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The Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. § 5741, et seq., sets forth
the requirements for obtaining a Professional Bondsman
license in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, a prereq-
uisite for permitting qualified individuals to post bail for
criminal defendants awaiting trial. The Pennsylvania
Rules of Criminal Procedure authorize the local courts to
impose additional requirements on sureties. See
Pa.R.Crim.P. 531(A). This Regulation sets forth the addi-
tional requirements imposed by the First Judicial District
on Professional Bondsmen licensed under the Judicial
Code.

1. Applicability. This Regulation applies only to Profes-
sional Bondsmen licensed under the Judicial Code, 42
Pa.C.S. § 5741, et seq., and not to any of the other
sureties identified in Pa.R.Crim.P. 531.

2. Definitions. For purposes of this Regulation:

(A) A ‘‘Professional Bondsman’’ is ‘‘any person, other
than a fidelity or surety company or any officers, agents,
attorneys, or employees, authorized to execute bail bonds
or to solicit business on its behalf, who: (1) engages in the
business of giving bail, giving or soliciting undertakings
or giving or soliciting indemnity or counter-indemnity to
sureties on undertakings; or (2) within a period of 30 days
has become a surety, or has indemnified a surety, for the
release on bail of a person, with or without a fee or
compensation, or promise thereof, in three or more mat-
ters not arising out of the same transaction.’’ 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 5741.

(B) A ‘‘bail enforcement agent’’ is an individual who
performs services or takes action for the purpose of
enforcing the terms and conditions of a defendant’s
release from custody on bail in a criminal proceeding,
including locating, apprehending and surrendering a de-
fendant released from custody on bail who has failed to
appear at a specified time and place pursuant to court
order. The term does not include police officers, sheriffs,
court officers or law enforcement personnel who execute
warrants of arrest for bail forfeitures pursuant to their
official duties.

3. Requirements.

(A) To become qualified to post bond in the First
Judicial District, the Professional Bondsman must:

(1) obtain a valid Professional Bondsman license issued
by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance, pursuant
to 42 Pa.C.S. § 5741, et seq. The Professional Bondsman
must at all times be in full compliance with 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 5741, et seq.

(2) present satisfactory proof that he or she maintains
an office in Philadelphia County from which his or her
business is conducted and where service of notices may be
made. Every Professional Bondsman must maintain at
his or her office in Philadelphia County the usual and
customary records pertaining to transactions authorized
by the Professional Bondsman’s license, including, but not

limited to, such records of bail bonds executed or counter-
signed by the Professional Bondsman to enable the court
to obtain all necessary information concerning such bail
bonds for at least 3 years after all liability on such bail
bonds has been terminated. Such records must be open at
all times to examination, inspection, and copying by the
court or its representative, and the court may at any time
require the Professional Bondsman to furnish, in such
manner or form as the court requires, any information
concerning the bail bond business of the Professional
Bondsman.

(3) certify that neither the Professional Bondsman, nor
his or her employees or agents, have been convicted of
any criminal offense. The certification must be based on a
criminal history search conducted by the Pennsylvania
State Police for the Professional Bondsman and each
employee or agent of the Professional Bondsman, and a
copy of the search results must be attached to a list of all
of the Professional Bondsman’s employees or agents and
submitted with the Petition required by Section 4 of this
Regulation. Conviction of the Professional Bondsman, or
any of his or her employees or agents, will render the
Professional Bondsman ineligible to conduct business in
the First Judicial District;

(4) post with the Prothonotary as security the mini-
mum sum of $250,000 in United States currency or
unencumbered securities of the United States Govern-
ment, which will entitle the Professional Bondsman to
post bond in the aggregate sum of $1,000,000, and by
further posting the sum required for each individual bond
or undertaking with the bail authority. Provided, however,
that the Professional Bondsman must post additional
security with the Prothonotary in the event the Profes-
sional Bondsman intends to post bond in excess of
$1,000,000. The additional security to be posted with the
Prothonotary shall be in units of $250,000 which will
entitle the Professional Bondsman to post bond in the
additional sum of $1,000,000 per $250,000 unit;

(5) provide a financial statement certified by a Certi-
fied Public Accountant which verifies that the Profes-
sional Bondsman has sufficient assets to satisfy all bail
obligations undertaken by the Professional Bondsman in
the First Judicial District and in other jurisdictions in
which the Professional Bondsman conducts business. A
current certified statement must be filed with the Petition
required in Section 4 of this Regulation;

(6) certify that only the person who is granted a
Professional Bondsman license by the Department of
Insurance shall post bail for criminal defendants, in the
name exactly as it appears on the Professional Bondsman
license, and not in the name of any business entity with
which the licensed Professional Bondsman may be associ-
ated, nor in the name of any agent, associate or employee
of the licensed Professional Bondsman;

(7) provide to the First Judicial District a schedule of
the fees to be charged criminal defendants for issuing the
bail bond. Such fees may not change unless notice is
given to the First Judicial District at least thirty days
prior to the effective date of the proposed revised fees;

(8) certify full compliance with the training and educa-
tion requirements set forth in Section 6 of this Regula-
tion;
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(9) upon approval of the Petition required in Section 4
of this Regulation, register with the First Judicial District
and pay to the Prothonotary an initial registration fee of
$600, or such amount as may be established from time to
time by the Court Administrator of the First Judicial
District;

(10) certify that neither the Professional Bondsman,
nor the Professional Bondsman’s agents and employees,
will represent or identify themselves, directly or indi-
rectly, as employees or agents of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania or First Judicial District. The Professional
Bondsman, and the agents and employees of the Profes-
sional Bondsman, must not wear clothing or present
badges or any other form of law enforcement credentials
that create the impression of employment by the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, the First Judicial District or
any of its units, including the Pretrial Services Unit or
the Warrant Unit of the First Judicial District;

(11) fully comply with all laws, regulations, rules of
court and procedures as may be established from time to
time.

(B) To remain qualified to post bond in the First
Judicial District, the Professional Bondsman must:

(1) maintain compliance with the requirements speci-
fied in Section 3(A) of this Regulation;

(2) provide quarterly statements certified by the Pro-
fessional Bondsman that he or she is in compliance with
the security posting requirements specified in Section
3(A)(4) of this Regulation;

(3) provide on a quarterly basis, or as often as re-
quested by the Common Pleas Court President Judge,
Municipal Court President Judge and Administrative
Judge of the Trial Division, a financial statement certified
by a Certified Public Accountant which verifies that the
Professional Bondsman has sufficient assets to satisfy all
bail obligations undertaken by the Professional Bonds-
man in the First Judicial District and in other jurisdic-
tions in which the Professional Bondsman conducts busi-
ness;

(4) satisfy in full any judgment entered against a
defendant, or the Professional Bondsman, for a defen-
dant’s violation of the bail bond within thirty (30) days of
the issuance of the judgment. In the event the Profes-
sional Bondsman fails to do so, the judgment shall be
satisfied from the funds posted with the Prothonotary
pursuant to Section 3(A)(4) of this Regulation. In that
event, the Professional Bondsman shall be prohibited
from posting additional bail until such time as all judg-
ments entered against the Professional Bondsman are
satisfied in full;

(5) immediately notify, in writing, the Common Pleas
Court President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge
and Administrative Judge of the Trial Division if the
Professional Bondsman, or any of his or her employees or
agents, has been charged with any criminal offense, or if
his or her Professional Bondsman license has been re-
voked, suspended or not renewed in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania or any other jurisdiction;

(6) not post bonds if the aggregate maximum amount
of unsettled and outstanding bail forfeitures, as deter-
mined by the Court Administrator of the First Judicial
District, or the Court Administrator’s designee, equals or
exceeds $250,000. The Court Administrator of the First
Judicial District, or the Court Administrator’s designee,
shall promptly notify the Common Pleas Court President
Judge, Municipal Court President Judge, the Administra-

tive Judge of the Trial Division, the Municipal Court Bail
Commissioners, the Philadelphia District Attorney and
the applicable bondsman of any Professional Bondsman
having reached this maximum limit. Immediately upon
notification, no further bonds by the Professional Bonds-
man are authorized or acceptable for posting. When full
financial settlement has been made of the outstanding
bail forfeitures, the Court Administrator of the First
Judicial District, or the Court Administrator’s designee,
shall promptly notify the Common Pleas Court President
Judge, Municipal Court President Judge, the Administra-
tive Judge of the Trial Division, the Municipal Court Bail
Commissioners, the Philadelphia District Attorney and
the applicable bondsman that posting of bonds by the
Professional Bondsman may resume;

(7) not represent or identify himself or herself, or
agents and employees of the Professional Bondsman,
directly or indirectly, as employees or agents of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or First Judicial District.
The Professional Bondsman and his or her agents and
employees must not wear clothing or present badges or
any other form of law enforcement credentials that create
the impression of employment by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, the First Judicial District or any of its
units, including the Pretrial Services Unit or the Warrant
Unit of the First Judicial District;

(8) certify continued full compliance with the training
and education requirements set forth in Section 6 of this
Regulation;

(9) annually renew his or her registration with the
First Judicial District, provide all certifications required
by this Regulation, and pay to the Prothonotary an
annual renewal registration fee of $600, or such amount
as may be established from time to time by the Court
Administrator of the First Judicial District;

(10) fully comply with all laws, regulations, rules of
court and procedures as may be established from time to
time.

4. Process to be Utilized in Seeking Approval as a
Professional Bondsman. Any person who has obtained a
Professional Bondsman license from the Pennsylvania
Department of Insurance may seek approval to post bail
in the First Judicial District by filing a Petition with the
Prothonotary. The Petition must provide the information,
documents and certifications set forth in Section 3(A) of
this Regulation. Upon filing, the Petition will be assigned
to the Common Pleas Court President Judge, Municipal
Court President Judge and Administrative Judge of the
Trial Division for determination.

5. Opportunity to Be Heard. A Professional Bondsman
whose Petition seeking approval to post bail in the First
Judicial District is denied will be provided an opportunity
to be heard and to contest the denial. Any Professional
Bondsman seeking to contest the denial of its Petition for
approval to post bail in the First Judicial District must
file a Petition with the Prothonotary within thirty (30)
days of the date of denial of the initial Petition, and set
forth the relief requested and the factual basis therefor.
Similarly, a Professional Bondsman who has received
approval to post bail in the First Judicial District as
provided in this Regulation, but who has been prohibited
from posting additional bail, or is otherwise ineligible to
post bail in the First Judicial District, will be provided an
opportunity to be heard. Any Professional Bondsman
seeking to contest his or her prohibition from posting
additional bail in the First Judicial District, or any other
ineligibility subsequent to his or her initial approval
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hereunder, must file a Petition with the Prothonotary
within thirty (30) days of the date of the prohibition, or
determination of ineligibility, and set forth the relief
requested and the factual basis therefor.

6. Training and Continuing Education.

(A) To register as a Professional Bondsman desiring to
post bail in the First Judicial District, the Professional
Bondsman must certify that he or she has satisfactorily
completed not less than thirty (30) hours of education in
subjects pertinent to the duties and responsibilities of bail
bondsmen, including, but not limited to, all laws and
regulations relating thereto, the criminal justice system,
rights of the accused, bail bond industry ethics, prohibited
conduct and apprehension of bail fugitives. Additionally, a
Professional Bondsman desiring to post bail in the First
Judicial District must certify that he or she has satisfac-
torily completed not less than eight (8) hours of continu-
ing education in these subjects during the year preceding
any renewal of his or her registration in the First Judicial
District.

(B)(1) If a Professional Bondsman, or any agent or
employee of the Professional Bondsman, uses the services
of a bail enforcement agent, the Professional Bondsman
must receive from such bail enforcement agent, prior to
the Professional Bondsman’s utilization of such services,
proof that the bail enforcement agent has satisfactorily
completed a basic course of training and the continuing
education requirements set forth below.

(2) The basic course of training must consist of at least
forty-five (45) hours of training which includes instruction
in:

(a) The following areas of the law:

(i) Constitutional law;

(ii) Procedures for arresting defendants and surrender-
ing defendants into custody;

(iii) Civil liability;

(iv) The civil rights of persons who are detained in
custody;

(v) The use of force; and

(vi) The history and principles of bail;

(b) Procedures for field operations, including, without
limitation:

(i) Safety and survival techniques;

(ii) Searching buildings;

(iii) Handling persons who are mentally ill or under
the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and

(iv) The care and custody of prisoners;

(c) The skills required of bail enforcement agents,
including, without limitation:

(i) Writing reports, completing forms and procedures
for exoneration;

(ii) Methods of arrest;

(iii) Nonlethal weapons;

(iv) Qualifications for the use of firearms; and

(v) Defensive tactics;

(d) Principles of investigation, including, without limi-
tation:

(i) The basic principles of locating defendants who have
not complied with the terms and conditions established
by a court for their release from custody or the terms and
conditions of a contract entered into with a surety; and

(ii) Ethics; and
(e) The following subjects:
(i) Courtroom demeanor;
(ii) Emergency first aid; and
(iii) Cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
(3) Additionally, a bail enforcement agent must satis-

factorily complete not less than twelve (12) hours of
continuing education in the above-specified subjects
within the year prior to the utilization of his or her
services by the Professional Bondsman.

(C) All such training and education shall be provided
by individuals or entities acceptable to the Common Pleas
Court President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge
and Administrative Judge of the Trial Division.

7. Bail Piece Procedure. Whenever a bail piece is issued
pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 536 and the defendant is appre-
hended by or on behalf of a Professional Bondsman, the
defendant must be brought to such office or before such
person as the First Judicial District may from time to
time designate.

8. Prohibited Conduct. Persons in the bail bond busi-
ness, including a Professional Bondsman, may not engage
in prohibited conduct, which includes the violation of any
applicable statute, rule, order or regulation, or the com-
mission of any of the following acts by a Professional
Bondsman, agents and employees of a Professional
Bondsman, or bail bond enforcement agents working for
or on behalf of a Professional Bondsman:

(A) having a license or authorization to act as a
Professional Bondsman revoked in this or any other state;

(B) misstating or misrepresenting any material fact in
the initial Petition required by this Regulation, or in any
of the statements, information or certifications required
by this Regulation;

(C) being involved in any transaction which show
unfitness to act in a fiduciary capacity or a failure to
maintain the standards of fairness and honesty required
of a fiduciary;

(D) being convicted of any criminal offense;

(E) failing to promptly advise the Common Pleas Court
President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge, Ad-
ministrative Judge of the Trial Division and Court Ad-
ministrator of the First Judicial District of any change in
circumstances which would materially affect any of the
statements, information or certifications required by this
Regulation;

(F) failing to preserve, and to retain separately, any
collateral obtained as security on any bond;

(G) failing to return collateral taken as security on any
bond to the depositor of such collateral, or the depositor’s
designee, within ten (10) business days of having been
notified of the exoneration of the bond and upon payment
of all fees owed to the Professional Bondsman, whichever
is later;

(H) offering or providing any consideration or gratuity
to any person employed by, or incarcerated in, a jail
facility, any person who has the power to arrest or to hold
any person in custody, or to any court officers and
attorneys to obtain or secure business;
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(I) failing to deliver to the defendant, and any person
providing collateral on the defendant’s behalf, prior to the
time the defendant is released from jail, a one-page
disclosure form which, at a minimum, must include:

(i) the amount of the bail;

(ii) the amount of the Professional Bondsman’s fee,
including bail bond premium, preparation fees, and credit
transaction fees;

(iii) the collateral that will be held by the Professional
Bondsman;

(iv) the defendant’s obligations to the Professional
Bondsman and the court;

(v) the conditions upon which the bond may be re-
voked;

(vi) any additional charges or interest that may accrue;

(vii) any co-signors or indemnitors that will be re-
quired; and

(viii) the conditions under which the bond may be
exonerated and the collateral returned;

(J) failing to provide the Pretrial Services Unit of the
First Judicial District the fully executed one-page disclo-
sure form required by Section 8(I) of this Regulation at
the time bond is posted;

(K) using a bail enforcement agent who has failed to
comply with any of the requirements of this Regulation;

(L) charging excessive fees or other unauthorized
charges;

(M) requiring unreasonable collateral as security;

(N) failing to provide an itemized statement of any and
all expenses deducted from collateral, if any;

(O) advising, requiring or suggesting that, as a condi-
tion of posting a bail bond by the Professional Bondsman,
a defendant engage the services of a particular law firm
or attorney;

(P) preparing or issuing a fraudulent or forged bail
bond, power of attorney or other document;

(Q) signing, executing, issuing or posting bail bonds by
an unlicensed person;

(R) knowingly violating, advising, encouraging, aiding,
abetting or assisting the violation of any applicable
statute, court order, rule or regulation;

(S) soliciting or procuring sexual favors as a condition
of obtaining, maintaining or exonerating a bail bond,
regardless of the identity of the person who performs such
favors; and

(T) providing legal advice or a legal opinion in any
form.

This Regulation is issued in accordance with
Pa.R.Crim.P. 536 and will become effective thirty (30)
days after the date of its publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. As required by Pa.R.Crim.P. 105, the original
Regulation will be filed with the Prothonotary in a Docket
maintained for General Court Regulations issued by the
First Judicial District of Pennsylvania, and copies will be
submitted to the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts, the Legislative Reference Bureau and the Crimi-
nal Procedural Rules Committee. Copies of the Regulation
will also be submitted to American Lawyer Media, The

Legal Intelligencer, Jenkins Memorial Law Library, and
the law library for the First Judicial District. The Regula-
tion will also be posted on the First Judicial District’s
website at http://courts.phila.gov.

C. DARNELL JONES, II,
President Judge,

Court of Common Pleas
LOUIS J. PRESENZA,

President Judge,
Municipal Court

JAMES J. FITZGERALD, III,
Administrative Judge, Trial Division,

Court of Common Pleas
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-651. Filed for public inspection April 21, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY
Bail Bonds Posted by Corporate Sureties and

Their Agents; Joint General Court Regulation
No. 2006-03

Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal Procedure 528(D)(5)
recognizes the surety bond of a surety company autho-
rized to do business in the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia as an acceptable form of security to satisfy the full
amount of the monetary condition of a defendant’s release
on bail. Rule 531 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal
Procedure permits, by local rule of court, additional
requirements to be imposed on surety companies ap-
proved by the court. This Regulation sets forth the
additional requirements imposed by the First Judicial
District on corporate sureties and their agents.

1. Applicability. This Regulation applies to any corpo-
rate surety and its agents seeking to post a bond in
satisfaction of the full amount of the monetary condition
of a defendant’s release on bail.

2. Definitions. For purposes of this Regulation:

(A) A ‘‘corporate surety’’ is any corporation, limited
liability corporation or partnership which engages in the
business of providing bail, providing or soliciting bail
undertakings, or providing or soliciting indemnity or
counter-indemnity to others on bail undertakings.

(B) A ‘‘bail enforcement agent’’ is an individual who
performs services or takes action for the purpose of
enforcing the terms and conditions of a defendant’s
release from custody on bail in a criminal proceeding,
including locating, apprehending and surrendering a de-
fendant released from custody on bail who has failed to
appear at a specified time and place pursuant to court
order. The term does not include police officers, sheriffs,
court officers or law enforcement personnel who execute
warrants of arrest for bail forfeitures pursuant to their
official duties.

3. Requirements.

(A) To become qualified to act as a corporate surety, or
agent thereof, with respect to the posting of bail bonds in
the First Judicial District, a corporate surety and its
agents must:

(1) present satisfactory proof that the corporate surety
is licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance
to do business in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania;
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(2) present satisfactory proof of the agency relationship
between the corporate surety and its agent(s). The execu-
tion of any bail bond by such agent(s) shall be a valid and
binding obligation of the corporate surety;

(3) present satisfactory proof that any agent designated
to act on behalf of the corporate surety is duly licensed by
the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance;

(4) present satisfactory proof that the corporate surety
maintains an office in Philadelphia County from which its
business is conducted, pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. § 5744, and
where service of notices may be made. Every corporate
surety shall keep at its office in Philadelphia County the
usual and customary records pertaining to transactions
authorized by its license and/or the license of any of its
agents, including, but not limited to, such records of bail
bonds executed or countersigned by the corporate surety
to enable the court to obtain all necessary information
concerning such bail bonds for at least 3 years after the
liability of the surety has been terminated. Such records
must be open at all times to examination, inspection, and
copying by the court or its representative, and the court
may at any time require the corporate surety to furnish
it, in such manner or form as the court requires, any
information concerning the bail bond business of the
corporate surety;

(5) certify that neither the corporate surety, nor its
employees or agents, have been convicted of any criminal
offense. The certification must be based on a criminal
history search conducted by the Pennsylvania State Police
for each employee or agent, and a copy of the search
results must be attached to the list of employees or
agents and certification submitted with the Petition re-
quired by Section 4 of this Regulation. Conviction of a
corporate surety, or any of its employees or agents, will
render the corporate surety ineligible to conduct business
in the First Judicial District;

(6) post with the Prothonotary as security the mini-
mum sum of $250,000 in United States currency or
unencumbered securities of the United States Govern-
ment, which will entitle the corporate surety to post bond
in the aggregate sum of $1,000,000, and by further
posting the sum required for each individual bond or
undertaking with the bail authority. Provided, however,
that the corporate surety must post additional security
with the Prothonotary in the event the corporate surety
intends to post bond in excess of $1,000,000. The addi-
tional security to be posted with the Prothonotary must
be in units of $250,000 which will entitle the corporate
surety to post bond in the additional sum of $1,000,000
per $250,000 unit;

(7) provide a financial statement certified by a Certi-
fied Public Accountant which verifies that the corporate
surety has sufficient assets to satisfy all bail obligations
undertaken by or on behalf of the corporate surety in the
First Judicial District and in other jurisdictions in which
the corporate surety conducts business. A current certified
statement must be filed with the Petition required in
Section 4 of this Regulation;

(8) certify that only the corporate surety, which is
approved by the President Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas upon Petition as provided in this Regulation, may
post bail for criminal defendants, in the name exactly as
it appears on the surety’s license, and not in the name of
any agent or other business entity;

(9) provide to the First Judicial District a schedule of
the fees to be charged criminal defendants for issuing the
bail bond. Such fees may not change unless notice is

given to the First Judicial District at least thirty days
prior to the effective date of the proposed revised fees;

(10) certify full compliance with the training and edu-
cation requirements set forth in Section 6 of this Regula-
tion;

(11) upon approval of the Petition required in Section 4
of this Regulation, register with the First Judicial District
and pay to the Prothonotary an initial registration fee of
$600, or such amount as may be established from time to
time by the Court Administrator of the First Judicial
District;

(12) certify that neither the corporate surety nor any
agent or employee of such surety, will represent itself,
directly or indirectly, as an employee or agent of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or First Judicial District.
The employees and agents of the corporate surety must
not wear clothing or present badges or any other form of
law enforcement credentials that create the impression of
employment of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the
First Judicial District or any of its units, including the
Pretrial Services Unit or the Warrant Unit of the First
Judicial District;

(13) fully comply with all laws, regulations, rules of
court and procedures as may be established from time to
time.

(B) To remain qualified to post bond in the First
Judicial District, the corporate surety and its agents
must:

(1) maintain compliance with the requirements speci-
fied in Section 3(A) of this Regulation;

(2) provide quarterly statements certified by the corpo-
rate surety that it is in compliance with the security
posting requirements specified in Section 3(A)(6) of this
Regulation;

(3) provide, on a quarterly basis, or as often as re-
quested by the Common Pleas Court President Judge,
Municipal Court President Judge and Administrative
Judge of the Trial Division, a financial statement certified
by a Certified Public Accountant which verifies that the
corporate surety has sufficient assets to satisfy all bail
obligations undertaken by the corporate surety and all
agents acting on its behalf in the First Judicial District
and in other jurisdictions in which the corporate surety
conducts business;

(4) satisfy in full any judgment entered against a
defendant, or the corporate surety, for a defendant’s
violation of a bail bond, within thirty (30) days of the
issuance of the judgment. In the event the corporate
surety fails to satisfy such judgment, the judgment will
be satisfied from the funds posted with the Prothonotary
pursuant to Section 3(A)(6) of this Regulation. In that
event, the corporate surety will be prohibited from post-
ing additional bail until such time as all judgments
entered against the corporate surety are satisfied in full;

(5) immediately notify, in writing, the Common Pleas
Court President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge
and Administrative Judge of the Trial Division if the
corporate surety, or any of its employees or agents, has
been charged with any criminal offense, or if its license or
the license of any of its agents has been revoked,
suspended or not renewed in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania or any other jurisdiction;

(6) not post bonds if the aggregate maximum amount
of unsettled and outstanding bail forfeitures, as deter-
mined by the Court Administrator of the First Judicial
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District, or the Court Administrator’s designee, equals or
exceeds $250,000. The Court Administrator of the First
Judicial District, or the Court Administrator’s designee,
shall promptly notify the Common Pleas Court President
Judge, Municipal Court President Judge, the Administra-
tive Judge of the Trial Division, the Municipal Court Bail
Commissioners, the Philadelphia District Attorney, and
the applicable bondsman of any corporate surety having
reached this maximum limit. Immediately upon notifica-
tion, no further bonds by the corporate surety are autho-
rized or acceptable for posting. When full financial settle-
ment has been made of the outstanding bail forfeitures,
the Court Administrator of the First Judicial District, or
the Court Administrator’s designee, shall promptly notify
the Common Pleas Court President Judge, Municipal
Court President Judge, the Administrative Judge of the
Trial Division, the Municipal Court Bail Commissioners,
the Philadelphia District Attorney, and the applicable
bondsman that posting of bonds by the corporate surety
may resume;

(7) not represent or identify itself, directly or indirectly,
as employees or agents of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania or First Judicial District. The employees and agents
of the corporate surety must not wear clothing or present
badges or any other form of law enforcement credentials
that create the impression of employment by the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, the First Judicial District or
any of its units, including the Pretrial Services Unit or
the Warrant Unit of the First Judicial District;

(8) certify continued full compliance with the training
and education requirements set forth in Section 6 of this
Regulation;

(9) annually renew their registration with the First
Judicial District, provide all certifications required by this
Regulation and pay to the Prothonotary an annual re-
newal registration fee of $600, or such amount as may be
established from time to time by the Court Administrator
of the First Judicial District;

(10) fully comply with all laws, regulations, rules of
court and procedures as may be established from time to
time.

4. Process to be Utilized in Seeking Approval as a
Corporate Surety. Any corporate surety which is licensed
by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance may seek
approval to post bail in the First Judicial District by
filing a Petition with the Prothonotary. The Petition must
provide the information, documents and certifications set
forth in Section 3(A) of this Regulation. Upon filing, the
Petition will be assigned to the Common Pleas Court
President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge and
Administrative Judge of the Trial Division for determina-
tion.

5. Opportunity to Be Heard. A corporate surety whose
Petition seeking approval to post bail in the First Judicial
District is denied will be provided an opportunity to be
heard and to contest the denial. Any corporate surety
seeking to contest the denial of its Petition for approval to
post bail in the First Judicial District must file a Petition
with the Prothonotary within thirty (30) days of the date
of denial of its initial Petition, and set forth the relief
requested and the factual basis therefor. Similarly, a
corporate surety which has received approval to post bail
in the First Judicial District as provided in this Regula-
tion, but which has been prohibited from posting addi-
tional bail, or is otherwise ineligible to post bail in the
First Judicial District, will be provided an opportunity to
be heard. Any corporate surety seeking to contest its

prohibition from posting additional bail in the First
Judicial District, or any other ineligibility subsequent to
its initial approval hereunder, must file a Petition with
the Prothonotary within thirty (30) days of the date of the
prohibition or determination of ineligibility, and set forth
the relief requested and the factual basis therefor.

6. Training and Continuing Education.
(A) To register as a corporate surety desiring to post

bail in the First Judicial District, the corporate surety
must certify that all employees and agents who will write
any bail on its behalf in the First Judicial District
complete not less than thirty (30) hours of education in
subjects pertinent to the duties and responsibilities of
corporate sureties, including, but not limited to, all laws
and regulations relating thereto, the criminal justice
system, rights of the accused, bail bond industry ethics,
prohibited conduct and apprehension of bail fugitives.
Additionally, a corporate surety desiring to post bail in
the First Judicial District must certify that all employees
and agents who will write any bail on its behalf in the
First Judicial District have satisfactorily completed not
less than eight (8) hours of continuing education in these
subjects during the year preceding any renewal of its
registration in the First Judicial District.

(B)(1) If a corporate surety, or any of its agents or
employees, uses the services of a bail enforcement agent,
the corporate surety must receive from such bail enforce-
ment agent, prior to the corporate surety’s utilization of
such services, proof that the bail enforcement agent has
satisfactorily completed a basic course of training and the
continuing education requirements set forth below.

(2) The basic course of training must consist of at least
forty-five (45) hours of training which includes instruction
in:

(a) The following areas of the law:
(i) Constitutional law;
(ii) Procedures for arresting defendants and surrender-

ing defendants into custody;
(iii) Civil liability;

(iv) The civil rights of persons who are detained in
custody;

(v) The use of force; and

(vi) The history and principles of bail;

(b) Procedures for field operations, including, without
limitation:

(i) Safety and survival techniques;

(ii) Searching buildings;

(iii) Handling persons who are mentally ill or under
the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and

(iv) The care and custody of prisoners;

(c) The skills required of bail enforcement agents,
including, without limitation:

(i) Writing reports, completing forms and procedures
for exoneration;

(ii) Methods of arrest;

(iii) Nonlethal weapons;

(iv) Qualifications for the use of firearms; and

(v) Defensive tactics;

(d) Principles of investigation, including, without limi-
tation:
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(i) The basic principles of locating defendants who have
not complied with the terms and conditions established
by a court for their release from custody or the terms and
conditions of a contract entered into with a surety; and

(ii) Ethics; and

(e) The following subjects:

(i) Courtroom demeanor;

(ii) Emergency first aid; and

(iii) Cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

(3) Additionally, a bail enforcement agent must satis-
factorily complete not less than twelve (12) hours of
continuing education in the above-specified subjects
within the year prior to the utilization of his or her
services by the corporate surety or its agents.

(C) All such training and education shall be provided
by individuals or entities acceptable to the Common Pleas
Court President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge
and Administrative Judge of the Trial Division.

7. Bail Piece Procedure. Whenever a bail piece is issued
pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 536 and the defendant is appre-
hended by or on behalf of the corporate surety or its
agents, the defendant must be brought to such office or
before such person as the First Judicial District may from
time to time designate.

8. Prohibited Conduct. A corporate surety and its
agents may not engage in prohibited conduct, which
includes the violation of any applicable statute, rule,
order or regulation, or the commission of any of the
following acts by corporate sureties and/or their agents:

(A) having a license as a corporate surety, or agent
thereof, revoked in this or any other state;

(B) being involved in any transaction which shows
unfitness to act in a fiduciary capacity or a failure to
maintain the standards of fairness and honesty required
of a fiduciary;

(C) having any judgment entered which would reduce
the surety’s net worth below the minimum required for
licensure;

(D) being convicted of any criminal offense;

(E) failing to promptly advise the Common Pleas Court
President Judge, Municipal Court President Judge, Ad-
ministrative Judge of the Trial Division and Court Ad-
ministrator of the First Judicial District of any change in
circumstances which would materially affect any of the
statements, information or certifications required by this
Regulation;

(F) using an unregistered agent to post bail or provide
any bail undertaking on behalf of the corporate surety;

(G) using an individual or entity not contracted and
appointed by the corporate surety to post bail or provide
bail undertaking on behalf of the corporate surety;

(H) signing, executing or issuing bonds by a person or
entity which is not registered as an agent of the corporate
surety and/or for which there is no satisfactory proof of an
agency relationship with the corporate surety;

(I) executing a bond without the appropriate counter
signature by a licensed and/or authorized agent at time of
issue;

(J) failing to account for or pay any premiums held in a
fiduciary capacity;

(K) misstating or misrepresenting any material fact in
the initial Petition required by this Regulation, or in any
of the statements, information or certifications required
by this Regulation;

(L) failing to preserve, and to retain separately, any
collateral obtained as security on any bond;

(M) failing to return collateral taken as security on any
bond to the depositor of such collateral, or the depositor’s
designee, within ten (10) business days of having been
notified of the exoneration of the bond and upon payment
of all fees owed to the corporate surety, whichever is
later;

(N) offering or providing any consideration or gratuity
to any person employed by, or incarcerated in, a jail
facility, any person who has the power to arrest or to hold
any person in custody, or to any court officers and
attorneys to obtain or secure business;

(O) failing to deliver to the defendant, and any person
providing collateral on the defendant’s behalf, prior to the
time the defendant is released from jail, a one-page
disclosure form which, at a minimum, must include:

(i) the amount of the bail;

(ii) the amount of the surety’s fee, including bail bond
premium, preparation fees, and credit transaction fees;

(iii) the collateral that will be held by the surety;

(iv) the defendant’s obligations to the surety and the
court;

(v) the conditions upon which the bond may be re-
voked;

(vi) any additional charges or interest that may accrue;

(vii) any co-signors or indemnitors that will be re-
quired; and

(viii) the conditions under which the bond may be
exonerated and the collateral returned;

(P) failing to provide the Pretrial Services Unit of the
First Judicial District the fully executed one-page disclo-
sure form required by Section 8(O) of this Regulation at
the time bond is posted;

(Q) using a bail enforcement agent who has failed to
comply with any of the requirements of this Regulation;

(R) charging excessive fees or other unauthorized
charges;

(S) requiring unreasonable collateral as security;

(T) failing to provide an itemized statement of any and
all expenses deducted from collateral, if any;

(U) advising, requiring or suggesting that, as a condi-
tion of posting a bail bond by a corporate surety, a
defendant engage the services of a particular law firm or
attorney;

(V) preparing or issuing a fraudulent or forged bail
bond, power of attorney or other document;

(W) signing, executing, issuing or posting bail bonds by
an unlicensed person;

(X) knowingly violating, advising, encouraging, aiding,
abetting or assisting the violation of any applicable
statute, court order, rule or regulation;

(Y) soliciting or procuring sexual favors as a condition
of obtaining, maintaining or exonerating a bail bond,
regardless of the identity of the person who performs such
favors; and
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(Z) providing legal advice or a legal opinion in any
form.

This Regulation is issued in accordance with
Pa.R.Crim.P. 536 and will become effective thirty (30)
days after the date of its publication in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. As required by Pa.R.Crim.P. 105, the original
Regulation will be filed with the Prothonotary in a Docket
maintained for General Court Regulations issued by the
First Judicial District of Pennsylvania, and copies will be
submitted to the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts, the Legislative Reference Bureau and the Crimi-
nal Procedural Rules Committee. Copies of the Regulation
will also be submitted to American Lawyer Media, The
Legal Intelligencer, Jenkins Memorial Law Library, and
the law library for the First Judicial District. The Regula-
tion will also be posted on the First Judicial District’s
website at http://courts.phila.gov.

C. DARNELL JONES, II,
President Judge,

Court of Common Pleas
LOUIS J. PRESENZA,

President Judge,
Municipal Court

JAMES J. FITZGERALD, III,
Administrative Judge, Trial Division,

Court of Common Pleas
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-652. Filed for public inspection April 21, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL
COURT RULES

FRANKLIN AND FULTON COUNTIES
Adoption of Local Criminal Rule 39—703(d); CB-

28-AD-1-2006

Order of Court

April 6, 2006, the following Criminal Action Rule is
adopted for the Court of Common pleas of the 39th
Judicial District of Pennsylvania, Franklin County
Branch: Rule 39-703(d), to be effective thirty (30) days
after publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

By the Court
JOHN R. WALKER,

President Judge

Rule 39—703(d) Distribution of Pre-Sentence Re-
ports on Offenders Participating in the Day Re-
porting Program

The Franklin County Adult Probation Department may
release a copy of the Pre-Sentence Report prepared on
offenders required to participate in and successfully com-
plete the Franklin County Day Reporting Program oper-
ated by Behavioral Interventions, that the report shall be
made available to the Franklin County Day Reporting
Center upon the admission of the offender to the pro-
gram, that the Pre-Sentence Report shall be used by the
staff of the Franklin County Day Reporting Center as an
informational tool in assessing the offender’s risks/needs

to determine appropriate treatment programming, that
the Pre-Sentence Report contains information which may
also be controlled by State and Federal Confidentiality
statutes and any information contained therein shall not
be copied, released to, shared with, re-released or other-
wise disseminated to the offender, researchers, attorneys,
or any other individual, program or entity, and that upon
discharge from or completion of the Franklin County Day
Reporting Program the Pre-Sentence Report shall be
returned immediately to the Franklin County Adult Pro-
bation Department.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-653. Filed for public inspection April 21, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF
THE SUPREME COURT

Notice of Suspension

Notice is hereby given that Francine S. Gritz, a/k/a
Francine R. Solomon, having been suspended from the
practice of law in the State of Delaware for a period of
three years by Opinion and Order of the Supreme Court
of Delaware decided October 26, 2005, the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania issued an Order dated April 7, 2006
suspending Francine S. Gritz, a/k/a Francine R. Solomon,
from the practice of law in this Commonwealth for a
period of three years, to run concurrent with the suspen-
sion imposed by this Court on September 26, 2005. In
accordance with Rule 217(f), Pa.R.D.E., since this for-
merly admitted attorney resides outside the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, this notice is published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin.

ELAINE M. BIXLER,
Secretary

The Disciplinary Board of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-654. Filed for public inspection April 21, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]

Notice of Suspension

Notice is hereby given that Scott J. Wood having been
suspended from the practice of law in the State of New
Jersey for a period of three months by Order of the
Supreme Court of New Jersey dated July 21, 2005, the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania issued an Order dated
April 7, 2006 suspending Scott J. Wood from the practice
of law in this Commonwealth for a period of three
months, effective May 7, 2006. In accordance with Rule
217(f), Pa.R.D.E., since this formerly admitted attorney
resides outside the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, this
notice is published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

ELAINE M. BIXLER,
Secretary

The Disciplinary Board of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 06-655. Filed for public inspection April 21, 2006, 9:00 a.m.]
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