
THE COURTS
Title 231—RULES OF
CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART II. ORPHANS’ COURT RULES
[ 231 PA. CODE PART II ]

Order Amending Rules 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.5, 2.7, 3.5,
3.7, 4.3, 4.6, 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 7.1, 10.1, 10.5 and the
Index of the Appendix of the Pennsylvania Or-
phans’ Court Rules, and Rescinding and Replac-
ing Forms OC-01 through OC-05 and RW-03
through RW-10; No. 808 Supreme Court Rules
Doc.

Order
Per Curiam

And Now, this 31st day of October, 2019, upon the
recommendation of the Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules
Committee; the proposal in part having been published
for public comment at 48 Pa.B. 486 (January 20, 2018),
48 Pa.B. 728 (February 3, 2018), 48 Pa.B. 1271 (March 3,
2018), and 48 Pa.B. 3571 (June 16, 2018):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania that:

1) Rules 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.5, 2.7, 3.5, 3.7, 4.3, 4.6, 5.1, 5.3,
5.4, 7.1, 10.1, 10.5 and the Index to Appendix of the
Pennsylvania Orphans’ Court Rules are amended; and

2) Forms OC-01 through OC-05 and RW-03 through
RW-10 are rescinded and replaced

in the following form. This Order shall be processed in
accordance with Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and shall be effec-
tive on January 1, 2020.

Annex A
TITLE 231. RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

PART II. ORPHANS’ COURT RULES
CHAPTER I. PRELIMINARY RULES

Rule 1.7. Entry and Withdrawal of Counsel.
(a) Appearance. Any counsel appearing before the court

or the Register shall enter a written appearance by any
one of the following means:

(1) filing an entry of appearance with the clerk or the
Register;

(2) signing a legal paper that is filed with the clerk or
the Register; or

(3) as prescribed by local rule, which may include
submitting an appearance slip to the court, entering
counsel’s information when a legal paper is filed, or
signing a cover sheet.

(b) Withdrawal. Counsel who has entered an appear-
ance before the court as provided in subparagraph (a)
shall not be permitted to withdraw without filing a
petition to withdraw and obtaining the court’s leave,
unless co-counsel, if any, will continue representing the
party or there is a simultaneous entry of appearance by
other counsel that will not delay the litigation.

Note: Rule 1.7 has no counterpart in former Orphans’
Court Rules, but is based upon many local rules of
similar import.

Explanatory Comment: Admission pro hac vice in
accordance with Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 301
shall proceed by request, the disposition and content of
which shall conform to the requirements of Pennsylvania
Rule of Civil Procedure No. 1012.1.

This rule does not address the procedure for
withdrawal of counsel who has entered an appear-
ance before the Register. Withdrawal of counsel
before the Register shall be in accordance with
local rule or at the discretion of the Register.
Rule 1.8. Forms.

(a) The forms approved by the Supreme Court for
statewide practice and procedure before the Registers and
courts shall be used exclusively and accepted for filing
by all Registers and clerks; provided, however, ver-
sions of a Supreme Court-approved form shall be
acceptable for filing if identical in content and
sequential ordering. [ Where a Supreme Court-
approved form exists, no other form shall be al-
lowed or required by local rule or practice. ]

(b) The forms approved by the Supreme Court for
statewide practice are set forth in an Appendix to these
Rules. The forms may be revised and supplemented from
time to time. The forms shall also be maintained for
public access at the official website of the Administrative
Office of Pennsylvania Courts.

(c) A court may require a legal paper to be accompa-
nied by a cover sheet or checklist. A court that imposes
such requirements must promulgate a local rule, num-
bered Local Rule 1.8(c), stating the requirements and
setting forth the form of the cover sheet or checklist.

Note: Rule 1.8 is substantively similar to former Rule
1.3, but with some modifications.

Explanatory Comment: [ Rule 1.8 has been modi-
fied from former Rule 1.3 by now mandating the
exclusive use of statewide forms promulgated by
the Supreme Court. Previously, forms approved or
mandated for use pursuant to local rule could be
accepted by the local register and clerk so long as
the local register and clerk also permitted and
accepted forms promulgated by the Supreme Court.
Now, if the Supreme Court has promulgated or
approved a form for use before the register or
clerk, then such form is the only one that may be
used by the applicant or petitioner and is the only
one that can be accepted by the local register or
clerk. ] The [ mandatory ] statewide forms are set forth
in the Appendix attached hereto. The current website for
electronic access to the forms is found at www.pacourts.us/
forms under the For-the-Public category. The forms posted
on the website are capable of on-line completion.

In 2019, Rule 1.8 was revised to permit versions of
Supreme Court forms to be accepted for filing,
provided the replication was identical in content.
This revision was intended to permit forms to differ
stylistically as to format if content requirements do
not differ. This revision was not intended to permit
the re-ordering of content required by a form.

CHAPTER II. ACCOUNTS, OBJECTIONS AND
DISTRIBUTIONS

Rule 2.1. Form of Account.

* * * * *

6804

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN, VOL. 49, NO. 46, NOVEMBER 16, 2019



(b) As illustrated in the Model Accounts, Accounts shall
conform to the following rules:

(1) The dates of all receipts, disbursements and distri-
butions, the sources of the receipts, and the persons to
whom disbursements and distributions are made and the
purpose thereof shall be stated. When a number of
payments have been received from the same source or
disbursed or distributed to the same recipient for the
same purpose over a period of time, such receipts,
disbursements or distributions need not be itemized, but
may be stated in total amounts only, with beginning and
ending dates within the period covered.

(2) Except where otherwise provided by an order of the
court in a particular matter, principal and income shall
be accounted for separately within the Account.

(3) Assets held by the accountant on the closing date of
the Account shall be separately itemized.

(4) Every Account shall contain:
(i) a cover page;
(ii) a summary page with page references;
(iii) separate schedules, as needed, which set forth

receipts, gains or losses on sales or other dispositions,
disbursements, distributions, investments made, changes
in holdings, and other schedules as appropriate; and

(iv) signature [ and verification ] pages signed by all
the accountants stating the Account and verified by at
least one of the accountants. The verification of a per-
sonal representative’s Account shall contain a statement
that the Grant of Letters and the first complete advertise-
ment thereof occurred more than four months before the
filing of the Account, unless the personal representative
has been directed by the court to file an Account prior to
that time.

* * * * *
Rule 2.5. Notice of Account Filing.

(a) No Account shall be confirmed or statement of
proposed distribution approved unless the accountant has
given written notice of the filing of the Account as
provided in subparagraph (d) of this Rule to the following,
as applicable:

(1) every unpaid claimant who has given written notice
of his or her claim to the accountant or who has
performed any action that is the equivalent of giving
written notice as provided in 20 Pa.C.S. §§ 3384 or 7755;

(2) any other individual or entity with an asserted
claim known to the accountant that is not shown in either
the Account or the petition for adjudication/statement of
proposed distribution as being either paid in full or to be
paid in full;

(3) any other individual or entity known to the accoun-
tant to have or claim an interest in the estate or trust as
a beneficiary, heir, or next of kin, except for those legatees
or claimants whose legacies or claims have been satisfied
in full as reflected in the Account or will be satisfied in
full as proposed in the petition for adjudication/statement
of proposed distribution; [ and ]

(4) [ For ] for an Account where a charitable interest
is involved, refer to Rule 4.4[ . ]; and

(5) to each co-fiduciary who does not join in the
statement of Account.

(b) Notice to an individual or entity shall be given in
accordance with Rule 4.2; provided, however, that if the

individual or entity is represented by counsel who has
entered his or her appearance in accordance with Rule
1.7(a), notice shall be given to counsel and the individual
or entity.

(c) If the proposed distribution is to an estate having a
charitable interest or to a trust, and a charity is a
‘‘qualified beneficiary,’’ as defined in 20 Pa.C.S. § 7703, of
that [ recipient estate or ] trust, then notice shall be
given to the Attorney General on behalf of the charitable
beneficiary. If the proposed distribution is to an estate or
trust and any one of the accountants stating the Account
is a personal representative or a trustee of the recipient
estate or trust, then notice shall also be given to the
beneficiaries of the estate or trust, to the extent known.

(d) Written notice, as provided in subparagraph (a) of
this Rule, shall be mailed at least 20 days prior to the
audit in those counties having a separate Orphans’ Court
Division or 20 days prior to the date by which objections
must be filed in all other counties, and the written notice
shall state the date of the audit or the date by which
objections must be filed, and the time and place of the
audit, if one is to be held, to the extent then known. A
party residing outside of the United States shall
have 60 days, rather than 20 days, within which to
file an objection. If an audit is to be held and the date,
time, and place of the audit is not known at the time the
notice is mailed, the notice shall state that the date,
time, and place of the audit will be provided upon
request. A copy of the Account, petition for adjudication/
statement of proposed distribution, and any legal paper
filed therewith shall be sent with the notice, unless the
recipient of the notice is a trust beneficiary who is not a
‘‘qualified beneficiary’’ as defined in 20 Pa.C.S. § 7703, or
unless the court orders otherwise in a particular matter.

* * * * *

Note: Although substantially modified, Rule 2.5 is de-
rived from former Rule 6.3.

Explanatory Comment: Pursuant to the cross-
references to 20 Pa.C.S. §§ 3384 and 7755, notice of the
claim given to accountant’s counsel of record is notice to
the accountant. See 20 Pa.C.S. § 3384(b)(4). If the court
is inclined not to agree with accountant’s position, inter-
pretation or proposed disbursements and distribution,
best practice would be for the court to direct the accoun-
tant to notify the interested parties of the court’s position
and what additional action must be taken by any inter-
ested party who objects to the court’s position.

It is permissible for a party to waive the written
notice required by this Rule.

Rule 2.7. Objections to Accounts or Petitions for
Adjudication/Statements of Proposed Distribu-
tion.

(a) Objections to an Account and/or a petition for
adjudication/statement of proposed distribution shall be
filed with the clerk on or before the time and date of the
audit in those counties holding an audit, and by a
specified date in all other counties, with a copy [ sent by
first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, to ]
served on the accountant or the accountant’s counsel, if
represented, and to each interested party and claimant
who received the notice pursuant to Rule 2.5, to the
extent known, pursuant to Rule 4.3.

* * * * *

THE COURTS 6805

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN, VOL. 49, NO. 46, NOVEMBER 16, 2019



CHAPTER III. PETITION PRACTICE AND
PLEADING

Part A. Petition Practice
Rule 3.5. Mode of Proceeding on Petition.

* * * * *

Note: Subparagraphs (a) and (b) of Rule 3.5 are de-
rived from former Rule 3.5. The final sentence of subpara-
graph (a)(2) is identical to former Rule 3.7(h)(1); it merely
has been relocated to this section. [ Subparagraphs (c)
and (d) ] Subparagraph (c) of this Rule [ have ] has
no counterpart in former Orphans’ Court Rules.

* * * * *

Part B. Responsive Pleadings

Rule 3.7. Time for Filing and Service of Responsive
Pleadings.

* * * * *

(b) A copy of the responsive pleading shall be [ sent
to ] served on the petitioner or his or her counsel, if
represented, and all interested parties identified in the
petition or counsel representing an interested party if so
identified in the petition or in a subsequent pleading[ . A
certificate of service, listing the names and ad-
dresses of those individuals and entities receiving a
copy of the responsive pleading shall be appended
to, or filed contemporaneously with, the responsive
pleading ] pursuant to Rule 4.3.

* * * * *

CHAPTER IV. FORMAT AND SERVICE OF
LEGAL PAPER BY PARTIES AND COURT;

ELECTRONIC FILING

Rule 4.3. Service of Legal Paper Other than Cita-
tions or Notices.

* * * * *

(e) Service by mail is complete upon mailing, and
service by facsimile is complete when transmission is
confirmed. Electronic service is complete when the legal
paper is sent to the recipient’s email address, or when the
recipient is notified by email that a legal paper affecting
the recipient has been filed and is available for review on
the court’s website.

(f) A certificate of service shall be attached to any
legal paper filed or served pursuant to this Rule,
setting forth the manner of service and listing the
names and addresses of those individuals and enti-
ties served with the legal paper.

Note: Most of Rule 4.4 has no counterpart in former
Orphans’ Court Rules, but is based on Pa.R.C.P. No. 440
with modifications. Subparagraph (d) of this Rule is
identical to former Rule 3.7(h)(2); it merely has been
reformatted and relocated to this Chapter IV.

Explanatory Comment: The Notes and Explanatory
Comment appearing after Pa.R.C.P. No. 440 are fully
incorporated by reference herein. Service of legal papers
as provided in Rule 4.3 can occur even if the local judicial
district has not implemented electronic filing.

Rule 4.6. Notice of the Date of Entry of an Adjudi-
cation or Court Order on the Docket.

(a) The clerk shall immediately give written notice of
the entry of an adjudication or court order in a particular
matter to each interested party’s counsel of record or, if

unrepresented, to each interested party. The notice shall
include a copy of the adjudication or court order.

(b) The clerk shall note in the docket the date when
notice was given to the interested party or to his or her
counsel under subparagraph (a) of this Rule.

Note: Rule 4.6 has no counterpart in former Orphans’
Court Rule, but is derived from Pa.R.C.P. No. 236.

CHAPTER V. RULES GOVERNING SPECIFIC
TYPES OF PETITIONS

Rule 5.1. Declaratory Judgment.

(a) Commencement of Action. An action for declaratory
judgment shall be commenced by petition [ and cita-
tion ] pursuant to Rule 3.5 directed to the interested
parties.

* * * * *

Note: Rule 5.1 has no counterpart in former Orphans’
Court Rules, but is based upon Philadelphia Local Rule
1.2.P.

Explanatory Comment: See Rule 3.5(a) for the
necessity of using a citation.

Rule 5.3. Intestate Share to Surviving Spouse from
Real Estate.

(a) Contents of Petition. When no Account is filed and
all or part of the spouse’s intestate share under 20
Pa.C.S. § 2102 is claimed from real estate, the claim
shall be presented by petition, which shall conform to the
requirements provided by the Rules in Chapter III, and
shall set forth the following:

(1) facts establishing a prima facie right of the spouse
to the statutory intestate share;

(2) a description of the property claimed; and

(3) if the [ exemption ] share is claimed from real
estate and a valuation has not been agreed upon by all
interested parties, the nomination of two appraisers for
appointment by the court to appraise the same.

* * * * *

Rule 5.4. Revocation, [ Vacating ] Vacation or Exten-
sion of Time for Filing of Surviving Spouse’s Election.

(a) Contents of Petition. In addition to the requirements
provided by the Rules in Chapter III, a petition to revoke
or vacate an election of a surviving spouse to take against
the will and other conveyances of the decedent shall set
forth the following:

(1) the date of the decedent’s death, whether a will has
been probated and, if so, a reference to the place and date
of probate;

(2) the name and capacity of the fiduciary of the
decedent’s estate, if any, and a reference to the record of
his appointment;

(3) the name, address and relationship, if known, of the
other interested parties and the nature and the extent of
each of their interests;

(4) the names of the interested parties who have
consented to the revocation or [ vacating ] vacation of
the election and the names of those who have not
consented;

(5) a description and valuation of the decedent’s real
and personal property affected by the election;
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(6) the date and manner of executing the election
desired to be revoked or vacated and whether the same
has been recorded, registered or filed, and if so, the date
and place thereof;

(7) whether the surviving spouse has made or executed
and delivered at any place an election contrary to that
desired to be revoked or vacated, and whether that
election has been recorded, registered or filed, and if so,
the date and place thereof;

(8) the facts relied upon to justify the revocation or
[ vacating ] vacation of the election; and

(9) a request for a citation upon the interested parties
who have not joined in the petition or who have not
consented thereto to show cause why the election should
not be revoked or vacated.

* * * * *
CHAPTER VII. RULES RELATING TO

PRE-HEARING AND HEARING PROCEDURE
Rule 7.1. Depositions, Discovery, Production of Docu-

ments [ and ], Perpetuation of Testimony, and Sub-
poenas to Attend and Testify.
The court, by local rule or order in a particular matter,

may prescribe the practice relating to depositions, discov-
ery, production of documents [ and ], perpetuation of
testimony, and subpoenas to attend and testify. To
the extent not provided for by local rule or an order
governing a particular matter, the practice relating to
depositions, discovery, production of documents [ and ],
perpetuation of testimony, and subpoenas to attend
and testify shall conform to the practice in the Trial or
Civil Division of the local Court of Common Pleas.

Note: Rule 7.1 is [ identical to ] derived from for-
mer Rule 3.6.

CHAPTER X. REGISTER OF WILLS
Rule 10.1. Forms.

[ The forms approved by the Supreme Court for
statewide practice before the Register as set forth

in the Appendix shall be used. No other forms shall
be allowed or required by local rule or practice in
such instances. ] The forms approved by the Su-
preme Court for statewide practice before the Reg-
ister as set forth in the Appendix shall be used
exclusively and accepted for filing by all Registers;
provided, however, versions of a Supreme Court-
approved form shall be acceptable for filing if
identical in content and sequential ordering.

Note: Rule 10.1 is new, but is derived from former Rule
10.1.

Explanatory Comment: [ Rule 10.1 has been modi-
fied from former Rule 10.1 by now mandating the
exclusive use of statewide forms promulgated by
the Supreme Court. ] In 2019, Rule 10.1 was revised
to permit versions of Supreme Court forms to be
accepted for filing provided the replication was
identical in content. This revision was intended to
permit forms to differ stylistically as to format if
content requirements do not differ. This revision
was not intended to permit the re-ordering of
content required by a form. See Rule 1.8.
Rule 10.5. Notice to Beneficiaries and Intestate

Heirs.
(a) Within three (3) months after the grant of letters,

the personal representative to whom original letters have
been granted or the personal representative’s counsel
shall send a written notice of estate administration in the
form approved by the Supreme Court to:

(1) every person, corporation, association, entity or
other party named in decedent’s will as [ an outright ] a
beneficiary, whether individually or as a class member;

* * * * *

(8) the [ trustee ] fiduciary of any estate or trust
which is a beneficiary or, if the personal representa-
tive is a fiduciary of such estate or trust, then the
beneficiaries of such estate or trust; and

* * * * *

INDEX TO APPENDIX

ORPHANS’ COURT AND REGISTER OF WILLS FORMS
ADOPTED BY SUPREME COURT
PURSUANT TO Pa. O.C. Rule 1.8

Available as Fill-in Forms on Website
of Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts

http://www.pacourts.us/forms/for-the-public/orphans-court-forms

Orphans’ Court and Administration Forms

A. Audit and Administration Forms

1. Decedent’s Estate: Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution Pursuant to
Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-01

2. Trust: Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution Pursuant to Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . OC-02

3. Guardianship of Incapacitated Person: Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution
Pursuant to Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-03

4. Guardianship of Minor: Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution Pursuant to
Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-04

5. Principal’s Estate (Under Power of Attorney): Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution
Pursuant to Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-05

6. Notice of Charitable Gift (In Accordance with Pa. O.C. Rule 4.4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-06

7. Notice of Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-07
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B. Guardianship Forms
1. Important Notice—Citation with Notice (Pa. O.C. Rule 14.2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-01
2. Report of Guardian of the Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-02
3. Report of Guardian of the Person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-03
4. Guardian’s Inventory for a Minor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-04
5. Guardian’s Inventory for an Incapacitated Person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-05
6. Guardianship of Incapacitated Person: Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution

Pursuant to Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-03*
7. Guardianship of Minor: Petition for Adjudication/Statement of Proposed Distribution Pursuant to

Pa. O.C. Rule 2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC-04**
8. Expert Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-06
9. Notice of Filing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-07

C. Abortion Control Act Forms
1. Minor’s Application for Judicial Authorization of an Abortion (Pa. O.C. Rule 16.10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ACA-01
2. Confidential Unsworn Verification by a Minor (Pa. O.C. Rule 16.10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ACA-02

D. Register of Wills Forms

1. Estate Information Sheet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . [ RW-01 ] ***
[ (Not adopted by Supreme Court; form promulgated by Department of Revenue and maintained
with Register of Wills forms for convenience) ]
2. Petition for Grant of Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-02
3. Oath of Subscribing Witness(es). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-03
4. Oath of Non-subscribing Witness(es) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-04
5. Oath of Witness(es) to Will Executed by Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-05
6. Renunciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-06
7. Notice of Estate Administration Pursuant to Pa. O.C. Rule 10.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-07
8. Certification of Notice under Pa. O.C. Rule 10.5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-08
9. Inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-09
10. Pa. O.C. Rule 10.6 Status Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RW-10

E. Model Forms of Account
1. National Fiduciary Accounting Standards Project—1983 Report of Fiduciary Accounting Standards Committee
2. Model Estate Account
3. Model Trust Account
4. Model Charitable Remainder Unitrust Account

F. Adoption Forms

1. Notice of Orphans’ Court Proceedings to be Filed With Clerk in Dependency Proceeding by Solicitor of County
Agency (Pa. O.C. Rule 15.6(b))

a. Praecipe to Clerk in Dependency Proceeding of Filing of a Petition to Terminate Parental Rights, Confirm Consent,
or Adopt

b. Praecipe to Clerk in Dependency Proceeding of Entry of Decision Disposing of Petition

c. Praecipe to Clerk in Dependency Proceeding of Filing of Notice of Appeal

d. Praecipe to Clerk in Dependency Proceeding of Entry of Decision Disposing of Appeal

2. Foreign Adoption Forms

a. Form for Registration of Foreign Adoption Decree (Pa. O.C. Rule 15.8), including Instructions for Filing Petition,
Petition to Register Foreign Adoption Decree, and Proposed Final Decrees

b. Form Petition for Adoption of a Foreign Born Child (Pa. O.C. 15.9), including the Petition for Adoption of a Foreign
Born Child, Report of the Intermediary, Verification of Translator, Preliminary Decree, and Final Decree

* Form OC-3 is not reprinted here and is located under Audit and Administration Forms at No. 3.

** Form OC-4 is not reprinted here and is located under Audit and Administration Forms at No. 4.

*** The Estate Information Sheet is not a form adopted by the Supreme Court. It is available on the
Department of Revenue website (www.revenue.pa.gov), and is no longer maintained with the Register of
Wills Forms.
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ORPHANS’ COURT PROCEDURAL RULES
COMMITTEE REPORT

Amendment of Pa. O.C. Rules 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.5, 2.7,
3.5, 3.7, 4.3, 4.6, 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 7.1, 10.1, and 10.5,

Amendment of the Index to the Appendix of Forms,
and Rescission and Replacement of Forms OC-01

through OC-05 and RW-03 through RW-10
In 2015, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania adopted a

substantial rewrite of the Orphans’ Court Rules with the
rescission and replacement of Rules 1.1 through 13.3 and
Rule 17, and amendment of Rules 14.1 through 16.12.1
Following the implementation of the rewritten Rules in
2016, members of the bench, bar, and members of the
Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules Committee (‘‘Commit-
tee’’) shared comments and suggestions to refine further
the Rules and Forms. The Committee reviewed these
comments and suggestions, and, when necessitating more
than a perfunctory change, published proposed amend-
ments for public comment. See 48 Pa.B. 3571 (June 16,
2018); 48 Pa.B. 1271 (March 3, 2018); 48 Pa.B. 728
(February 3, 2018); 48 Pa.B. 486 (January 20, 2018). The
Committee made a recommendation to the Court, and the
following Rule changes were made:

Rule 1.7: An Explanatory Comment was added to Rule
1.7 to clarify that the Rule does not address procedures
for withdrawal of counsel before the Register of Wills, and
that withdrawal of counsel before the Register shall be in
accordance with local rule or at the discretion of the
Register.

Rules 1.8 and 10.1: Rules 1.8 and 10.1 were amended
to eliminate non-substantive variations in style and for-
mat as the sole basis for rejection of an otherwise
compliant filing. Forms may differ stylistically from the
Supreme Court-approved forms but must be identical as
to content and ordering.

Rule 2.1: Rule 2.1(b)(4)(iv) sets forth the requirements
for signature and verification pages, and currently re-
quires the ‘‘signature and verification pages signed by all
the accountants stating the Account and verified by at
least one of the accountants.’’ The Rule was amended to
delete ‘‘and verification’’ from that phrase so it is not
inconsistent with the remainder of the sentence, which
only requires verification ‘‘by at least one of the accoun-
tants.’’

Rule 2.5: Rule 2.5(a) was amended to establish that
notice of the filing of the Account must also be provided to
each co-fiduciary who does not join in the statement of
Account. Rule 2.5(c) was amended to clarify that the
reference to a ‘‘qualified beneficiary’’ in that Rule only
applies to a distribution made to a trust. The phrase
‘‘having a charitable interest’’ was added to Rule 2.5(c) to
describe more accurately an estate under this Rule. Rule
2.5(d) was amended to provide that a party residing
outside the United States has 60 days, rather than 20
days, in which to file an objection. Rule 2.5(d) was
amended to clarify the ‘‘time and place’’ of the audit in
Rule 2.5(d) by adding the word ‘‘date’’ to that phrase.
Finally, the Explanatory Comment to Rule 2.5 was
amended to explain that it is permissible for a party to
waive the written notice required by the Rule.

Rules 2.7 and 3.7: These rules were amended to delete
mailing requirements and to add a cross-reference to the
service requirements set forth in Rule 4.3.

Rule 3.5: The Note to Rule 3.5 was amended to elimi-
nate the reference to subparagraph (d) of the Rule, which
was deleted in the 2015 rewrite. The Committee did not

publish this proposed amendment for public comment as
it is of a typographical or perfunctory nature.

Rule 4.3: New subparagraph (f) was added to Rule 4.3
to establish a general requirement to attach a certificate
of service to any legal paper filed or served pursuant to
this Rule.

Rule 4.6: The term ‘‘party’’ as used in Rule 4.6 was
deleted and replaced with the defined term ‘‘interested
party’’ to ensure that it was sufficient in scope to include
those having an interest in the subject of the proceeding.

Rule 5.1: Rule 5.1, pertaining to declaratory judgment
actions, and the Explanatory Comment thereto were
amended to cross-reference Rule 3.5 regarding the use of
citations when commencing a declaratory judgment ac-
tion.

Rules 5.3: In Rule 5.3(a)(3), the term ‘‘exemption’’ was
deleted in favor of the term ‘‘share,’’ which is consistent
with the title and text references to ‘‘statutory share’’ or
‘‘intestate share’’ throughout the Rule. The Committee did
not publish this proposed amendment for public comment
as it is of a typographical or perfunctory nature.

Rule 5.4: The term ‘‘vacating’’ was deleted in the title
and subparagraphs (a)(4) and (a)(8) of the Rule. It was
replaced with the term ‘‘vacation,’’ which is grammatically
consistent with other terms used in the Rule. The Com-
mittee did not publish this proposed amendment for
public comment as it is of a typographical or perfunctory
nature.

Rule 7.1: ‘‘Subpoenas to attend and testify’’ were added
to similar items listed in the Rule, such as ‘‘depositions,
discovery, production of documents, and perpetuation of
testimony.’’

Rule 10.5: The term ‘‘outright beneficiary’’ was deleted
from Rule 10.5(a)(1) and replaced with ‘‘beneficiary.’’ Rule
10.5(a)(8) was amended to require written notice of estate
administration to the beneficiaries of an estate or trust
when there is a shared fiduciary.

Forms: The Index and Appendix of Orphans’ Court and
Register of Wills Forms was amended by eliminating the
Estate Information Sheet, Form RW-01. The Estate Infor-
mation Sheet, RW-012, is not a Supreme Court form, but
rather a form promulgated and updated by the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Revenue. It was maintained with
the Register of Wills Forms in the Appendix and on the
UJS website for public convenience. Rather than continu-
ing to update the form in response to changes by the
Department of Revenue, the form is being removed from
the Appendix and UJS website. A note has been added
directing the public to the Department of Revenue web-
site.

Finally, a number of the forms used before the orphans’
courts and registers of wills have been rescinded and
replaced to make the forms more useful to the public,
bench, and bar. These changes include adding language to
request a list of attachments, bolding titles, correcting
typographical errors, updating online form completion
functions, and revising notarial language. The revised
forms are OC-01, OC-02, OC-03, OC-04, OC-05, RW-03,
RW-04, RW-05, RW-06, RW-07, RW-08, RW-09, and RW-
10.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1699. Filed for public inspection November 15, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

1 See Order of December 1, 2015, No. 682, Supreme Court Rules Docket.

2 The current Estate Information Sheet is Department of Revenue form number
REV-346 EX (11-15).
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Title 255—LOCAL COURT RULES
CLINTON COUNTY

Local Rules; No. 29 January Term 1976

Order

And Now, this 1st day of November, 2019, It Is Hereby
Ordered as follows:

1. Current Local Rules No. 1028(c), 1034(a), and
1035.2(a) are Rescinded.

2. The following Local Rules No. 1028(c), 1034(a), and
1035.2(a) are Adopted by this Court and shall be effective
thirty (30) days after being published in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin.

3. This Court herein Adopts the following New Local
Rule No. 1910.15.

4. The Clinton County Judicial Law Clerk is Ordered
and Directed to:

(a) Distribute this Order and the following Local Rules
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin by emailing a copy of this Order to
bulletin@palrb.us and sending two (2) certified copies to:

Legislative Reference Bureau
Pa. Code & Bulletin Office
647 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0033

(b) Cause to be removed from this Court’s website
Local Rules No. 1028(c), 1034(a), and 1035.2(a) and
replace said Local Rules on this Court’s website with the
following Local Rules within thirty (30) days after the
publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

(c) Add New Local Rule No. 1910.15 to this Court’s
website with the following Local Rule within thirty (30)
days after the publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

By the Court
CRAIG P. MILLER,

President Judge

Rule 1028(c). Procedures Concerning Disposition of
Preliminary Objections.

(A) Procedure Defined.

(1) Preliminary Objections shall be accompanied by a
memorandum of law and must be filed with the office of
the Prothonotary.

(2) Service shall be made in conformity with Pa.R.C.P.
No. 440.

(3) All Preliminary Objections shall be accompanied by
a notice plainly appearing on the face thereof of the date
the motion was filed with the Prothonotary and advising
that a reply memorandum of law must be filed within
thirty (30) days from that date. The moving party shall
also file an affidavit of service which shall state that the
notice required by this rule has been given.

(4) The Prothonotary shall immediately send the Pre-
liminary Objections and the accompanying memorandum
to the Court Administrator who shall refer the matter to
the appropriate Judge. All requests for an extension of
the thirty (30) day period to answer Preliminary Objec-
tions must be approved by the Court by a motion
addressed to the Court Administrator; no agreement
entered into solely by the parties will be honored by the
Court.

(5) Any Preliminary Objections filed without the ac-
companying memorandum may be dismissed. If a reply
memorandum has not been filed pursuant to the notice
required by subsection (3) of this rule, the Court may
dispose of the matter without such memorandum.

(6) If any matter is settled or withdrawn prior to
disposition, the Court Administrator shall be promptly
advised, and the moving party shall file an appropriate
praecipe with the Prothonotary.

(7) The Court in its discretion may grant additional
time in which to file a reply memorandum, request
additional memoranda, call for oral argument, advance
the time for submitting memoranda, or enter an Order
prior to the expiration of the thirty (30) day reply period.

(B) Matters Requiring Factual Supplement to the Re-
cord.

(1) In the case of Preliminary Objections challenging
jurisdiction or service, a memorandum of law and notice
to opposing parties to file a reply memorandum of law
within thirty (30) days need not be filed contemporane-
ously with the Preliminary Objections. Instead, the party
filing the Preliminary Objections shall indicate that addi-
tional testimony is required.

(2) In all such cases, the party filing the Preliminary
Objections shall undertake to supplement the record with
the necessary facts by affidavit, deposition or testimony,
as the case may require, within sixty (60) days from the
filing of the Preliminary Objections.

(3) If the Court requires, the party filing the Prelimi-
nary Objections shall file a memorandum of law within
two (2) weeks from the completion of the supplementation
of the record. This memorandum shall be processed as
stated above.
Rule 1034(a). Procedures Concerning Disposition of

Motions for Judgment on the Pleadings.

(A) Procedure Defined.

(1) Motions for Judgment on the Pleadings shall be
accompanied by a memorandum of law and must be filed
with the office of the Prothonotary.

(2) Service shall be made in conformity with Pa.R.C.P.
No. 440.

(3) All Motions for Judgment on the Pleadings shall be
accompanied by a notice plainly appearing on the face
thereof of the date the motion was filed with the Protho-
notary and advising that a reply memorandum of law
must be filed within thirty (30) days from that date. The
moving party shall also file with the motion an affidavit
of service which shall state that the notice required by
this rule has been given.

(4) The Prothonotary shall immediately send the mo-
tion to the Court Administrator who shall refer the
matter the appropriate Judge. All requests for an exten-
sion of the thirty (30) day period to answer such motions
must be approved by the Court by a motion addressed to
the Court Administrator; no agreement entered into solely
by the parties will be honored by the Court.

(5) Any motion subject to this rule which is filed
without an accompanying memorandum may be dis-
missed. If a reply memorandum has not been filed
pursuant to the notice required by subsection (3) of this
rule, the Court may dispose of the matter without such
memorandum.

(6) If any matter is settled or withdrawn prior to
disposition, the Court Administrator shall be promptly
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advised, and the moving party shall file an appropriate
praecipe with the Prothonotary.

(7) The Court in its discretion may grant additional
time in which to file a reply memorandum, request
additional memoranda, call for oral argument, advance
the time for filing, or enter an order prior to the
expiration of the thirty (30) day reply period.

(B) Matters Requiring Factual Supplement to the Re-
cord.

(1) In the case of motions based on facts not presently
a part of the record, a memorandum of law and notice to
opposing parties to file a reply memorandum of law
within thirty (30) days need not be filed contemporane-
ously with the motion. Instead, the moving party shall
indicate that additional testimony is required.

(2) In all such cases, the moving party shall undertake
to supplement the record with the necessary facts by
affidavit, deposition or testimony, as the case may re-
quire, within sixty (60) days from the filing of the motion.

(3) If the Court requires, the moving party shall file a
memorandum of law within two (2) weeks from the
completion of the supplementation of the record. This
memorandum shall be processed as stated above.
Rule 1035.2(a). Procedures Concerning Disposition

of Motions for Summary Judgment.
(A) Procedure Defined.

(1) Motions for Summary Judgment shall be accompa-
nied by a memorandum of law and must be filed with the
office of the Prothonotary.

(2) Service shall be made in conformity with Pa.R.C.P.
No. 440.

(3) All motions shall be accompanied by a notice
plainly appearing on the fact thereof of the date the
motion was filed with the Prothonotary and advising that
a reply memorandum of law must be filed within thirty
(30) days from that date. The moving party shall also file
with the motion an affidavit of service which shall state
that the notice required by this rule has been given.

(4) The Prothonotary shall immediately send the Mo-
tion for Summary Judgment to the Court Administrator
who shall refer the matter to the appropriate Judge. All
requests for an extension of the thirty (30) day period to
answer such motions must be approved by the Court by a
motion addressed to the Court Administrator; no agree-
ment entered into solely by the parties will be honored by
the Court.

(5) Any motion subject to this rule which is filed
without an accompanying memorandum may be dis-
missed. If a reply memorandum has not been filed
pursuant to the notice required by subsection (3) of this
rule, the court may dispose of the matter without such
memorandum.

(6) If any matter is settled or withdrawn prior to
disposition, the Court Administrator shall be promptly
advised, and the moving party shall file an appropriate
praecipe with the Prothonotary.

(7) The Court in its discretion may grant additional
time in which to file a reply memorandum, request
additional memoranda, call for oral argument, advance
the time for filing, or enter an order prior to the
expiration of the thirty (30) day reply period.

(B) Matters Requiring Factual Supplement to the Re-
cord.

(1) In the case of motions based on facts not presently
a part of the record, a memorandum of law and notice to
opposing parties to file a reply memorandum of law
within thirty (30) days need not be filed contemporane-
ously with the motion. Instead, the moving party shall
indicate that additional testimony is required.

(2) In all such cases, the moving party shall undertake
to supplement the record with the necessary facts by
affidavit, deposition or testimony, as the case may re-
quire, within sixty (60) days from the filing of the motion.

(3) If the Court requires, the moving party shall file a
memorandum of law within two (2) weeks from the
completion of the supplementation of the record. This
memorandum shall be processed as stated above.
Rule 1910.15. Filing of Paternity Actions.

When a party seeks to initiate an action for paternity,
the action must be initiated in the Domestic Relations
Office.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1700. Filed for public inspection November 15, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF
THE SUPREME COURT

Notice of Suspension

By Order of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania dated
October 31, 2019, Jeffrey Marc Benjamin (# 92457),
whose registered address is Forest Hills, NY, is sus-
pended from the practice of law in this Commonwealth
for a period of six months, effective November 30, 2019.
In accordance with Rule 217(f), Pa.R.D.E., since this
formerly admitted attorney resides outside the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, this notice is published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin.

MARCEE D. SLOAN,
Board Prothonotary

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1701. Filed for public inspection November 15, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]
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