
THE COURTS
SUPREME COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT
General Statewide Judicial Emergency; No. 533

Judicial Administration Doc.

Order
Per Curiam

And Now, this 25th day of March, 2020, in light of the
necessity for a statewide judicial emergency until at least
April 14, 2020, as well as the Governor’s proclamations
imposing increasingly restrictive remedial efforts:

This Court Directs that the Supreme Court argument
session scheduled for April 21st through the 23rd in
Pittsburgh is Cancelled. The cases listed for this session
will be decided on the briefs submitted by the parties.

Upon good cause shown, the Court, on motion of a
party to an appeal, will reschedule oral argument instead
of deciding the appeals on the briefs. Any such motion
must be filed before April 9, 2020.
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SUPREME COURT
General Statewide Judicial Emergency; Nos. 531

and 532 Judicial Administration Doc.

Supplemental Order
Per Curiam

And Now, this 24th day of March, 2020, this Court’s
Order of March 18, 2020, is Supplemented as set forth

herein. The non-exclusive list of essential functions pro-
vided as guidance to the Courts of Common Pleas shall
include:

Commencement of a civil action, by praecipe for a
writ of summons, for purposes of tolling a statute of
limitations. However, all related procedural rules,
including rules regarding service of original process,
are suspended as set forth in this Court’s Order of
March 18, 2020.

In the event a court of common pleas is unable to
accommodate the filing of a praecipe for a writ of
summons, attorneys may file a praecipe for a writ of
summons in the Superior Court district corresponding to
the applicable court of common pleas, pursuant to the
miscellaneous filing procedure set forth in the Superior
Court’s Order dated March 23, 2020, Superior Court
Administrative Docket No. 3. The filing in the Superior
Court must be accompanied by the filing attorney’s
certification that the attorney has been unable to file the
praecipe in the appropriate court of common pleas due to
the closure of that court to such filings in light of the
ongoing public health emergency, and that in the attor-
ney’s opinion, filing of the praecipe for a writ of summons
is necessary to toll a statute of limitations that would
otherwise expire during the judicial emergency declared
by this Court, or any extension of that judicial emergency.

This Order shall be posted on the Unified Judicial
System website and shall be effective immediately.
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