
THE COURTS
Title 249—PHILADELPHIA RULES

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY
Compensation Rates under Philadelphia County

Rule of Judicial Administration *122-12(C); Ad-
ministrative Order No. 16 of 2023

Order
And Now, this 25th day of September, 2023, It Is

Hereby Ordered, Adjudged and Decreed that Compensa-
tion rates for court appointed counsel, appointed on or
after November 1, 2023 in each Court or Division of the
First Judicial District of Pennsylvania as set forth in
Phila.R.J.A. *122-12(C), and President Judge General
Court Regulation No. 2022-11, are increased by six
percent (6%). Following hereto and made part hereof are
the amended forms which reflect said increase.

Copies of the amended forms referenced in this Order
are appended hereto and shall be available on the Court’s
website at www.courts.phila.gov/forms.

This Administrative Order shall become effective on
November 1, 2023. The original Administrative Order
shall be filed with the Office of Judicial Records in a
docket maintained for Administrative Orders issued by
the President Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, and
copies shall be submitted to the Administrative Office of
Pennsylvania Courts, and to the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.
Copies of the Administrative Order will be provided to
American Lawyer Media, The Legal Intelligencer, Jenkins
Memorial Library and the Law Library for the First
Judicial District, and shall be posted on the website of the
First Judicial District of Pennsylvania: http://
www.courts.phila.gov.

By the Court
HONORABLE IDEE C. FOX,

Chair
Administrative Governing Board
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[Pa.B. Doc. No. 23-1355. Filed for public inspection October 6, 2023, 9:00 a.m.]
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Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
ADAMS COUNTY

Rules of Civil Procedure; Rules of Conduct, Office
Standards and Civil Procedure for Magisterial
District Judges; Administrative Order No. 14A of
2023

Order of Court

And Now, this 22nd day of September, 2023, after
review of proposed Rules changes by the Pennsylvania
State Rules Committee, Administrative Order 14 of 2023
issued on June 7, 2023 is hereby Vacated and the
following new Order 14A of 2023 is Entered. It Is Ordered
that the Adams County Rules of Civil Procedure 1901,
1902, 1903, 1904, 1905 and 1906 are Hereby Rescinded
and Replaced with the following rules:

ACTION PURSUANT TO PROTECTION FROM ABUSE
ACT AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF SEXUAL

VIOLENCE OR INTIMIDATION ACT
Rule 1901. Statement of Policy.

It is the purpose and policy of the Court of
Common Pleas of Adams County to implement and
effectuate the Protection From Abuse Act and the
Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence or Intimi-
dation Act, to streamline and facilitate enforce-
ment, and to eliminate procedural obstacles and
limitations where justice requires forthright action
on the part of law enforcement, the Magisterial
District Judge and this Court.

A. Actions for Protection From Abuse shall be
commenced and prosecuted in accordance with the
provisions of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1901, et seq. and 23
Pa.C.S.A. § 6101 et seq. Actions for Protection of
Victims of Sexual Violence or Intimidation shall be
commenced and prosecuted in accordance with the
provisions of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1951, et seq., and 42
Pa.C.S.A. § 62A01, et seq.

B. Actions seeking emergency relief under the
Protection From Abuse Act shall be commenced and
prosecuted pursuant to the provisions of
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 1201 et seq., Adams County Rules
of Conduct, Office Standards and Civil Procedure
for Magisterial District Judges 1203, 1210 and 1211,
and 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 6110 et seq.

C. Actions seeking emergency relief under the
Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence or Intimi-
dation Act shall be commenced and prosecuted in
accordance with the provisions of Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J.
1201, et seq., Adams County Rules of Conduct,
Office Standards and Civil Procedure for Magiste-
rial District Judges 1203, 1210 and 1211, and 42
Pa.C.S.A. § 62A09, et seq.

Rule 1901.5. Indirect Criminal Contempt Hearing.

A. Arrest. When the Court is available, a defen-
dant arrested for contempt shall be produced with-
out unnecessary delay before a judge for prelimi-
nary arraignment. If arrest occurs when the Court
is unavailable, the defendant shall have prelimi-
nary arraignment before the on-call Magisterial
District Judge. Upon request, defendant shall be
provided with an application form for the appoint-
ment of a lawyer. Unless scheduled by a court order
for a different time, contempt hearings shall be
scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on the Wednesday following

preliminary arraignment which is the furthest
Wednesday within ten (10) calendar days after the
defendant’s arrest. Bail shall be set by the Magiste-
rial District Judge with the defendant given an
opportunity to post bail. The bail may be subject to
special conditions, such as requiring defendant to
follow all specified conditions contained in the
Protection From Abuse Order.

At the preliminary arraignment, the Magisterial
District Judge or Common Pleas Judge shall advise
the defendant of the following:

1. A description of the alleged contemptuous acts;

2. That those acts violate a specific Order of
Court;

3. Defendant is subject because of the alleged
contempt to a prison sentence of six (6) months and
a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00);

4. A hearing will be held by a judge on a specified
court business day at 1:00 p.m.;

5. Defendant is entitled to be represented by a
lawyer in the contempt proceeding and that, if
defendant qualifies, a lawyer will be appointed to
represent him or her free of charge. The defendant
shall be notified that he or she must apply for the
appointment of a free counsel, and the Magisterial
District Judge shall provide an application form
upon request.

B. Private Complaint.

1. Plaintiff may file a private criminal complaint
pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 6113.1 by filing the com-
plaint in the Prothonotary’s Office. The Prothonota-
ry’s Office shall, after clocking in the complaint,
immediately forward it to the Court Administrator
for the scheduling of a hearing. Except in unusual
circumstances, hearings will be scheduled in the
same manner as in arrest cases and shall be sched-
uled by court order. Service of the order, once
entered, shall be made on the defendant by the
Sheriff’s Department. No answer shall be required
by defendant.

2. Contempt proceedings may be commenced by
the filing of a criminal complaint before a Magiste-
rial District Judge. Service shall be accomplished
as in other criminal proceedings, by a constable, or
police officer. If neither is available, the complaint
shall be served by the Sheriff. Upon filing of a
private complaint for criminal contempt in the
office of a Magisterial District Judge, the Magiste-
rial District Judge shall promptly forward the same
to Court Administration who will schedule con-
tempt hearing pursuant to paragraph B(1) above.

Rule 1905. Temporary Orders. Final Hearing. Forms
and Notice.

A. Temporary Orders

1. If the petition seeks temporary relief for Pro-
tection From Abuse or Protection of Victims of
Sexual Violence or Intimidation, and alleges imme-
diate and present danger of abuse to the plaintiff
and/or minor children, the petition shall be pre-
sented directly to the assigned PFA Judge after
filing with the Prothonotary between the hours of
8:00 a.m. through 3:30 p.m. on days the Court of
Common Pleas is open for business.
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2. The PFA Judge will, at the earliest possible
time consistent with his/her schedule, conduct an
ex parte temporary hearing with the plaintiff.

3. The PFA Judge shall enter such temporary
order, as it deems necessary, to protect the plaintiff
and/or minor child(ren) pending final hearing on
the petition.

B. Final Hearing

Within ten (10) business days of the filing of a
petition for Protection From Abuse or a petition for
Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence or Intimi-
dation, or the granting of a temporary order, a final
hearing shall be scheduled following Adams County
Court administrative rules and policy.

C. Forms and Notice

1. All forms for use in the Protection From Abuse
action and the Protection of Victims of Sexual
Violence or Intimidation action including notice,
petition, temporary protection order and final pro-
tection order shall be substantially in the form set
forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1905 and Pa.R.Civ.P. 1959.

2. If the Magisterial District Judge enters an
emergency order, service of the order of protection
and emergency petition upon the defendant shall
occur in accordance with Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 1209.

3. If the PFA Judge enters a temporary order,
service of the petition and temporary order upon
the defendant shall be in accordance with
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.4. An affidavit of service substan-
tially in the form set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1905(d)
shall be filed with the Prothonotary.

It is further Ordered that the Adams County Rules of
Conduct, Office Standards and Civil Procedure for Magis-
terial District Judges are hereby created, and the follow-
ing Rules enacted:

ACTIONS FOR EMERGENCY PROTECTIVE
RELIEF

Rule 1203. Limitation on Jurisdiction.

Emergency orders for protection pursuant to ei-
ther the Protection From Abuse Act or Protection
of Victims of Sexual Violence or Intimidation Act
may be issued by a Magisterial District Judge at
the following times:

A. on Monday through Friday from 3:30 p.m. to
8:00 a.m. on the next day the Court of Common
Pleas is open for business;

B. during weekend periods, from 3:30 p.m. on
Friday (or otherwise, 3:30 p.m. on the last day of
the week on which the Court of Common Pleas is
open for business) to 8:00 a.m. on the next day the
Court of Common Pleas is open for business; and

C. during any holiday and at any other time that
all Judges are declared to be unavailable, or the
Court of Common Pleas of Adams County is not
open for business by Administrative Order entered
by the President Judge.

Rule 1210. Duration of Emergency Protection Or-
ders.

If an emergency order of protection has issued
pursuant to either the Protection From Abuse Act

or Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence or
Intimidation Act, the plaintiff shall be informed of
the following:

A. that the Magisterial District Judge’s emer-
gency order will expire at the close of the next
Court of Common Pleas business day and, that a
further temporary order may be issued only by a
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Adams
County;

B. if the plaintiff seeks the issuance of a tempo-
rary order, on the next Court of Common Pleas
business day, the Plaintiff shall prepare and file a
petition in the form required by the Rules of Civil
Procedure and shall appear before a Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas.

C. if the plaintiff requests the issuance of a tem-
porary order, the next business day in the Court of
Common Pleas, a Judge will, at the earliest possible
time consistent with his/her schedule, conduct an
ex parte temporary hearing with the plaintiff.

Rule 1211. Certification to Court of Common Pleas.

A certification of the Magisterial District Judge’s
record for emergency order shall be forwarded to
Court Administration by 8:30 a.m. the next business
day, who shall immediately file the record with the
Prothonotary’s Office so that the record is available
to the Court of Common Pleas.

These rules shall become effective after all the provi-
sions of the Pennsylvania Rules of Judicial Administra-
tion 103 are met, to include the following:

1. A certified copy of this Order shall be submitted to
the Civil Procedural Rules Committee for review.

2. Upon receipt of a statement from the Civil Proce-
dural Rules Committee that the local rules are not
inconsistent with any general rule of the Supreme Court,
two (2) certified copies of this Order together with a
computer diskette that complies with the requirement of
1 Pa. Code § 13.11(b), or other compliant format, contain-
ing the text of the local rule(s) adopted hereby shall be
distributed to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publi-
cation in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

3. One (1) certified copy of this Order shall be for-
warded to the Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania
Courts.

4. A copy of the proposed local rules shall be published
on the 51st Judicial District website.

5. This Order shall be filed in the Office of the
Prothonotary of Adams County and a copy thereof shall
be filed with the Adams County Clerk of Courts and the
Adams County Law Library for inspection and copying.

6. The effective date of the local rules shall be thirty
(30) days after publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

By the Court
MICHAEL A. GEORGE,

President Judge
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 23-1356. Filed for public inspection October 6, 2023, 9:00 a.m.]
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SUPREME COURT
Reaccreditation of the National Board of Trial

Advocacy as a Certifying Organization for Civil
Trial Advocacy and Criminal Trial Advocacy; No.
239 Disciplinary Rules Docket

Order
Per Curiam

And Now, this 26th day of September, 2023, upon
consideration of the recommendation of the Pennsylvania
Bar Association Review and Certifying Board, the Na-
tional Board of Trial Advocacy is hereby reaccredited as a
certifying organization for civil trial advocacy and crimi-
nal trial advocacy for a period of five years, commencing
June 1, 2024.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 23-1357. Filed for public inspection October 6, 2023, 9:00 a.m.]
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