
THE COURTS
Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES

ADAMS COUNTY
Rule of Judicial Administration 450; Administrative

Order No. 22 of 2023

Order of Court
And Now, this 24th day of October, 2023, the Court

hereby creates Rule 450 of the Adams County Rules of
Judicial Administration as follows:
450. Payment for Court Appointments.

A. This rule shall be applicable to assignments
for which payment for services rendered are as-
signed by the Court to the County of Adams or to
the parties, according to local procedure, including
but not limited to the following services:

1. Court-appointed Counsel in criminal, civil, ju-
venile and orphans’ court matters;

2. Custody Conciliator;
3. Divorce Hearing Officer;
4. Gagnon I Master;
5. Juvenile Hearing Master; and
6. Guardian Ad Litem in dependency, custody and

support matters.
B. Compensation for the services noted within

this rule shall be established from time-to-time by
Administrative Order.

C. All court-appointed counsel, conciliators, hear-
ing officers, masters and guardians are encouraged
to submit motion for payment of services on a
monthly or quarterly basis.

D. In all instances, court-appointed counsel, con-
ciliators, hearing officers, masters and guardians
shall submit motion for payment in the calendar
year the service was rendered.

1. Motions for payment must be filed by January
7 of a given year for the work performed in the
preceding year.

2. Failure to submit motion for payment by Janu-
ary 7 shall result in forfeiture of payment for
services rendered.

3. Court-appointed counsel, conciliators, hearing
officers, masters and guardians may petition the
Court for special consideration if cause is pre-
sented as to a delay in submission of motion for
payment.

E. This rule is not applicable when services are
governed by separate agreement with the County of
Adams.

The modification to this rule shall become effective
after all the provisions of the Pennsylvania Rules of
Judicial Administration 103 are met, to include the
following:

a. Two (2) certified copies of this Order together with a
computer diskette that complies with the requirement of
1 Pa. Code § 13.11(b), or other compliant format, contain-
ing the text of the local rule(s) adopted hereby shall be
distributed to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publi-
cation in the Pennsylvania Bulletin;

b. One copy of this Order shall be forwarded to the
Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts via
e-mail to adminrules@pacourts.us;

c. A copy of the proposed local rule(s) shall be pub-
lished on the 51st Judicial District website;

d. This Order shall be filed in the Office of the
Prothonotary of Adams County and a copy thereof shall
be filed with the Adams County Clerk of Courts and the
Adams County Law Library for inspection and copying;

e. The effective date of the local rule(s) shall be 30 days
after publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

By the Court
MICHAEL A. GEORGE,

President Judge
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 23-1501. Filed for public inspection November 3, 2023, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
CLINTON COUNTY

Local Rules 1915.26, 1915.27, 1920.51, 1920.55-1
and 1920.55-2; No. AD-1268-2023

Administrative Order of Court

And Now, this 23rd day of October, 2023, the Court
hereby adopts the following Local Rules 1915.26, 1915.27,
1920.51, 1920.55-1, and 1920.55-2, effective thirty (30)
days after the publication of same in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin.

Erin Karmen, Esquire, Judicial Law Clerk, is Ordered
and Directed to do the following:

1. File one (1) copy of this Order and the following
Local Rules 1915.26, 1915.27, 1920.51, 1920.55-1, and
1920.55-2 with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
(AOPC) via email to adminrules@pacourts.us.

2. File one (1) copy of this Order and the following
Local Rules 1915.26, 1915.27, 1920.51, 1920.55-1, and
1920.55-2 with the Legislative Bureau for publication in
The Pennsylvania Bulletin.

3. Publish a copy of this Order and the following Local
Rules 1915.26, 1915.27, 1920.51, 1920.55-1, and 1920.55-2
on the Clinton County Court website.

By the Court
CRAIG P. MILLER,

President Judge

Rule 1915.26. Conciliation Conference.

(a) The Court shall refer all actions for custody of
minor children to a Custody Conciliator for purposes of a
conciliation conference. Applicable Pennsylvania and local
Custody Rules shall be followed.

(b) The Custody Conciliator shall be an attorney of law
authorized to practice before the Supreme Court of Penn-
sylvania and shall be appointed to such position by the
President Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Clinton
County. The Custody Conciliator shall not practice family
law before a Judge, conference officer, or hearing officer
employed in the 25th Judicial District.
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(c) The Custody Conciliator shall attempt to resolve the
differences between the parties, encourage amicable reso-
lution of those differences and may recommend media-
tion, or counseling services to the parties. Any resolution
of the custody dispute shall be reduced to writing, signed
by the parties and counsel, for approval and entry as an
Order of the Court.

(d) The Custody Conciliator may conduct an informal
hearing, take testimony of the parties under oath, and
hear the position of the parties relative to custody. The
Custody Conciliator shall have the right to conduct oral
examination of the child who is the subject matter of the
proceeding. No other witnesses shall be permitted, except
in extraordinary cases, and at the discretion of the
Custody Conciliator. The testimony shall not be recorded
or transcribed. The Custody Conciliator shall not be
bound by technical rules of evidence and all evidence of
reasonably probative value may be received. The Custody
Conciliator shall consider the Court Ordered written
evaluations of experts. The hearing shall not be consid-
ered a hearing of the type permitted by Pa.R.Civ.P.
1915.4-1 but shall be considered an extension of the
conciliation process.

(e) The proceeding shall be concluded on the date fixed
for said proceeding, except that the Custody Conciliator
may continue the proceeding to a date certain for good
cause shown, or to obtain, investigate or evaluative
reports from a social service agency or a private provider.

(f) Any investigative or evaluative reports ordered
and/or obtained may be considered by the Custody Con-
ciliator.

(g) If a written settlement is not reached, by stipula-
tion, the Custody Conciliator shall file a recommended
interim order. At the discretion of the Custody Concilia-
tor, the Custody Conciliator may also file a written report.

(h) Upon receipt of the recommended interim order and
any other document from the Custody Conciliator, the
Court may issue the interim order, and schedule the
matter for a pretrial conference, and/or schedule the
matter for a final hearing before the Court.

Rule 1915.27. Nonappearance at Proceeding before
Custody Conciliator.

(a) If a plaintiff/petitioner fails to appear, without
proper cause shown, at the conciliation conference before
the Custody Conciliator, and the Custody Conciliator is
satisfied that proper notice of the order giving the date
and time for the conciliation conference has been given to
the plaintiff/petitioner, the Custody Conciliator shall rec-
ommend to the Court that an order be entered dismissing
the complaint or petition to modify with respect to that
party.

(b) If a defendant/respondent or any party joined in the
case fails to appear, without proper cause shown, at the
conciliation conference before the Custody Conciliator,
and the Custody Conciliator is satisfied that proper
service of the order has been given to the defendant/
respondent or the non-appearing party, it shall be pre-
sumed that said party has agreed to a conciliation in that
party’s absence, and the Custody Conciliator shall proceed
and recommend an order to be entered by the Court.

(c) If all parties fail to appear at a conciliator confer-
ence before the Custody Conciliator, and the Custody
Conciliator is satisfied that proper service has been given
to parties, the Custody Conciliator shall recommend to

the Court that an Order be entered dismissing the
custody complaint or the petition to modify custody order.

Rule 1920.51. Hearing by Permanent Hearing Offi-
cer.

(a) The Court of Common Pleas of Clinton County shall
appoint a Hearing Officer to hear the following issues
concerning divorce matters pending before the Court:

(1) Alimony;

(2) Equitable Distribution of Marital Property;

(3) Counsel Fees;

(4) Costs and Expenses;

(5) Divorce pursuant to § 3301(a) or § 3301(b) of the
Divorce Code; and

(6) Any allegations in any Counter-Affidavit denying
the averments in the Affidavit and action under
§ 3301(c)(2) or § 3301(d) of the Divorce Code, including
the date of separation.

(b) Any party may request a hearing before the Hear-
ing Officer on the above issues by filing a motion in the
Office of Prothonotary requesting that the Court Adminis-
trator schedule said proceeding.

Rule 1920.55-1. Continuance Requests and Hearing
Officer’s Report.

(b) The Hearing Officer shall file a report as provided
by Pa.R.Civ.P. 1920.53 and 1920.54(a). Any request for a
continuance of any proceeding before the Hearing Officer
shall be filed with the Office of Prothonotary directed to
the Office of Court Administrator.

Rule 1920.55-2. Hearing Officer Procedure.

The Court adopts the procedures as set forth in Penn-
sylvania Rule of Civil Procedure 1920.55-2.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 23-1502. Filed for public inspection November 3, 2023, 9:00 a.m.]

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
OF THE SUPREME COURT

Notice of Suspension

Notice is hereby given that on October 12, 2023,
pursuant to Rule 214(d)(5), Pa.R.D.E., the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania ordered that Peter Andrew Galick
(# 316665) be placed on Temporary Suspension from the
practice of law, effective November 11, 2023. In accord-
ance with Rule 217(f), Pa.R.D.E., since this formerly
admitted attorney resides outside of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, this notice is published in the Pennsyl-
vania Bulletin.

MARCEE D. SLOAN,
Prothonotary

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 23-1503. Filed for public inspection November, 3, 2023, 9:00 a.m.]
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