which the surety will have the opportu-
nity to demonstrate facts in support of his petition, and to
make oral argument. The Hearing Officer will make
findings of fact and submit them to the President Judge
or the President Judge’s designee for review.

(3) As a general guideline, judgment on forfeited bail
shall be reduced according to the following schedule,
absent compelling reasons to the contrary:

Amount of time between
bench warrant and

defendant’s return to
jurisdiction of the Court

Percentage of judgment
which will be reduced

0—60 days 90%
61—90 days 70%

91—120 days 50%
121—180 days 30%
Over 180 days 0%

(4) For good cause shown, the President Judge or the
President Judge’s designee may order all or partial
vacation of judgment notwithstanding the schedule in
subsection 3.

(E) Any surety, for proper cause finding the surety’s
position insecure, may apply to and obtain a Bail Piece
from the Office of Judicial Records. This Bail Piece shall
entitle said surety to arrest the named defendant for
which the surety has deposited bail and surrender the
defendant to the Superintendent of Prisons for incarcera-
tion. The Superintendent of Prisons shall accept said
defendant for incarceration when a proper bail piece is
submitted to the Superintendent of Prisons.

Note: This rule combines former Philadelphia Criminal
Rules 510 and 520. Renumbered June 4, 2014, effective
July 21, 2014. See also Administrative Order No. 01 of
2012, In re: Motions to Vacate or Reduce Bail Forfeitures.
Amended September 20, 2019, effective December 2,
2019.

Rule *540. Preliminary Arraignment.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019. Subject matter governed by Phila. Municipal
Court Rule *540

Rule *542. Preliminary Hearing.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019.

Rule *556. Indicting Grand Jury.

The First Judicial District shall, from time to time,
designate Court of Common Pleas Judges to serve as
Supervising Judges of the Philadelphia County Indicting
Grand Jury.

Note: By order dated September 27, 2012, the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court granted the First Judicial District’s
‘‘Petition for Empanelment of Indicting Grand Jury’’ and
authorized the First Judicial District to empanel indict-
ment grand juries, in accordance with Pa.R.Crim.P. 556 et
seq., on or after December 18, 2012. See In re Petition for
Empanelment of Indicting Grand Jury, No. 138 EM 2012.

Note: Issued on October 27, 2016 as Administrative
Order No. 04 of 2016 by President Judge Sheila Woods-
Skipper. Published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin Novem-
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ber 19, 2016, effective December 19, 2016. Amended
September 20, 2019, effective December 2, 2019.

Rule *556.2. Philadelphia County Indicting Grand
Jury Procedures and Protocols.

(1) When the District Attorney, at the time of a defen-
dant’s preliminary arraignment in Municipal Court, re-
quests that a case be sent to the Indicting Grand Jury
(IGJ) rather than being scheduled for a preliminary
hearing in Municipal Court (MC), the case will be listed
in 30 days before the Court of Common Pleas IGJ
Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge for status.

(2) After preliminary arraignment, the District Attor-
ney’s Office will file an ex parte motion pursuant Pennsyl-
vania Rule of Criminal Procedure (Pa.R.Crim.P) 556.2
with one of the IGJ Supervising Judges requesting ap-
proval to have the case heard by the IGJ. The motion
must allege that witness intimidation has occurred, is
occurring, or is likely to occur in the case. The motion is
reviewed by an IGJ Supervising Judge for approval. If the
motion is granted, the IGJ must act on the case within 21
days of the date the order granting the motion was signed
by an IGJ Supervising Judge. If the District Attorney’s
Office requests a preliminary hearing after the motion
authorizing presentment to the IGJ is granted by an IGJ
Supervising Judge, then the case will remain in Common
Pleas Court and be listed for a preliminary hearing in
front of the IGJ Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge.
If no motion has been signed and the District Attorney’s
Office requests that a preliminary hearing be held instead
of the case proceeding by way of the IGJ, then the case
will be sent back to Municipal Court for a preliminary
hearing in the appropriate MC courtroom.

(3) If the District Attorney’s Office requests that a case
be sent from a preliminary hearing room to the IGJ
Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge for status, the
procedures delineated in # 2 above will also apply.

(4) All bail motions filed prior to the first status date
will be heard by the IGJ Preliminary Hearing Supervis-
ing Judge on the first status listing, unless the IGJ
Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge agrees to list the
bail motion earlier. The IGJ Preliminary Hearing Super-
vising Judge will continue to handle any bail motions
filed after the first status date, until the case is assigned
for trial.

(a) Until otherwise provided, all bail motions filed on
IGJ cases must be served on the designated Assistant
District Attorney or paralegal by fax or e-mail at least
one business day prior. An Assistant District Attorney
(ADA) will not be present to argue bail motions unless
prior notice is given.

(b) Bail motions will be heard on Fridays at 9:00 a.m.
during the IGJ case status listings unless the defense
attorney and the specially assigned ADA agree to list the
motion on a different day consistent with the IGJ Prelimi-
nary Hearing Supervising Judge’s calendar.

(c) If the District Attorney’s Office refiles a case that it
intends to present to the Indicting Grand Jury, the
District Attorney’s Office must request the case be listed
directly in the Court of Common Pleas before the IGJ
Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge for status. The
procedures delineated in # 2 above will also apply.

(d) If a case is presented to the Indicting Grand Jury
and the defendant is not indicted, the District Attorney’s
Office will immediately notify an IGJ Supervising Judge
and the case will be dismissed. If the defendant is in
custody on the matter, an order directing the defendant’s

release on that matter will be sent to the Philadelphia
County Prison Record Room or the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Corrections Record Room. If the defense attorney
provided an e-mail address to the District Attorney’s
Office, a copy of the order will be e-mailed. Otherwise, the
defense attorney will be notified by telephone, fax or first
class mail.

(e) At the status listing if the grand jury has voted to
indict the defendant, the IGJ Preliminary Hearing Super-
vising Judge will direct the clerk to hold the defendant
for court on those charges listed in the indictment. If the
case is held for court, defendants who are out of custody
will be given notice about IGJ procedures and their
rights. (See Appendix C)

(f) The case then will be sent for formal arraignment in
Common Pleas Court. During formal arraignment, de-
fense will be provided Bills of Information, a disclosure
order (see Appendix A), and a copy of the Indictment (if
not filed under seal).

(g) Following formal arraignment in Common Pleas
Court, the case will be sent directly for a scheduling
conference to the trial judge. All homicide IGJ cases will
be listed in front of the Homicide Calendar Judge in the
Homicide Calendar Room. The Homicide Calendar Judge
will handle all motions to quash, bail motions and
discovery motions for IGJ direct file cases while these
cases are in the Homicide Calendar Room. The Homicide
Calendar Judge will handle all bail motions and IGJ
discovery motions on IGJ cases in the Homicide Program,
assisted by an IGJ Supervising Judge as provided from
time to time.

(h) After formal arraignment of a defendant indicted by
the IGJ and the assignment of the case to a trial judge,
any bail motions and pretrial discovery motions will be
listed before an IGJ Supervising Judge according to the
zones outlined below. Likewise, bail motions and pretrial
discovery motions for family violence and sexual assault
IGJ cases will also be listed before an IGJ Supervising
Judge based on which zone the case is assigned for trial
at the time of formal arraignment. All pretrial discovery
for IGJ cases shall be conducted pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P.
556.10(B)(5), relating to the disclosure of grand jury
material.

Indicting Grand Jury Detective
Divisions and Case Types

IGJ Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge
South & Southwest Detective Divisions Cases
Northeast & Northwest Detective Divisions Cases
Central & East Detective Divisions Cases
Direct File Juvenile Cases
Homicide Cases

(i) All IGJ defendants in custody will have a video
conference with a Trial Commissioner on the Thursday
following their formal arraignment. During the conference
defendants will be informed on how their case has been
handled by the IGJ, how their case will proceed to trial,
contact information for their attorney, and their rights
under the IGJ Rules and Procedures in the FJD. (See
Appendix D). IGJ cases will be listed for trial within six
(6) to nine (9) months, if possible, unless a longer date is
agreed upon by counsel. At the scheduling conference, the
District Attorney’s Office will provide to defense a notice
of rights. (See Appendix B). The District Attorney’s Office
will provide pretrial discovery to defense, pursuant to
Pa.R.Crim.P. 573; however, pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P.
556.10(B)(5), the District Attorney’s Office will withhold
all testimony and evidence that would disclose the iden-
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tity of any witness or victim who has been intimidated, is
being intimidated, or is likely to be intimidated.

(j) All IGJ cases listed for trial will also receive a
status date, 60 days prior to trial, for a pretrial readiness
conference. At this conference, the court will determine if
the defense and the District Attorney’s Office expect to be
ready for trial. If both sides are ready for trial, IGJ
material will be turned over to defense counsel, subject to
the disclosure limitations listed below. A motion to quash
and any other motions may be filed within 10 days of
when the transcript from the IGJ and any other IGJ
discovery is turned over to defense counsel. If the case is
not expected to be ready for trial, the case will get a new
trial date and a new 60-day status date. The District
Attorney’s Office will not turn over IGJ material until the
trial court has made a determination that the case is
expected to go forward as scheduled. The 60-day date for
disclosure of IGJ material may be modified by order of an
IGJ Supervising Judge.

a. Disclosure limitations: pursuant to the standard dis-
closure order, defense counsel may not give copies of the
grand jury material to the defendant to retain or copy in

any way and may not disclose the grand jury material to
any other parties without an additional disclosure order
from an IGJ Supervising Judge. In connection with the
standard disclosure order, grand jury material may be
given to an investigator or mitigation specialist working
for the defendant on a case where the defendant was
indicted by the IGJ and is now awaiting trial.

b. After a determination that the case is ready for trial
and disclosure of grand jury material to defense, the trial
court will schedule a hearing for any filed motions to
quash and other pretrial motions requested by defense
counsel. Motions to quash and other pretrial motions will
be heard by the trial court.

(k) Defense motions to continue the trial for any IGJ
defendant may not be granted without the approval of
one of the designated IGJ Supervising Judges.

Note: Issued on October 27, 2016 as Administrative
Order No. 04 of 2016 by President Judge Sheila Woods-
Skipper. Published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on No-
vember 19, 2016, effective December 19, 2016. Amended
September 20, 2019, effective December 2, 2019.

APPENDIX A—Disclosure Order

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PHILADELPHIA
COUNTY TRIAL DIVISION—CRIMINAL SECTION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA :
:

v. : -51-CR-
:

[DEFENDANT] :

ORDER

DISCLOSURE OF INDICTING GRAND JURY MATERIALS

AND NOW, this day of , 20 , pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 556.10(B)(5) and Pa.R.Crim.P. 573(F),
it is hereby ORDERED and DECREED that the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office shall disclose any Indicting
Grand Jury materials, that were withheld from discovery pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 556.10(B)(5) in connection with the
above-captioned case, to defense counsel representing the above named defendant by sixty (60) days prior to the
commencement of trial. Upon disclosure to defense counsel, such materials may be redacted as to not include the address,
phone number, social security number, work information or closest relative information of any witnesses identified in the
materials. Once these redacted materials are disclosed to the defense, no motion for a continuance based on said
disclosure shall be granted unless granted by a Supervising Judge of the Indicting Grand Jury.

It is further ORDERED and DECREED that upon disclosure, counsel for the defendant shall not provide copies of the
material disclosed and protected by this ORDER to the defendant. The defendant is not permitted to copy or retain these
materials in any way. This ORDER does not prohibit counsel from showing these materials to the defendant, discussing
these materials at meetings with the defendant or from reading from or discussing these materials in telephone
conversations with the defendant.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

BY THE COURT:

IGJ SUPERVISING JUDGE
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APPENDIX B—Notice of Rights

Commonwealth v.
CP-51-CR-
The Philadelphia County Indicting Grand Jury (IGJ) has indicted the defendant on the charge of

and related offenses, pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 556. Bills of
Information have been filed under the above-listed CP number. By order of an Indicting Grand Jury Supervising Judge,
and in accordance with Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure (Pa.R.Crim.P.) 578 and 579, you have ten (10) days
from the date when all Indicting Grand Jury material is disclosed to file a Motion to Quash the Bills of Information for
your case before the trial judge. All Indicting Grand Jury material will be disclosed sixty (60) days prior to trial unless
otherwise ordered by an Indicting Grand Jury Supervising Judge. (Note: the standard disclosure order authorizes IGJ
discovery material to be disclosed sixty (60) days prior to trial, See Appendix A.)
Bail motions and any motions for disclosure of Indicting Grand Jury discovery (pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 556.10(B)(5))
prior to the standard disclosure date of sixty (60) days before trial shall be filed before an Indicting Grand Jury
Supervising Judge. See below for case type and Detective Division designations.
Indicting Grand Jury Supervising Judges Detective Divisions and Case Types
IGJ Supervising Judge [Name] IGJ Preliminary Hearing Supervising Judge
IGJ Supervising Judge [Name] South & Southwest Detective Divisions Cases
IGJ Supervising Judge [Name] Northeast & Northwest Detective Divisions Cases
IGJ Supervising Judge [Name] Central & East Detective Divisions Cases
IGJ Supervising Judge [Name] Direct File Juvenile Cases
IGJ Supervising Judge [Name] Homicide Cases
Defense Attorney: Date:

APPENDIX C
Defendants Out of Custody—Notice of IGJ Procedure and Rights

NOTICE OF INDICTMENT FOR DEFENDANTS OUT OF CUSTODY
Defendant:
CP-51-CR- -
After you were arrested, your case was sent to a Philadelphia County Indicting Grand Jury instead of being listed for a
preliminary hearing in Municipal Court. Evidence regarding the incident for which you are charged was presented to the
Philadelphia County Indicting Grand Jury and the Grand Jury issued an indictment for the charge of

and related offenses. Following the indictment, an Indicting Grand
Jury Supervising Judge ordered that you stand trial in Common Pleas Court. Your case is listed today for a Scheduling
Conference before your assigned trial judge in Common Pleas Court. Today your case will be given a trial date.
Your attorney will be provided discovery today according to the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure. However,
Indicting Grand Jury material may not be disclosed to your attorney until 60 days prior to trial at the pretrial readiness
conference before your assigned trial judge, unless otherwise ordered by the court. You will be subpoenaed to court for the
pretrial readiness conference, which is generally scheduled sixty (60) days before your trial date. Upon disclosure of the
Indicting Grand Jury material in your case, your attorney will have the right to file a motion to quash seeking to dismiss
the case for insufficient evidence. The motion to quash will be heard by the assigned trial judge. Your attorney will also
review the grand jury material with you prior to trial but you will not be permitted to retain a copy of the grand jury
material.
At any time, your attorney may file a bail motion, as well as any other requests about the Indicting Grand Jury material,
on your behalf with an Indicting Grand Jury Supervising Judge.

6078 THE COURTS

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN, VOL. 49, NO. 42, OCTOBER 19, 2019



APPENDIX D
Defendants in Custody—Notice of IGJ Procedure and Rights

NOTICE OF INDICTMENT FOR CUSTODY DEFENDANTS
Date:
Defendant:
CP-51-CR- -
After you were arrested, your case was sent to a Philadelphia County Indicting Grand Jury instead of being listed for a
preliminary hearing in Municipal Court. Evidence regarding the incident for which you are charged was presented to the
Philadelphia County Indicting Grand Jury and the Grand Jury issued an indictment for the charge of and
related offenses. Following the indictment, an Indicting Grand Jury Supervising Judge ordered that you stand trial in
Common Pleas Court. The next listing for your case is on in Courtroom before Judge .
Your attorney will be provided discovery today according to the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure. However,
Indicting Grand Jury material may not be disclosed to your attorney until 60 days prior to trial at the pretrial readiness
conference before your assigned trial judge, unless otherwise ordered by the court. You will be subpoenaed to court for the
pretrial readiness conference, which is generally scheduled sixty (60) days before your trial date. Upon disclosure of the
Indicting Grand Jury material in your case, your attorney will have the right to file a motion to quash seeking to dismiss
the case for insufficient evidence. The motion to quash will be heard by the assigned trial judge. Your attorney will also
review the grand jury material with you prior to trial but you will not be permitted to retain a copy of the grand jury
material.
At any time, your attorney may file a bail motion, as well as any other requests about the Indicting Grand Jury material,
on your behalf with an Indicting Grand Jury Supervising Judge.
Your attorney is and can be reached at .
Defendant’s Signature
By Trial Commissioner

Rule *571. Arraignment.
Arraignments may be conducted by Trial Commission-

ers. As authorized by Pa.R.Crim.P. 571, the Arraignment
is scheduled as a matter of course approximately fourteen
(14) days after the date the matter is held for court, or a
Municipal Court Appeal is filed. The District Attorney
shall file the Information before the scheduled Arraign-
ment date and must have discovery available at the
Arraignment. If the Information has not been filed before
the scheduled Arraignment date, and the Arraignment is
not waived by the defendant, the Arraignment shall be
continued until the Information is filed. However, the
Arraignment may be waived, even if the Information has
not been filed, consistent with Pa.R.Crim.P. 571.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019.
Rule *576. Electronic Filing and Service of Motions

and Other Papers.
Filing and Service of Motions and Other Legal Papers
(a)(1) General Scope and Purpose of this Rule. The

electronic filing of motions and other legal papers in the
criminal courts of Philadelphia County is hereby
authorized as specifically provided in this rule. The
applicable general rules of court and court policies that
implement the rules shall continue to apply to all filings
regardless of the method of filing. Electronic filing and
service shall be governed by this rule.

(2) Legal papers. In the context of this rule, the ‘‘legal
papers’’ which may be filed electronically shall encompass
all written motions, written answers and any notices or
documents for which filing is required or permitted,
including orders, exhibits and attachments, but excluding:

(i) applications for a search warrant;

(ii) applications for an arrest warrant;

(iii) grand jury materials;

(iv) legal papers filed ex parte as authorized by law;
and

(v) legal papers filed or authorized to be filed under
seal.

Comment: The primary intent of this rule is to
facilitate the electronic filing of all legal papers other
than as specifically excluded in this subsection. Until
such time as necessary protocols are adopted to permit
the electronic filing of these excluded legal papers, they
shall be filed in paper format so as to limit potential
harm to any party and to protect the confidentiality of
information as provided by law.

(b) Participation and Fees.

(1) An attorney must establish an account, apply for a
Username, Password and Personal Identification Number
(‘‘PIN’’), and supply an email address in order to use the
Criminal Electronic Filing System. An attorney is
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responsible for the actions of other individuals whom the
attorney authorizes to use the attorney’s account. Parties
who are proceeding without counsel must also establish
an account, apply for a Username, Password and
Personal Identification Number (‘‘PIN’’), supply an email
address and be authorized to access their cases through
the Criminal Electronic Filing System. Service of
electronic filings on attorneys who have established an
account and on parties without counsel who have been
authorized will be made automatically by the Criminal
Electronic Filing System.

(2) The Office of Judicial Records shall not require the
payment of a filing fee by any party found by the court to
be indigent and is represented by an attorney appointed
pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 122 or Pa.R.Crim.P. 904, or who
has been granted in forma pauperis status, or is
represented by an attorney who is providing free legal
service to the party and has filed the praecipe required by
Pa.R.C.P. No. 240(d).

(3) Applicable filing fees shall be paid electronically
through procedures established by the Office of Judicial
Records, and at the same time and in the same amount
as required by statute, court rule or order. The Office of
Judicial Records shall accept payment as follows:

(i) electronically, at the time the legal paper is
electronically filed through the Criminal Electronic Filing
System, with the following credit or debit cards: American
Express, Discover, MasterCard, and Visa;

(ii) by mail, with certified or cashier check and money
order; and

(iii) in person, in cash, certified checks and with the
following credit or debit cards: American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and Visa.

(c) Use of the Criminal Electronic Filing System.

(1) Electronic filings may be submitted through the
website of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania:
www.philacourts.us in accordance with the filing instruc-
tions contained in this rule and as may be otherwise
provided at that site.

(2) Electronic filings may be submitted at any time
(with the exception of periodic maintenance).

(3) The Criminal Electronic Filing System will at-
tribute the filing of an electronic legal paper to the party
whose Username, Password and PIN is used to log on and
file the legal paper. The following additional provisions
govern the signature and verification of legal papers:

(i) The signature of the filer on electronic filings shall
be in the following form: /s/ Chris L. Smith.

(ii) The sworn affidavit or verification required by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 575(A)(2)(g) and (B)(3)(d) shall be converted
to a portable document format (hereinafter ‘‘pdf ’’) and
shall be attached to the legal paper when it is electroni-
cally submitted.

(iii) Any exhibit or other legal paper that requires or
contains multiple signatures shall be converted to a pdf
and shall be attached to the legal paper when it is
electronically submitted.

(iv) The electronic filer shall maintain the original of a
sworn or verified document contained in an electronic
filing (e.g., affidavit) or contained within an electronic
filing (e.g., verification), and shall make it available upon
direction of the court or reasonable request of the signa-
tory or opposing party.

(4) All legal papers electronically filed must be filed in
a pdf and shall be maintained and retained by the Office
of Judicial Records in an electronic format. Neither the
Office of Judicial Records nor the court is required to
maintain a hard copy of any legal paper filed electroni-
cally as provided in this rule.

(5) The electronic filing of a motion constitutes a
certification pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 575 that the filing
party or attorney has read the motion, that to the best of
the filing party’s or attorney’s knowledge, information and
belief there is good ground to support the motion, and
that it is not interposed for delay.

(6) The Office of Judicial Records shall provide,
through the Criminal Electronic Filing System’s website,
an acknowledgement that the legal paper has been
received, including the date and time of receipt, in a form
which can be printed for retention by the filing party.

(7) Unless the legal paper is rejected by the Office of
Judicial Records, and provided that the requisite payment
has been received prior to or at the date and time of
submission, the filing date and time of a legal paper shall
be the date and time of submission. If the legal paper is
not rejected by the Office of Judicial Records, and the
payment is received after the date and time of submis-
sion, the filing date and time of a legal paper shall be the
date and time payment is received.

(8) Upon review of the legal paper, the Office of
Judicial Records shall provide, through the Criminal
Electronic Filing System’s website, an acknowledgement
that:

(i) the legal paper has been accepted for filing, includ-
ing the date and time of acceptance, and that the legal
paper was served on the parties as provided in this rule,
in a form which can be printed for retention by the filing
party; or

(ii) the legal paper has been rejected as authorized by
law. The Office of Judicial Records shall immediately
notify, by email, the filing party of the reason for the
rejection and whether the legal paper may be modified or
a new legal paper must be submitted.

(9) A filing party shall be responsible for any delay,
disruption, interruption of the electronic signals and
legibility of the document electronically filed, except when
caused by the failure of the Criminal Electronic Filing
System’s website.

(d) Legal Papers Filed in a Paper Format. Any legal
paper submitted for filing to the Office of Judicial Records
in a paper (or ‘‘hard-copy’’) format shall be accepted by
the Office of Judicial Records in that format and shall be
retained by the Office of Judicial Records as may be
required by applicable rules of court and record retention
policies. The Office of Judicial Records shall convert such
hard-copy legal paper, other than any legal paper filed
under seal, to pdf. Once converted to pdf, the pdf version
of the legal paper shall be deemed to be, and shall be
treated as, the original legal paper and may be used by
the parties and the court for all purposes, including court
hearings and trials, in the Municipal Court and the Court
of Common Pleas.

(e) Record on Appeal. Electronically filed legal papers,
and copies of legal papers filed in a paper format as
provided in subsection (d), shall become the record on
appeal.

(f) Confidential information. Rescinded, effective Janu-
ary 6, 2018, See Administrative Docket No. 01 of 2018.
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(g) Service of Legal Papers.

(1) Use of the Criminal Electronic Filing System shall
constitute the filer’s certification that the submission is
authorized and that electronic notice and service of other
documents through the Criminal Electronic Filing System
will be accepted by the filer.

(2) The submission of an electronic filing shall satisfy
the service requirements of Pa.R.Crim.P. 576 on any
attorney or party who has established an account as
provided in subsection (b)(1) of this rule.

(3) Service of electronic filings on any attorney or party
who has not established an account as provided in
subsection (b)(1) of this rule shall be made by the
traditional methods required under Pa.R.Crim.P. 576.

(h) Miscellaneous provisions.

(1) Rescinded, effective January 6, 2018, See
Administrative Docket No. 01 of 2018.

(2) Rescinded, effective January 6, 2018, See
Administrative Docket No. 01 of 2018.

(3) Rescinded, effective January 6, 2018, See
Administrative Docket No. 01 of 2018.

(4) The Office of Judicial Records shall provide training
and assistance to all parties as may be necessary to
electronically file legal papers as provided in this rule.

(5) The Office of Judicial Records shall provide suf-
ficient computer terminals at such locations as may be
determined from time to time to allow parties and the
public to access legal papers as provided by this rule and
as authorized by applicable Public Access policies.

(i) As provided in subsection (a), the procedures
contained in this rule control in the event a provision
herein conflicts with the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal
Procedure. In all other respects, the Pennsylvania Rules
of Criminal Procedure apply.

Editor’s Note: By order issued February 6, 2013, the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania authorized the adoption
of the instant rule as well as the implementation of the
First Judicial District’s Criminal Electronic Filing
System. See Order No. 424, Criminal Procedural Rules
Docket. The duration of the Pilot Program was extended
by the Supreme Court on a yearly basis in 2014 and
2015. See Nos. 449 and 460, Criminal Procedures Rules
Docket. By order of the Supreme Court issued on Febru-
ary 29, 2016, the Pilot Program was ‘‘. . .extended until
further Order of Court.’’ See Order No. 470, Criminal
Procedures Rules Docket. By Order dated January 25,
2018 the Supreme Court adopted Rule 576.1. Electronic
Filing of Legal Papers, effective statewide on May 1,
2018, which authorizes implementation of local electronic
filing rules and systems provided that the
‘‘. . .Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts and the
judicial district have agreed upon an implementation plan
for PACFile in the judicial district.’’ See Pa.R.Crim.P.
576.1 (B)(1)(d). Until such time, the First Judicial
District’s Criminal Electronic Filing System implemented
pursuant to Rule 576 shall continue.

Note: Amended September 20, 2019, effective December
2, 2019.

Rule *588. Motion for Return of Property. Post-
Deprivation Hearing.

(A) Any person aggrieved by a search and seizure may
move for the return of the property seized by filing a
motion with the Trial Division, Criminal regardless of

whether criminal charges have been filed against the
owner of the property or the person in possession of the
property.

(B) In the event criminal charges have been filed
against the owner of the property or the person in
possession of the property, the motion shall be filed
utilizing the CPCMS number assigned to the underlying
case. If criminal charges have not been filed against the
owner or person in possession of the property, a Miscel-
laneous Docket number shall be assigned through
CPCMS.

(C) The filer shall serve the Commonwealth through
the District Attorney’s Office, and shall file an Affidavit of
Service. Provided, however, that the Commonwealth may
agree to be served by the Office of Judicial Records upon
its receipt of the Motion.

(D) The Office of Judicial Records shall schedule a
prompt hearing on the motion and shall notify the
Commonwealth and the filer.

(E) The assigned judge may require the filing of an
Answer.

(F) In the event a forfeiture petition was filed by the
Commonwealth before the filing of a motion for the
return of property, the motion(s) shall be assigned to the
same judge for disposition, as practicable.

Note: Adopted August 11, 2016; published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin on August 27, 2016; effective
September 26, 2016. See Trial Division Administrative
Order No. 02 of 2016. Amended by Trial Division
Administrative Order No. 07 of 2018, effective November
1, 2018.

Rule *600. Motions/Filing.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019. Content governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 575 and 576.

Rule *605. Motions Court/Criminal Calendar
Program and Homicide Cases.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019. Content governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 575 and 576

Rule *610. Motions-Criminal List Program Cases.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019.

Rule *620. Procedure for Filing and Entertaining
Rule 1100 (& Rule 6013) Motions.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019.

Rule *630. Application to Suppress Evidence in
Municipal Court Cases.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019.

Rule *640. Recording of Sentence.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019.

Rule 645. Stay Pending Appeal of Municipal Court
Judgment.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019. Subject Matter addressed by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 461 and 462.
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Rule *650. Post-trial.
Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective

December 2, 2019. Subject matter governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P 700 et seq.
Rule *655. Hearings on Post-trial Motions and

Deferred Sentences.
Rescinded. Subject matter governed generally by

Pa.R.Crim.P. 700 et seq.
Rule *660. Sentencing-Fines-Indigents.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019.
Rule *670. Funeral Orders-Prisoners.

Requests to permit prisoners to attend the funeral of a
family member shall initially be submitted to the
Sheriff ’s Office utilizing an approved form which contains
all pertinent required information. If the Sheriff ’s Office
determines that the request can be accommodated, the
Sheriff ’s Office shall forward the request to the
Administrative Judge of the Trial Division, or to the
Administrative Judge’s designee, for the entry of an
appropriate order. The Petitioner shall pay all fees as
may be required by the Sheriff.

Note: General Court Regulations 72-4, February 9,
1972. Amended September 20, 2019, effective December 2,
2019.
Rule *680. Prisoners’ Bring-ups.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019.
Rule *780. Confiscation and Disposition of

Firearms.

(A) Any firearm or other deadly weapon used in the
commission of a crime which is offered as an exhibit in
any criminal proceeding in which the defendant who was
in possession of the weapon is convicted shall be
confiscated by the Trial Judge.

The Trial Judge shall order the confiscated weapon to
be destroyed by the Office of Judicial Records or awarded
to the Police Department, the Sheriff ’s Office or the
Superintendent of Prisons as per Subsections B, C and D
immediately upon expiration of the time allowed for an
appeal, if an appeal is not taken.

If an appeal is taken, the confiscated weapon shall be
held by the Office of Judicial Records and shall be
destroyed or awarded only if the conviction of the
possessor/defendant is sustained on appeal.

This Rule shall not be operative in homicide cases or
when lawful ownership of the weapon is proved to be in
an innocent person.

(B) The Office of Judicial Records shall keep a record of
all firearms and other deadly weapons directed to be
confiscated and destroyed or awarded by the Court. That
record shall include a description of the firearms or other
deadly weapons which have been destroyed or awarded
and the date of same. That record shall be forwarded on a
quarterly basis to the President Judge. A record of the
items awarded to the Police Department, the Sheriff ’s
Office or the Superintendent of Prisons shall be furnished
to that unit on a quarterly basis.

(C) Awards shall only be made upon written request by
the Police Department, the Sheriff ’s Office or the
Superintendent of Prisons to the Office of Judicial
Records, who shall insert the request in the appropriate
file prior to listing for trial. Awards to the Police Depart-

ment or the Sheriff ’s Office or the Superintendent of
Prisons shall be only for cases involving thirty-eight (38)
caliber handguns, Model 12 Winchester rifles, Model 1200
Winchester rifles, shotguns and any rifle possessing a
telescopic sight. These firearms shall be disposed of at the
discretion of the Police Department office to which the
firearms are awarded. The firearms shall be awarded as
per Subsection A.

(D) The Police Department, the Sheriff ’s Office or the
Superintendent of Prisons may also request that other
firearms be awarded to their custody through written
communication with the Office of Judicial Records. If the
request is granted, the firearm(s) will be handled as per
Subsections A, B and C.

(E) The weapons contemplated by this Rule and
awarded to the Police Department, the Sheriff ’s Office or
the Superintendent of Prisons shall be for official
purposes only.

Note: Star Rule *1122(a), adopted September 23, 1971,
as amended February 15, 1973; further amended March
18, 1977; further amended by the Board of Judges
February 21, 1985, General Court Regulation 85-1, effec-
tive May 27, 1985. Former Rule *700 was renumbered
and amended September 20, 2019, effective December 2,
2019.

Rule *785. Rule Governing Analysis and Destruc-
tion of Narcotic and Dangerous Drugs.

I. Analysis of Drugs.

A. On and after March 1, 1977, in every instance of a
seizure of any drug which appears on the Schedules of
Controlled Substances of the Uniform Controlled
Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, the Act of
April 14, 1972, P.L. 233, 35 Purdon’s § 780-101—780-144,
the Police Commissioner or the Police Commissioner’s
designee shall, within 15 days after receipt thereof,
perform or cause to be performed an analysis of such
drugs, such analysis to include qualitative identification;
weight and quantity where appropriate.

B. Within five days after the report of such analysis is
received, the Commissioner or his the Police Commis-
sioner’s designee shall forward a copy thereof to the
appropriate District Attorney and inform the District
Attorney of the location where the subject drafts are
being held.

C. The failure to have an analysis made or to forward
a copy thereof within the time specified in subdivisions A
and B of this section shall not be deemed or construed to
bar the making or granting of a motion pursuant to this
Rule or the prosecution of a case involving such drugs.

II. Pretrial Motion to Destroy Dangerous Drugs.

A. Subject to the exception in subdivision B, and the
limitations in paragraph (2) of subdivision C hereof, the
District Attorney shall, within twenty (20) days after
receipt of the report of analysis, move in a Court of
Common Pleas for an order of destruction of any drug
which appears in the Schedules of Controlled Substances
of the Uniform Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and
Cosmetic Act in felony or misdemeanor cases involving
the possession or sale of such drugs.

B. Exception: If special circumstances exist, making
the destruction of any drug not feasible in a particular
case, the District Attorney shall move the Court of
Common Pleas for permission to retain the drugs pretrial
and shall set forth in the petition the nature of the
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special circumstances and the proposed place and manner
of keeping the drugs pending trial.

C. A motion for an order of destruction of such drugs
shall be in writing, have attached thereto a copy of the
report of analysis, and shall be made in the following
manner:

(1) Ex parte:
Where no defendants have been arrested in connection

with the seizure of such drugs and a showing is made
upon affidavit that the likelihood of any future arrest in
connection therewith is non-existent; or

(2) Upon notice:
When a defendant has been arraigned upon an

information charging him with a felony or misdemeanor
involving the possession or sale of such drugs and the
drugs sought to be destroyed are material to the prosecu-
tion of said information.

D. When such motion is ex parte, the Court may order
the destruction of all or part of the subject drugs.

E. When such motion is upon notice, further proceed-
ings shall be as provided in Section III hereof.
III. Proceedings of Motion Upon Notice.

A. When such motion is on notice, a hearing thereon
shall be held by the Court before which it is returnable
not later than thirty (30) days after the return date and
the defendant shall be present at such hearing.

B. A hearing held pursuant to this section shall be
conducted and recorded in the same manner as would be
required were the witnesses testifying at trial. The
District Attorney shall establish by competent evidence
the nature and quantity of the drugs which are the
subject of the motion. Each party shall have the right to
call and cross-examine witnesses and to register objec-
tions and to receive rulings of the Court thereon.
Participation by the defendant in such hearing is in no
way an acknowledgment of ownership or possession of the
material which is the subject of the hearing.

C. If the Court finds upon the conclusion of the hearing
that neither the prosecution nor the defendant will be
prejudiced thereby it may grant the motion and may
make such order as it may deem appropriate for the
destruction of part or all of such drugs.

D. A defendant may waive such hearing and consent to
the granting of the motion and entry of an order of
destruction either by sworn affidavit or by personal
appearance in Court and declaration on the record of such
waiver and consent. Such waiver is in no way an
acknowledgment of ownership or possession of the mate-
rial which is the subject of the motion and order.
IV. Orders of the Court.

A. In any proceeding brought pursuant to this Rule,
the Court may grant or deny any motion made hereunder
or the relief requested therein in whole or in part and
issue any order thereon as it may deem proper and as the
interests of justice may require in order to effectuate the
provisions of this Rule.

B. An order of destruction of any drug which appears
in the Schedules of Controlled Substances of the Uniform
Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act
issued by the Court pursuant to this Rule shall state the
time within which the provisions of such orders are to be
complied with. It shall direct the person having custody of
the drug to make provision for the destruction thereof in
the presence of four witnesses one of whom shall be

designated by each of the following: the Police Commis-
sioner, the Sheriff, the District Attorney and the Office of
Judicial Records.
V. Affidavit of Destruction.

An affidavit attesting to the date, time, place and
manner of destruction of any drug pursuant to an order
therefor and identifying the same by reference to the
report of analysis or by other identifying number or
system and the order of the Court issued thereon shall be
filed with the Court by the person who destroyed the
drugs and by each of the witnesses required to be present
by Section IV(B) of this Rule.
VI. Rules of Evidence—Drugs Destroyed Pursuant to
Court Order.

The destruction of drugs pursuant to the provisions of
this Rule shall not preclude the admission at trial or in a
proceeding in connection therewith of testimony, the
chemist’s report, photographs of the drugs or other
evidence where such testimony or evidence would
otherwise have been admissible if such drugs had not
been destroyed.

Note: Star Rule *329, February 17, 1977. Former Rule
*705 was amended September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019
Philadelphia Criminal Rule *708. Violation of

Probation or Parole. Revocation Hearings.
(A) A probation officer may arrest or cause to be

arrested, with or without a warrant, any person
(‘‘Defendant’’) who has been placed on probation or parole
for: failure to report as required by the terms of that
person’s probation or parole, or for any other violation of
that person’s probation or parole as provided by law,
including 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 9913 and 9754.

Explanatory Comment: 42 Pa.C.S. § 9913 authorizes a
probation officer to arrest or detain any person on
probation or parole for any violation of that person’s
probation or parole, imposed as provided in 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 9754 or otherwise.

A probation officer must exercise discretion in
determining when a detainer ought to be issued, and
shall reference the rule(s) and condition(s) of probation or
parole allegedly violated by the Defendant.

(B) The procedure which follows shall be utilized
whenever any Defendant who has been released on
county probation or parole in Philadelphia County is
arrested or detained by law enforcement officers to
determine whether the Defendant’s probation or parole
ought to be revoked.

(1) Gagnon I Hearing. A hearing will be held before a
Trial Commissioner or a judge as soon as practicable and
within a reasonable time after the Defendant has been
arrested or detained in order to determine whether there
is probable cause to believe that the Defendant has
committed a violation of his probation or parole. At the
hearing, the Defendant shall:

a. receive notice of the alleged violation of probation or
parole;

b. be provided the opportunity to appear in person or
by two-way simultaneous audio-visual communication
and to present evidence in his own behalf;

c. be provided a conditional right to confront adverse
witnesses;

d. be provided counsel; and

e. be provided a written hearing disposition report.
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At the conclusion of the Gagnon I hearing, if the Trial
Commissioner or judge determines that probable cause
exists to believe that the Defendant has committed a
violation of one or more condition of Defendant’s proba-
tion or parole, the Defendant may be detained pending a
Gagnon II hearing.

Explanatory Comment: See generally Morrissey v.
Brewer, 408 U.S. 471, 92 S.Ct. 2593, 33 L.Ed.2d 484
(1972), and Gagnon v. Scarpelli, 411 U.S. 778, 93 S.Ct.
1756, 36 L.Ed.2d 656 (1973) which require that a person
arrested and detained due to an alleged violation of a
condition of probation or parole be provided a
‘‘preliminary revocation hearing’’ (a ‘‘Gagnon I hearing’’)
conducted by an independent decisionmaker and a ‘‘final
revocation hearing’’ (a ‘‘Gagnon II hearing’’) to determine
whether the person may be detained and the person’s
probation or parole be revoked.

As noted above, the Gagnon I hearing need not be
conducted by a judge, and may be conducted utilizing
two-way simultaneous audio visual communications. See
Comment to Pa.R.Crim.P. 119. Supervisory Probation
staff have been designated in some counties to conduct
Gagnon I hearings.

The Gagnon I hearing must be held within a reasonable
period after the person is arrested and detained. See
Commonwealth v. Ferguson, 2000 Pa. Super 312, 761 A.2d
613, 619 (2000). Requiring that a Gagnon I hearing be
held within a mandatory or inflexible number of days,
without regards to the individualized factors present in
each case, may result in delay in the scheduling and
holding some or all Gagnon I hearings.

Whether bail has been ordered and posted in connec-
tion with the new charge(s) is not dispositive in determin-
ing whether a person who is on probation or parole shall
be released or will continue to be detained for violating
the condition(s) of probation or parole. The sole
consideration before the fact finder in the Gagnon I
hearing is whether probable cause exists to believe that
the person has violated any condition of the person’s
probation or parole.

When a detainer is issued due to conduct which
resulted in an arrest, the person on probation or parole
may only be detained if after the Gagnon I hearing,
evidence of some facts in addition to the facts of arrest is
necessary to determine that the person on probation or
parole violated any applicable conditions. See Com-
monwealth v. Davis, 234 Pa. Super 31, 38, 336 A.2d 616
(1975).

A Gagnon I hearing is not necessary when a probable
cause determination is made, after the preliminary hear-
ing where the Defendant is held for trial or upon the
conviction of an offense committed while the Defendant
had been released on probation or parole, that the
Defendant has violated a condition of probation or parole.
See Commonwealth v. Davis, 234 Pa. Super 31, 336 A.2d
616 (1975) for the specific scenarios held not to require a
Gagnon I hearing in Philadelphia County.

(2) Gagnon II Hearing. If at the conclusion of the
Gagnon I hearing, it was determined that probable cause
existed to believe that the Defendant violated one or more
condition of Defendant’s probation or parole, a hearing
must be held to determine whether the facts warrant
revocation of the Defendant’s probation or parole and
whether probation or parole is still an effective vehicle to
accomplish the rehabilitation and a sufficient deterrent
against future antisocial conduct, as follows:

a. a written request for revocation shall be filed as
required by Pa.R.Crim.P. 708(A);

b. a hearing will be held before the sentencing judge or
a judge generally assigned to hear violations of probation
or parole;

c. a hearing will be scheduled as requested by the
sentencing judge or judge generally assigned to hear
violations of probation or parole

i. within a reasonable period after the filing of the
written request for revocation required by Pa.R.Crim.P.
708(A); or

ii. within a reasonable period after a verdict is
rendered in connection with the new charges which had
resulted in Defendant’s arrest;

d. the Defendant shall be provided counsel and the
opportunity to be heard in person and to present wit-
nesses and documentary evidence;

e. the defendant shall be provided the right to confront
and cross-examine adverse witnesses; and

f. the hearing shall proceed as provided in Pa.R.Crim.P.
708.

Explanatory Comment: The judge may not revoke
probation or parole on arrest alone, but only upon a
finding of a violation thereof after a hearing, as provided
in Pa.R.Crim.P. 708. However, the judge need not wait for
disposition of new criminal charges to hold such hearing.
See Commonwealth v. Kates, 452 Pa. 102, 305 A.2d 701
(1973).

The purpose of the Gagnon II Hearing is not to
determine whether the person who is on probation or
parole has committed a new offense, which the Com-
monwealth must establish by proving all of the requisite
elements of the new offense beyond a reasonable doubt,
but rather it is to establish the violation of a condition of
probation or parole, which must be proved by a
preponderance of the evidence, see Commonwealth v.
Allshouse, 2009 Pa. Super 47, 969 A.2d 1236, 1240 (2009)
and cases cited therein, and further to determine
‘‘whether the conduct of the probationer indicates that the
probation has proven to be an effective vehicle to ac-
complish rehabilitation and a sufficient deterrent against
antisocial behavior.’’ Commonwealth v. Kates, supra, 452
Pa. at 115 (1973).

Note: Adopted March 6, 2019, effective April 29, 2019.
See Administrative Order No. 07 of 2019.
Rule *710. Guilty Pleas Refused by Trial Judge.

Where a negotiated plea has been refused by the trial
judge after hearing the facts of the case and the
defendant is permitted to withdraw the guilty plea, the
court clerk shall note on the transcript, with specificity,
the District Attorney’s recommendation and that the plea
bargain was declined by the judge.

This procedure is intended to prevent counsel from
taking the same case before another judge who might
accept the negotiation that was previously refused by the
court.

Note: Amended by the Municipal Court Board of
Judges on November 18, 2005; effective March 15, 2006.

Rule *800. Continuances in Common Pleas Felony
and Municipal Court Cases.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective
December 2, 2019. Subject matter governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 106.
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Rule *801. Continuances at Preliminary Hearings.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019. Subject matter governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 541 et seq.

Rule *786. Criminal Court Priority List.

(A) Whenever an attorney has more than one criminal
case listed in different courtrooms on the same day, the
attorney shall appear in each courtroom wherein the
attorney’s case or cases are listed and provide scheduling
and contact information. The attorney will be expected to
report to the highest priority room to which the attorney
has been assigned.

Priority List (listed in the order of their priority)

(1) Homicide Case Assignment

(2) Criminal Calendar Program

(3) Major Felony Program

(4) Felony Waiver Program

(5) Municipal Court List Rooms

(6) Criminal Motions List and PCRA Hearings

(7) Any Other Assignment.

An attorney not actually on trial who desires to attend
a Preliminary Hearing must obtain the prior approval of
the Judge presiding in the highest priority room to which
the attorney is assigned.

Note: Administrative Regulation 74-4, December 2,
1974; superseded by Administrative Regulation 79-4, Oc-
tober 22, 1979; amended December 8, 1980, effective
immediately.

(B) Federal and Common Pleas Court Conflicts

(1) Common Pleas Court

Since the District Court lists criminal and civil cases
interchangeably, the Common Pleas Court shall follow the
same policy with respect to the engagement of counsel as
set forth under civil cases, including Advance Special
Listings.

(2) District Court

The District Court shall recognize as engaged any
attorney-of-record in any homicide or major criminal case
actually on trial and where same has been scheduled for
trial by the appropriate Calendar Judge at the calendar
call held no more than three days prior to the actual trial
date.

Note: General Court Regulation 73-2, March 2, 1973, as
amended by General Court Regulation 73-13, supplement
July 10, 1974. Former Rule *805 was renumbered and
amended September 20, 2019, effective December 2, 2019.

Rule *810. Applications for Continuances.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019. Subject matter governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 106

Rule *820. Continuances Involving Defendants in
Custody.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019.

Rule *900. State and Federal Prisoners in Philadel-
phia County Prison System.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019.

Rule *910. Probation Detainer and Violation Proce-
dure.
Note: Rescinded by Joint Administrative Order No.

08-2018 issued October 9, 2018, effective immediately.
Rule *920. Appeals Procedure.

Rescinded. Subject matter governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 720 et seq.

POST-CONVICTION PROCEEDINGS
Rule *950. Post-Conviction Hearing Act Procedure.

Note: Rescinded September 20, 2019, effective Decem-
ber 2, 2019. Subject matter governed generally by
Pa.R.Crim.P. 900 et seq.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1549. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Adoption of Local Rule of Civil Procedure:
1915.11-1*. Parenting Coordination; No. 2019-
00001

Order
And Now, this 2nd day of October, 2019, the Court

hereby Adopts Montgomery County Local Rule of Civil
Procedure 1915.11-1*. Parenting Coordination. This Rule
shall become effective thirty (30) days after publication in
the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

The Court Administrator is directed to publish this
Order once in the Montgomery County Law Reporter and
in The Legal Intelligencer. In conformity with Pa.R.J.A.
103, one (1) certified copy of this Order shall be filed with
the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts. Two (2)
certified copies shall be distributed to the Legislative
Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. One (1) copy shall be filed with the Law Library
of Montgomery County, and one (1) copy with each Judge
of this Court. This Order shall also be published on the
Court’s website and incorporated into the complete set of
the Court’s Local Rules.
By the Court

THOMAS M. DelRICCI,
President Judge

Rule 1915.11-1*. Parenting Coordination.
(a) Appointment of a Parenting Coordinator.
(1) If the parties agree on the appointment of a

Parenting Coordinator and/or if the Court deems one
necessary, an appointment Order will be entered in
accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 1915.22.

(2) Any person acting in the capacity of a Parenting
Coordinator must be on the County roster.

(3) The roster of the Court’s approved Parenting Coor-
dinators shall be posted at www.montcopa.org/courts.

(b) Approved Parenting Coordinators.
An attorney or mental health professional seeking to be

included on Montgomery County Court’s roster of quali-
fied individuals to serve as a Parenting Coordinator shall
submit to Court Administration the following:

(1) A letter addressed to the Administrative Judge of
the Family Division.
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(2) The completed Affidavit in substantially the form
set forth. The form referenced herein is available on-line
at www.montcopa.org/courts.

(3) An acknowledgment that he or she must accept at
least one (1) pro bono assignment each calendar year. The
minimum requirement may be adjusted periodically sub-
ject to a determination by the Administrative Judge.

(c) Parenting Coordinator Recommendations.

(1) Parenting Coordinator shall file their Summary and
Recommendations with the Prothonotary within two (2)
days after the last communication with the parties on the
issues in accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 1915.11-1(f)(2).

(2) Parenting Coordinator shall specifically state the
manner of service of their Summary and Recommenda-
tions to the parties.

(3) Parenting Coordinator shall include the rationale
for their Recommendations in the Summary and will also
indicate if it requires the Court’s immediate attention.

(4) Objections to Parenting Coordinator’s Recommenda-
tion(s) and a request for a Record Hearing:

a. A party objecting to the Recommendations must file
with the Prothonotary an original of their Objections and
a request for a Record Hearing before the Court within
five (5) days of service of the Summary and Recommenda-
tions together with a Proof of Service upon all parties and
the Parenting Coordinator.

b. The Objections and Petition shall be in substantially
the form set forth. The form referenced herein is available
on-line at www.montcopa.org/courts.

c. The Prothonotary shall promptly forward the Objec-
tions and Petition to the Court Administrator’s Office.

d. In the event Objections are filed, the Court shall
schedule a timely proceeding.

(5) Court Review of Parenting Coordinator’s Recommen-
dations.

If no objections to the Parenting Coordinator’s Recom-
mendations are filed with the Prothonotary within five (5)
days of service of the Summary and Recommendation, the
Prothonotary shall forward the Summary and Recommen-
dation to the Court Administrator’s Office for the purpose
of transmitting the same to the Family Court Judge
assigned to the case for review of the Recommendation in
accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 1915.11-1(f)(4).

(d) Fees.

Parties who request the appointment of a Parenting
Coordinator, or who are identified by the Court as
benefiting from the appointment of a Parenting Coordina-
tor, shall pay the Parenting Coordinator as follows:

(1) His or her hourly rate.

(2) Any requirement for an initial retainer. The initial
retainer shall not exceed the equivalent of five (5) hours
at the Parenting Coordinator’s hourly rate.

(3) If a party has previously filed and been granted In
Forma Pauperis (IFP) status by the Court, and continues
to be eligible for IFP status, the Judge appointing the
Parenting Coordinator shall waive the fees for the parent-
ing coordination process.

(e) Miscellaneous.

(1) A Parenting Coordinator shall not be required to
make a Recommendation to the Court, at their discretion,
on every disputed issue raised by the parties.

(2) The appointing Judge may reject a Recommenda-
tion from a Parenting Coordinator without a proceeding,
at their discretion, if the disputed issue exceeds the
authority set forth in Pa.R.C.P. 1915.11-1.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1550. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Adoption of Local Rule of Criminal Procedure
520(B)*. Bail Before Verdict; No. AD381-19

Order

And Now, this 27th day of September, 2019, the Court
hereby Adopts Montgomery County Local Rule of Crimi-
nal Procedure 520(B)*: Bail Before Verdict. These Rule
changes shall become effective 30 days after publication
in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

The Court Administrator is directed to publish this
Order once in the Montgomery County Law Reporter and
in The Legal Intelligencer. In conformity with Pa.R.J.A.
103, one (1) certified copy of this Order shall be filed with
the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts. Two (2)
certified copies shall be distributed to the Legislative
Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. One (1) copy shall be filed with the Law Library
of Montgomery County, and one (1) copy with each Judge
of this Court. This Order shall also be published on the
Court’s website and incorporated into the complete set of
the Court’s Local Rules.

By the Court
THOMAS M. DelRICCI,

President Judge

Rule 520(B)*. Bail Before Verdict.

(B) During normal office hours, bail may be posted at
the Magisterial District Court from which the Transcript
and the Original Papers shall issue. Bail may also be
posted before verdict, on any day and at any time, at the
Montgomery County Correctional Facility with a correc-
tional officer approved by the Warden of the facility and
deputized by the Montgomery County Clerk of Courts.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1551. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Amendment of Local Rule of Criminal Procedure
117*: Coverage: Issuing Warrants; Preliminary
Arraignment and Summary Trials; and Setting
and Accepting Bail; No. AD382-19

Order

And Now, this 27th day of September, 2019, the Court
hereby amends Montgomery County Local Rule of Crimi-
nal Procedure 117*: Coverage: Issuing Warrants;
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Preliminary Arraignment and Summary Trials; and Set-
ting and Accepting Bail. These Rule changes shall become
effective 30 days after publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin.

The Court Administrator is directed to publish this
Order once in the Montgomery County Law Reporter and
in The Legal Intelligencer. In conformity with Pa.R.J.A.
103, one (1) certified copy of this Order shall be filed with
the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts. Two (2)
certified copies shall be distributed to the Legislative
Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. One (1) copy shall be filed with the Law Library
of Montgomery County, and one (1) copy with each Judge
of this Court. This Order shall also be published on the
Court’s website and incorporated into the complete set of
the Court’s Local Rules.
By the Court

THOMAS M. DelRICCI,
President Judge

Rule 117*. Coverage: Issuing Warrants; Preliminary
Arraignment and Summary Trials; and Setting
and Accepting Bail.
1. *****
a. *****
b. *****
c. *****
d. *****
e. *****
f. The on-call Magisterial District Judge shall be avail-

able at all times during the week after normal business
hours and at all times during weekends and holidays to

issue search warrants, arrest warrants and emergency
orders under the Protection From Abuse Act and the
Protection from Sexual Violence and Intimidation (PSVI)
Act.

2. [Rescinded]
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1552. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
WESTMORELAND COUNTY

Offender Supervision Fees; No. 3 of 2019

Administrative Order of Court
And Now, to wit, this 26th day of September 2019, It Is

Hereby Ordered and Decreed that offender supervision
fees charged by the Westmoreland County Adult Proba-
tion and Parole Department and assessed by the
Westmoreland County Clerk of Courts to each offender
under supervision, shall increase to $50.00 per month
effective 30 days from the date of publication in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin. This increase shall not be assessed
against any offender to the extent that the offender has
pre-paid supervision fees at the time the increase is
effective.
By the Court

RITA DONOVAN HATHAWAY,
President Judge

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1553. Filed for public inspection October 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]
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